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Preface

With the rapid development of China’s reform and opening-up, tourism is on the rise, esp. in re-
cent years. More and more people from all over the world come to China, hoping to unveil the mystery
of the vast land, to discover the origins of the long history in China and to satisfy their own curiosities
and fantasies as well.

China, with a long and rich history, is always proud of her countless historical sites and cultural
relics. Almost everywhere people encounter amazing miracles or natural beauties together with their ev-
erlasting legends and myths.

Furthermore, with the strenuous work of the whole nation, China has witnessed fundamental chan-
ges in every field. From national economy, culture and education to people’s living standard, recreation
and entertainments, everywhere and every soul is enjoying a peaceful and comfortable life in a friendly
and harmonious atmosphere. The nation’s construction and development are changing with each passing
day while people’s views and points are also keeping pace with the times.

Under such circumstances, we feel obliged to offer some help to those foreign visitors, esp. those
who are coming to the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games, by giving them a brief introduction of the things,
the people and the places they might be interested in. The series “Talk About China in Englis %3
therefore, come into being. The series consist of 10 books in all. They are:

1. Talk About China in English—History
. Talk About China in English—Folklore
. Talk About China in English—Arts
. Talk About China in English—Culture
. Talk About China in English—Famous Cities
. Talk About China in English—Celebrities
. Talk About China in English—Tourism
. Talk About China in English—Media
. Talk About China in English—Sports
10. Talk About China in English—Famous Colleges and Universities

In Talk About China in English—Tourism, most famous scenery spots, especially some of
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China’s world heritages are introduced to readers both at home and abroad. As we all know, China, an
oriental nation of long civilization, is rich in such cultural and natural heritages. The latest study and
discovery have extended its history of civilization beyond the recognized 5 000 years, probably thou-
sands of years longer. Naturally, China possesses countless cultural heritages from its various nature
wonders and very long history.

Talk About China in English—Tourism is divided into five items according to the natural geo-
graphical distribution. The scenery spots mentioned here include altars and temples, mausoleums, mil-
itary defenses, old cities, ancient villages, classical gardens, religious buildings, primitive sites,

mountains, rivers and so on. Specifically, we have Summer Palace, Bei Dai He, the Great Wall,



Chengde Mountain Resort and Outlying Temples, Imperial Palace in Beijing, Temple of Heaven, Tem-
ple and Cemetery of Confucius and the Kong Family Mansion, Peking Man Site, Mt Taishan, The
Ancient City of Pingyao and Yungang Grottoes in Datong from North China; Mt Huangshan, Mt Wuyi,
Mt Lushan, Suzhou Classical Gardens, West Lake, Gu Lang Yu, Taihu Lake, Zhouzhuang, Three Su-
perb Pieces of Han Dynasty in Xuzhou, Tourist City of Nanjing and Tourist City of Shanghai from East
China; Mt Emei and Leshan Giant Buddha, Jiuzhaigou Gully, Yellow Dragon Scenic Area, Mt
Qingcheng and Dujiang Weir, Dazu Rock Carvings in Chongqing City, Potala Palace and The Ancient
City of Lijiang from Southwest China; Mausoleum of the First Qin Emperor, Yan’an and Mogao Grottoes
in Dunhuang from Northwest China; Three Gorges, Guilin Scenery, Songshan Mountain and Shaolin
Temple , Wulingyuan Scenic Area, Longmen Grottoes in Luoyang City and Wudang mountain from Cen-
tral and South China.

In order to make things easier for the readers, we arrange the materials in every unit in this way;
Firstly, Natural Features, which offers some general knowledge about the mentioned scenery spot—its
location, its history, its public position, etc. ; Secondly, we come to Special Mention which picks out
the most important things from the spot for the readers lest they should probably miss them when they do
come to the area; The third part is a list of the Major Scenic Sites which gives visitors helpful guidance
during their sightseeing and the last part is about Other Attractions Around the Place which is also
necessary for visitors, especially for new comers.

Reading Talk About China in English—Tourism , we will see that the integrity of culture and na-
ture is the primary feature of Chinese civilization, which is perfectly reflected in China’s scenery spots.

