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Foreword

by Chen Jianming

Director of the Hunan Provincial Museum

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of the Hunan Provincial Museum and the 30th anniversary of the excavation of the
Mawangdui Han Tombs, the Museum staff have selected masterpieces among ten thousand pieces in our collection to be
compiled into this catalogue. Among the pieces in this catalogue, some are often-seen items whose pictures come out
clearer than before, others are just recent finds as well as those first revealed to the public, which awaits us to solve their
mystery. This catalogue, with fine printing, nice cover and rich contents, is sure to not only bring visual pleasure to the

lovers of ancient arts, but also provide the specialists and scholars a convenient resort in research.

The Museum's collection comes from this land, Hunan. As a "bridge" connecting upper reaches and lower reaches of the
Yangtze River and a relay station between the Central Plains and the South of the Five Ridges, various cultures vie with
each other for glamour, with a large quantity of treasures left behind. The Shang bronze culture, exemplified by the Square
zun (wine vessel) with four rams, the Square ding (food vessel) with human face design and the Big nao (musical instrument),
makes a show of the cultural spirit in seeking a unique style. Moreover, the masterpieces of silk painting and calligraphy
as well as the lacquerware display Hunan people's talent of arts to a full extent. The Tang porcelain including Yuezhou
Ware and Changsha Ware introduces us a road from the populace art to high-brow art. Changsha Ware not only boasts its
poems and colored paintings on it but also features an exotic flavor among exported pieces. The works of famous artists,
such as He Shaoji and Qi Baishi who were born in this land, have added an artistic and humanistic flavor to our collection.
Therefore, the Museum is very honored to be one of the guards of the treasures of ancient Chinese civilization. Among
them, some are from the Central Plains, some from the neighboring provinces, some are creations of the Han péople. some

are from Chinese ethnic groups, and others even from foreign countries. These treasures add a strong cultural flavor to the

Museum collection.

The catalogue Treasures from the Hunan Provincial Museum is just a small road sign that leads readers to the Museum
collection. By the time this catalogue is published, most of the pieces included within will have been displayed in our new
gallery building. This new building, with a look of Chu Culture, is installed with the newest facilities - the fruits of modern
science and technique. The heritage from our ancestors adds a profound cultural gene to modern science and technology,
which in return make our heritage full of youthful vigor. Thus, it has been made possible for those masterpieces formerly
locked into the storage after so long time to be revealed to the public. Only through continuous work can we repay the

society and make our ancestor's creation, now partly collected in the Museum, worthwhile.
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Introduction

by Xiong Chuanxin

Research fellow, the Hunan Provincial Museum

Located at the northwest corner of the Changsha Martyr Park of the Hunan Province, the Hunan Provincial Museum was
established in the fifties of 20th century. In recent decades, the Museum's collection has been developing into a more
colorful, richer one with various exhibitions and fruits of scientific research. It has achieved a fame from both home and

abroad as an institution of history and art.

The Museum's rich collection is mainly derived from archaeological excavations, so it inevitably carries scientific
characteristics. It includes precious historical relics as well as masterpieces of ancient arts all over Hunan thus enable us to

open a window to the public revealing the progress of the civilization in Hunan.
The Museum's collection can be divided into several categories as follows:

Bronze

Bronze vessels are among the greatest art forms that epitomize the Chinese Shang and Zhou civilization. As one of the
places in southern China where most Shang and Zhou bronzes are found, many excellent pieces are excavated in Hunan.
Among them are the Square zun (wine vessel) with four rams (unearthed in Ningxiang, now in the collection of the China
History Museum), You (wine vessel) with the design of a tiger eating a man (attributed to be unearthed in Anhua, now in
the collection of Sen-Oku Hakuko Kan in Japan), Zun (wine vessel) with two rams (unearthed in Changsha, now in the
collection of the British Museum) and Zun (wine vessel) in the shape of a mother elephant with its baby ‘(Nnow in the
collection of the Freer Art Gallery, Washington, USA). Except for above-mentioned pieces, the rest mainly belong to the
Hunan Museum, such as pieces from the Ningxiang excavation (Square ding with human face design, You with dragon
and phoenix design, Li with three rams design, Nao with a sitting tiger and animal mask design, Naos with elepant design,
or tiger design or cloud pattern), from the Xiangtan excavation (Pig zun), from the Liling excavation (Elephant zun), from
Huarong (Round zun with animal mask design), from Changning (Square zun with animal mask design), from Changsha
excavation (Owl-shaped you), and from Hengdong excavation (Round zun with leaves and silkworm design) as well. Each
of them enjoys a world-wide fame for its unique shape, exquisite pattern, and sophisticated casting. Some pieces in the
Museum's collection have the typical character of the Central Plains while others possess a rich flavor of southern China.
Besides the bronze vessels, there are also a large number of bronze objects of the Chu State, such as mirrors with exquisite
design, and this makes the Hunan Provincial Museum ranked the No.1 institution in China that has the largest bronze
mirror collection. Among these objects are rarely seen pieces, including Lamp with an ox design, Horse with a groom and

Human-shaped pendant lamp.

