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Republic X

Socrates — Glaucon

Of the many excellences which I perceive in the order of our State, there is
none which upon reflection pleases me better than the rule about poetry.
To what do you refer?

To the rejection of imitative poetry, which certainly ought not to be
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received; as | see far more clearly now that the parts of the soul have been
distinguished' .

What do you mean®’

Speaking in confidence , for [ should not like to have my words repeated to

the tragedians and the rest of the imitative tribe

you, that all poetical imitations are ruinous to the understanding ot the hearers,
and that the knowledge of their true nature is the only antidote to them.

Explain the purport of your remark.

Well, 1 will tell you, although I have always from my carliest youth had
an awe and love of Homer?, which even now makes the words falter on my
lips, for he is the great captain and teacher of the whole of that charming tragic
company ; but a man is not to be reverenced more than the truth, and therefore
I will speak out.

Very good, he said.

Listen to me then, or rather, answer me.

Put your question.

Can you tell me what imitation is” For I rcally do not know.

A likely thing, then, that [ should know.

Why not? For the duller eye may often see a thing sooner than the keener.

Very true, he said; but in your presence, even if I had any faint notion, I
could not muster courage to utter it. Will you enquire yourself?

Well then, shall we begin the enquiry in our usual manner: Whenever a
number of individuals have a common name, we assume them to have also a
corresponding idea or form”. Do you understand me?

I do.

Let us take any common instance ; there are beds and tables in the world —
plenty of them, are there not?

Yes.

§ mM M\m\mm i ATl Aoy o

(uuﬂi i

CO RNV R
s G800 =i 700 1 )L (e A /
AP R S RO F s R IR RO P

e ”“\‘H BRI »1“‘ \lw‘ylﬂl

AL AR

2 - P47 itk -