All the writers of the series are professors, associate professors and graduate—students of English
from colleges and universities. We all feel happy and proud to have the chance to do our bit for the
publicity of our motherland as well as her promotion.

From making plans to hatching plots, from working out schemes to carrying out the writings, the
authors have been diligent and conscientious. Through our work , we want to provide readers with a rich
and colorful introduction of an encyclopedic manner. The series are new and creative, and sure e-
nough, they will bring fresh feelings and experiences to all readers.

The series are also helpful for all English lovers, including secondary school students and teachers,
college students, office clerks and public servants.

Both the English and Chinese versions in the series are written in simple language, clear structure
and lively style. We hope they will find popularity upon publication.

We are extremely grateful to the authors and publishers of all the materials we have chosen here in
the series. We apologize for the insufficient information in some cases due to lack of resources. We in-
tend to show every respect for intellectual property rights, but we hope our pleading of the permission to
use these materials for the purpose of letting more foreign friends know China better will receive kind

and generous consideration.

Authors
August 2008
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Summer Palace

Natural Features

he Summer Palace is located

on the western edge of Bei-
jing, between the fourth and fifth ring
roads, close to the western hills, 12km
from central Beijing. It is the largest and
best-preserved imperial garden in Chi-
na. lts Chinese name, Yi He Yuan,
translates as ¢ Garden for Maintaining
Health and Harmony’ .

As its name implies, the Summer Palace was used as a summer residence by
China’s imperial rulers—as a retreat from the main imperial palace now known as
the Palace Museum or Forbidden City—a pleasureground in the countryside, yet
near to the city.

The gardens that became the Summer Palace date from the Jin Dynasty
(1115 ~1234). Later, the Mongol Emperor Kublai Khan ( Yuan Dynasty, 1279 ~
1368) , who wanted to improve Beijing’s water supply, ordered the construction of
canals fo transport water from the Western Hills to the Summer Palace. He also en-
larged the lake (today’s Kun Ming Lake) to act as a reservoir.

In 1750, Emperor Qian Long (1736 ~1796) of the Qing Dynasty (1644 ~1911)
added substantially to the gardens of the Summer Palace. His appointed designers
reproduced the styles of various palaces and gardens from around China. Kun

£
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Ming Lake was extended to imitate the West Lake in Hangzhou.

In 1860, the Anglo-French Allied Forces invaded Beijing and set fire to many of
the buildings within the Summer Palace.

j : In 1886, Dowager Em-
b press Ci Xi, with embezzled
funds from the Imperial Na-
vy, restored the grand gar-
dens. The reconstruction and
enlargement of the Summer
& Palace confinued for fen
* years. After completion, she
renamed the gardens ‘Yi He
Yuan’ ( Garden of Peace and
Harmony).

In 1889, the Empress Dowager Ci Xi moved her administration to the renova-
ted Yi He Yuan and the gardens that had long been an imperial pleasure ground
became the primary Summer Palace.

A full-scale restoration began in 1903, and today’s Summer Palace is more or
less the same as the palace rebvilt from then.

After the success of the 1911 Revolution, the Summer Palace was opened to
the public. Then, dfter the last Qing Emperor Pu Yi was thrown out of the Palaces in
1924, the Summer Palace was turned into a park. The Summer Palace has become
a popular and relaxing destination for both domestic and international tourists now.

The Summer Palace was designated a World Heritage site by UNESCO in 1998.

Special Mention

T he palace is the largest and the best-preserved royal garden in the
world with the richest cultural connotation, hence it is honored as a mu-

seum of royal gardens. Its general layout makes full use of the hill and the lake,
together with the borrowed views from the peaks of the west mountain, which
brings about infinite scenery variations with exceeding beauty. The buildings in the
palace are the architectural cream from all parts of China. The administrative and
residential areas in the east of the palace are typical of the quadrangle in northern
China, where the enclosed courtyards are connected by various roofed causeways.
The lake area in its south, however, is an imitation of West Lake of Hangzhou,
where a dyke divides the laoke in two, thus giving it an obvious touch of southern




Al &b I-— IR

Talk About China in English—Tourism *

China landscape. On the north side of Longevity Hill, the scene is that of Tibetan ia-

masery, where stand white pagodas and buildings like blockhouses. And in the

north, the Suzhou Market Sireet, with all kinds of shops and its crisscrossing water-
courses, is again in the style of the waterscape in southem China.

