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People You Will Read About

Jane Eyre:

Uncle Reed:

Aunt Reed:

John:

Bessie:

Mr. Lloyd:

Mr. Brocklehurst:

an orphan, raised by her cruel
aunt and then sent to a charity
school. Later she became a gov-
emess and married Rochester
Jane's mother's brother, kind to
Jane but died when Jane was
three

Uncle Reed's wife, cruel and ar-
rogant

Jane's spoiled cousin, always hit
Jane and committed suicide

the sympathetic housemaid at
Gateshead

the kind pharmacist who sug-
gested to Aunt Reed to send
Jane to school

cruel and hypocritical master of
Lowood
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Miss Temple:

Helen Burns:

Mrs. Fairfax:

John Eyre:

Edward Rochester:

Blanche Ingram:

Bertha:

the warm-hearted Superinten-
dent of Lowood
Jane's first true friend who

opened the world for Jane, died
of tuberculosis

the kind housekeeper at Thomn-
field Hall

Jane's wealthy uncle, a wine
merchant who left his fortune to
Jane

master of Thornfield who loved
and married Jane

a beautiful lady, arrogant and self-
ish; hoped to marry Rochester for
money

Rochester's mad wife
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My Bad Earty Lifo

I was an orphan and nobody ever let me forget it. My
parents had died when I was just an infant, and my
mother's brother, Uncle Reed, took me in to live with his
family at their estate, Gateshead. He was kind to me, but
when I was three, he died too. His wife, Aunt Reed, and
their three children turned against me and made my life
miserable.

My cousins, John, Eliza and Georgiana, blamed me for

things I didn't do and told lies to their mother about me.

orphan /‘a:fan/ (n) 2L i estate fi'steit/ (n) AH
infant /'infent/ (n) B ! miserable /'mizerabl/ (a) %ay
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When I tried to defend myself to Aunt Reed, she would
never believe me and would order me out of her sight.
She would punish me by not letting anyone talk to me
for hours and sometimes even days.

So, I would often go off by myself to read in my own
private world, a window seat with heavy drapes that I
could wrap around myself and hide in. Here, I would
escape . . . that is, until fourteen-year-old John would
decide to look for me. He always managed to find me.

John spent a great deal of time at home rather than at
school because, his mama said, he was in poor health.
But it was because he ate too much candy and cake,
which showed in his pimply face and many chins.

The worst time I can remember is the day I was
reading on my window seat and he stormed into the
room, shouting, “Come here!”

I obeyed, because I knew I had to. He then spent
three minutes sticking his tongue out at me until I
thought it would tear off from its roots. Then he
suddenly smacked my face with all his strength.

drape /dreip/ (n) &% 1 pimply / ‘pimpli/ @) AR, St
escape fiskeip/ (v) £, #kig i smack /smaek/ (v) Jadr
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I fell back from his blow, but managed to stay on
my feet. “I was only reading my book, Master John,”
I said, trying my best not to cry.

“That is not your book,” he snapped. “You own
nothing in this house, no books, no clothes, no toys,
nothing! You don't even have the right to eat the same
food as we do or sleep in the nursery with us. We are
children of a lady and a gentleman, and you have no
father or mother.”

With that, he grabbed the book from my hands and
flung it at my head. I fell against a table, cutting open
my head as I went down. As the blood began dripping
from the wound, my terror disappeared and anger took
its place.

“Wicked, cruel boy!” Icried. “You are an evil
tyrant, like the Roman slave drivers!”

“How dare you speak to me like that!” he shouted,
grabbing my hair.

I remember swinging my arms furiously, but
whether or not I hit him, I don't recall.

While this was happening, Eliza and Georgiana ran
for their mother, but Bessie, the housemaid who had
always been kind to me, reached us first.

grab /greeb/ (v.) HR i swing /swiny/ (v.) 3£
fling Miny (v.) &4 i furiously / 'fjueriasli/ (adv.) &k

evil /vl (3) &S ¢ recall frika:lf (v.) &z, it
tyrant /'taierent/ (n.) &M&jA i