Silk paintings and silk books



Bo is a type of plain weave juan or jian (silk). As Hunan province is the southern territory of the Chu State, there are many
Chu tombs located in this area. This explains the rich collection in the Hunan Provincial Museum, including bronze mirror,
weapon, glasswares, weights, pottery as well as silk paintings and books. The silk paintings A man, dragon and phoenix
and A man, driving a dragon are deemed as the oldest and the most complete silk paintings that have ever been kept. The
oldest and the most complete, that is, not counting the silk book from a Changsha Chu tomb, which is now in a foreign

collection. Also among the silk paintings are precious gems of ancient art, such as the two T-shaped colored paintings
excavated from M1 and M3 of Mawangdui Han tombs, paintings named Guards of honor, Daoyin, Taiyi Jiang Xing
(another name Gods) and Funeral system, etc. Especially the T-shaped colored paintings, they were well kept not only in
bright color and with a rich content, but also with an ingenious conception , no wonder they are considered a unique
example of perfect combination of the romanticism and realism in ancient China. Silk books unearthed from the M3 of
Mawangdui tomb amount to more than 40 types, which include two copies of Laozi, Political strategists in the Warring
States, Zhou Yi, Anecdotes and speeches in the Spring and Autumn period, Huangdi, Divination by five planets, Miscellaneous
divination by astrology or meteorology, 52 Prescriptions, Physiognomy of Horses, and Topographic Map, and Garrison
Map. Some of these books have no author's name, however, they are precious concrete proofs to the research on the
philosophy from Warring States through Early Western Han, science and culture, military aftairs and calligraphy as well.

For this reason, the Museum is renowned as the Treasure House for Chu and Han arts.

Lacquerware

Lacquerware is a great innovation that our ancestors contributed to the human civilization. The Museum is among the
several institutions in China that have collected a huge number of lacquerwares dated Chu and Han period. Besides those
from Chu tombs, the Museum mainly collects the lacquerwares excavated from the Mawangdui tombs, which amount to
over 800 pieces. They are ding, square hu (wine vessel), round hu, zhong, box, round toilet box, square toilet box, pan
(plate), zhi (cup), yi (water vessel), cup box, ear cup, ladle, dagger, and two painted coffins. All of them were preserved

very well and some of them are bright as new, with elaborate patterns and fine craftsmanship.

Textile

Silkworm breeding and silk reeling is a great contribution to the human civilization by ancient Chinese. Early in the Han
dynasty, China won the fame of the Country of Silk. The Museum's collection includes a large quantity of colorful, well-
preserved silk textiles found in the Mawangdui Han tombs. Among them are clothes, such as Plain gauze garment, Painted
silk floss robe with print pattern, Red gauze robe with silk floss, Silk floss robe with designs of riding on cloud or migrant
bird or longevity embroidery, juan skirt, juan socks, gianjintao mitts, wrapping cloth with embroidery, wadded clothes,
silk shoes, and silk hats. Embroideries with dogwood pattern, riding on cloud pattern, migrant bird pattern, and cloud
pattern as well as wide pieces of silk textiles including juan, gauze, luo, gi and brocade are also found in this collection.
The Warring States patterned brocade is the only extant one in the collections of Chinese museums. All these clothes and
textiles not only epitomize the intelligence and creativity of ancient Chinese craftsman, but also provide us precious
historical documents on ancient Chinese costume culture. No doubt textiles is another characteristic of the Museum's

collection.

Ceramics

Ceramics in the Museum's collection starts early in the Neolithic Age, when Daxi Culture's White pottery pan with pressed
pattern displays a fine craftsmahship as one of the rarely seen pottery objects in the prehistoric culture. Besides that, there
are also plenty of southern pottery with pressed cloth pattern and Han dynasty green-glazed pottery. Moreover, the Museum

also collects Yue Ware (another name Xiangyin Ware) that was mentioned by Lu Yu in his Tea Canon as one of the six



famous wares. The shapes of Yue Ware include dish, pot, bowl, alms bowl, wine cup, ink stone and figurines. Its translucent
glaze reflects the technique of southern China porcelain. Apart from this, the Museum also collects Tang dynasty Changsha
Ware. Although Changsha Ware were made by folk kilns, its products were exported to East and South Asia as well as
Africa. The Museum's Changsha Ware includes pieces from archaeological excavations, such as pot, bowl, cup, jar, dish,
pillow, plate, wine cup, rolling sink and animal-shaped toys. With a simple shape, Changsha Ware is decorated by various
methods, such as under glaze, soaked glaze patches, sprinkled ink, molding and applique, carving and sculpting. Its decoration
also involves various sorts of themes like bird and flower, ethnic group people, horse riders, fish, lion, dancer, all with
applied patches of brown glaze. Meanwhile, on the object surface are written a large quantity of poems, sayings and
advertisements, which are not included in the book All poems of Tang dynasty. Some of them are not only the typical
examples of painted underglaze, but also rarely seen priceless pieces among Chinese ancient porcelains, which are as
follows: Pot with figure and brown applique, Pot with brown glaze, Pot with blue glaze, Pot applied with brown character