Major Scenic Sites
Hall of Benevolence and Longevity Area
East Palace Gate
Hall of Benevolence and Longevity
Hall of Jade Billows
Hall of Joyful Longevity; Rock of Green Fungus
Garden of Virtue and Harmony
Kunming Lake Area
Kunming Lake
Pavilion of Flourishing Culture
Seventeen-arch Bridge
Pavilion of Broad View
Penglai Isle: Shrine for Universal Blessing Rain
Six Bridges of West Dyke: Tower of Bright Scene
Long Gallery Area
Long Gallery
Hall of Oriole Singing
Clear and Calm Boat
Longevity Hill Area
Hall of Dispelling Clouds
Tower of Buddhist Incense
Prayer Wheel Repository
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Treasure Cloud Pavilion

Sea of Wisdom

Pavilion of Great Happiness
Garden of Harmonious Interests
Rambling in Picture

Four Continents

Suzhou Market Street

Other Attractions Around the Place
Beijing arboretum

Fragrant Hills

Yuanmingyuan Park

. B

Summer Palace

SRS
BRANGE {7 AL Rt PG %8, AE A R AR Z 6], B, BE L 5T v ol 12

ﬁ AE, BHEEFEBERKMEREN,. HIUERBR N “EFMIEZ
72 [

B i B9 38 X & #R“ Summer Palace” (A RIER) BRARXBRBFERX
FIBEZ—— BB AE LT 2P B £ R R RN RS,

BESR(1115 ~1234)  BHER LR AEE. BE, T (1279 ~
1368) B Z LB X Bt AL K /K RGE , FFZ@ W B il /K5 | BIBRf b , fhie 4 2
T BB E K

1750 4F {81 (1644 ~ 1911 ) (LR EF HE T , BXMEEBER TEX
E#k. ikt E T EM S EAREICE T, RABREEGHMA
BTG

1860 4F , FLBR BB L, YUK BB T X B A K 8 o

1886 4F 2 E K G B ELNEE Y B T XS, TR 10 £2Z X4,
52 )5 ftok ook 4 h B R i ( BRFERIEZ ) o

1889 4F , BMEE R A TER T~ EH BB E —FBMmE . M, B E



Talk About China in English—Tourism

b
I 95 B [—— B ﬂz\\\;

R T BN LK H RS,

1903 4 , IS TR AL BUF , X
SMERIEM T S OBE. SXM L
R 516 5 S BRI RS,

1911 4% 4 N5, BRI JF 1
XAMFRL. it BRI R R 2 &
R 1924 AEEBIROKAR S A BT 1
BZJ5. WA BRES A A
EWBL IS4t |

1998 4 , K5 1 ) B4 ¢ 4 [ #0B 5C
AT AR5 7 .

o e
Iﬁ MERMR FRANERK, RERCE, TUREEFEHERS
ﬁ B, B N R XA SYE ., SR COLBITE I M HE, LI LBy
R, EENR AT, XA MNERRERT b E&BRAEE. K
RSB XA AEX B SR E LT PO BE Mg o — > dt 0 B e 7 o 3 R 5
MEMMIAX EHRM ARG, - EREREMNE -4, RARBHILEHE
V8 7 AL AL T L 2 g T ) 7 SRR R e XA , A P R R U S5 L AR e
1, IERIAROL , ZKIEHGE , R BRI TR K £ KU .

FEERA
CHEREX
KREI] (-]
EWE RFE B2
e
RAMRE
BB XE
LA FRm=
HEE: TEHRAWRE O FRAN RO
KBRE
KR W S tH
H 2=
AHFURE
HE= B HEE
PR E g



