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Preface

Beijing, a political, cultural and international intercourse center
of China, is also a well-known historical city.

Beijing is no only a 3,000 years old city but also a 850 years
old capital. All the changes in the history, from the old city on
the bank of Liuli river in the Shang and Zhou dynasties to the
accompanying capital in the Liao dynasty, from Zhongdu (the
Central Capital) of the Jin dynasty and Dadu (the Great Capital)
of the Yuan dynasty to the imperial capitals of the Ming and
Qing dynasties, have left valuable imprints on this old oriental
city. Brilliant culture, old tradition and continuous construction
for hundreds and thousands of years, all of this contribute much
to Beijing’s profound historic deposits and its splendid cultural
features.

Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China was
officially proclaimed on October 1,1949, the country and the
Party has laid great emphasis on protection of historic and
cultural relics in Beijing city. As the large—scaled modern city
construction proceeds, protection policy of cultural relics is also
carried out‘. In recent years a series of reconstructive, reparative
and renewal projects have been carried out, which effectively
make Beijing not only retain the historic look of the ancient
city, but also take on a new look of a modern city. The

interplay of charms of the ancient capital and modern civilization



makes the present Beijing city even more charming than it used
to be.

Beijing has always been a place thronged with artists. Paimters
of different generations all like to paint the city Beijing. Since
the founding of the People’s Republic of China, a great number
of masterpieces with the themes of Beijing’s spectacular scenery
and famous interests have been created. But on the whole, a
systematic and overall artistic representation of Beijing’s well—
known interests and relics, its scenery and its new look is still
lacking.

Since the new century, with China’s successful access to the
World Trade Organization and Beijing’s successful bid for the
2008 Olympic Games, Beijing has become the focus of the
world’s attention. It greatly inspires the artists’creative enthusiasm
to paint, represent and extol Beijing. Basing on the idealism of
“Humanistic Olympics” and the need to show Beijing in an
overall and systematic way, Beijing Art Academy elaborately
plans a timely series of creative activities named “Charms of
Beijing”, in which Beijing’s humanistic relics and its modern
charms are summarized in six themes, and will be painted by
famous contemporary painters invited. On the basis of the subjects
worked out by the organizing committee, all of the artists will

display their profound understanding of Beijing’s look through

their individual artistic ways and styles.

Their works will be shown to the audience both at home and
abroad as a part of a series of large—scaled and high quality
subject exhibitions contributed by the Beijing’s circles of fine
arts in the new century. In each year of the six years before the
2008 Beijing Olympic Games, an exhibition focusing on one
subject will be organized and an album of paintings will be
published, which will display, from different perspectives,
Beijing’s profound culture as an ancient capital and its fascinating
charms as an international modern city.

The whole project including artistic creation, exhibitions and
publication will play an active role in enriching the spiritual life
of Beijing citizens, promoting the national culture and propelling
the prosperity of Beijing’s fine arts causes. The series of exhibitions
of “Charms of Beijing”is also a significant part of “Humanistic
Olympics”, and will add luster to the “New Beijing” and the

“Great Olympics”.

The Organizing Committee for the Series of

Exhibitions of “Charms of Beijing”
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A New Look of the
Ancient Capital

Zhao Shu

Beijing is a famous historical and cultural city which has stood on its current
site for more than 3,000 years; it has been designated as a capital city for at least
850 years. The capital city of the preceding Liao (AD 916-1125), Jin (1115-
1234), Yuan (1271-1368), Ming (1368-1644) and Qing (1644-1911) dynas-
ties and the Republic of China (1912-49), Beijing became the capital of the
People’s Republic of China in 1949. After 60 years of construction, Beijing
has retained its unique charms and taken on a brand-new look. The ancient
capital will display the splendours of its youth in 2008 while people are
celebrating the 29th Olympic Games. From the eighty four pieces of work in
the Beijing Charms Series: A New Look of the Ancient Capital, we can see the
pleasant contrast of its traditional and modern cultures as well as the harmo-
nious co-existence of the Chinese and foreign cultures. As a capital city, an
international metropolis and a world-renowned cultural city, the beautiful
environment and pleasant life in this liveable city are implied in the living
scenes of the capital’ s optimistic people. The cultural inclusiveness and
diversity of Beijing have been well portrayed.

When in Beijing, you will first want to visit Tian’ anmen Square, where
the five-star red flag of the People’ s Republic of China is raised each
morning and lowered each evening. It is a symbol of Beijng as the centre of
Chinese politics. Since the founding of the Central People’s Government,
members of the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party and

national leaders have observed the national ceremonial reviews of the

People’s Liberation Army on National Day and mass demonstrations from
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the Tian’ anmen Rostrum. With the advance of the times, the ancient

capital develops, which leads to the unavoidable reconstruction of the
ancient city. Tian’anmen Square is nothing less than a typical example of
successful reconstruction. The old Tian’ anmen Square was a front court-
yard before the main gate of the royal city during the Yuan and Qing
dynasties; it was a completely enclosed square. The Forbidden City was the
attention focus of Beijing in the past, whereas Tian’ anmen Square is the
new focus. After the foundation of the People’ s Republic of China,
continuous renovations and extensions have taken place around the square.
It stretches 880 metres from north to south and 500 metres from east to west,
covering a total area 0f 440,000 square metres. At its southern end the square
links with the East and West streets of Qianmen; West Chang’an Boule-
vard crosses the northern end of the square. The zero-kilometre mark of the
national highway system is located on the southern side of the square.
Structures on or around Tian anmen Square include the Great Hall of the
People, the Monument to the People’s Heroes, Chairman Mao Memorial

Hall, and the National Museum of China, which displays the vitality, dignity

and history of China. After entering the new century, none of enclosed
communities have been built for the state organs, enterprises and institu-
tional units in Beijing. Instead, new residential communities with perfect
service facilities have sprung up all over the city. The renovated old hutongs
that epitomize old Beijing keep the texture of the city, and people living
there are called new residents. Communities have become the grass-root
units to serve the residents. To build a better Beijing, it is necessary to
preserve the ancient capital’s traditional architectural concepts appropri-
ate positioning, outstanding centres, bilateral symmetry and particular
attention to geomancy.

According to the Beijing Overall Urban Planning of Beijing from 2004-
2020, approved by the government, a two-axis, two-belt and multi-centre
spatial structure will be developed in Beijing. This planning concept is in
accordance with the traditional axial layout features and natural geographic

characteristics of Beijing. On the basis of inheriting and developing the

city’ s traditional axis and the axis along Chang’ an Boulevard, the