" & ", Pot with green glazed pagoda pattern, Pillow with poems in brown glaze as well as other poem pillows.

Painting and Calligraphy

A large number of painting and calligraphy works by masters through the history are also collected by the Museum.
Lanting Xu copied by a Tang artist is the earliest calligraphy work in this collection, from which viewers can savor Tang
people's art. There are more works after the Song dynasty. Ming dynasty works include Contemplating under a pine tree by
Wu Wei, Playing a flute in Junshan by Shen Zhou, Angling at a stream by Qiu Ying, Snowy E'mei Mountian by Zhang
Chenglong, Evening green in a misty mountain and Self-composed poems by Dong Qichang, Mei Hua Tui Peng by Chen
Xianzhang, cursive script Yueyanglou Ji by Zhu Yunming, and running script Pipa Xing by Wen Zhengming. Qing dynasty
works include Pine tree and deer by Zhu Da, Plowing in spring near a thatched house by Yu Zhiding, Plum blossoms,
magpie, bamboo and rock by Hua Yan, Wild geese by Bian Shouming, Bamboo in ink by Jin Nong, Bamboo and rock by
Zheng Bangiao, Running script by He Shaoji, and Official script couplet by Zhao Zhiqgian. Works by celebrities in Hunan,
such as Wang Fuzhi, Tao Shu, Zeng Guofan, Zuo Zongtang and Qi Baishi, are also included in this collection.

Apart from all those categories mentioned above, there are a lot more categories in the Museum's collection: Shang and
Zhou period jade, in the shape of a dragon, pig, pendent or huang (disk section); Chu State objects such as the bronze seal
"HEE A", glassware, beads, tubes, weights, sword, dagger, spear, and the famous bronze sword Yue Wang Zhou Gou;
Han dynasty objects such as gold ornaments, talc animal mask, pottery model of architecture, and glass spear; Song
dynasty silk textiles; and various Yuan and Ming gold and silver wares.

Cultural relics and antiques, as a precious legacy left by our ancestor, have witnessed the progress of human civilization.
The various categories in the Hunan Museum's collection have truly recorded and realistically reflected the long history
and wonderful culture of ancient Chinese people. To further make use of these precious treasures in the Museum's collection,
the Hunan Museum has selected plenty of masterpieces from different categories and compiled these art works into a book

named Treasures from the Hunan Provincial Museum, for readers both home and abroad to appreciate.
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Plain gauze garment
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Playing a flute among Jun Mountain

RERRE

Silk paintings and silk books
AMERRE

Silk painting with a man, dragon and phoenix
AYEERE

Silk painting with a man driving the dragon
BRER—REETHRE

Silk painting in T-shape

REM-IREE "T" KE#E

Silk painting in T-shape

g5

Physical exerccises chart of Dao yin
HEEE

Painting of Guards of Honor

RXREHES

Miscellaneous divination by astrology or meteorology
“K—#T"

Tai-yi Jiang Xing

HEE

Garrison map

M E

Topographic map

BE (BBRIT) BR

Silk book about yin-yang and five elements
BE "X

Silk drawing of Tian-yi

BE (BUER)

Anecdotes and speeches in the Spring and Autumn period, silk book

RE (BEAHERKE)
Political strategists of the Warring States, silk book

B2E (BA5)

Zhou Yi , silk book

BE (EF) 22X

Book of Lao zi (B), silk document

BE (HFE)

Book of Huang Di, silk document
BE (REH)

Divination by Five Planets, silk document

BE (HEL)

Physiognomy of Horses, silk document

L]

Medical documents on bamboo slips
E5

Painting and Calligraphy
VLBV L i

by Shen Zhou




SR gl 130
Angling at a stream by Qiu Ying
KRBT EH 131
Meditating below pine trees by Wu Wei
5% Y HE Ik R 7 5 [ 4 132
Snowy Emei mountain by Zhang Chenglong
BRAR S Z L i ) 133
Travelers on a snow-covered mountain by Chen Guan
EHEELIMREH 134
Green woods among evening cloudy mountain

by Dong Qichang
JNK LA K FEE B 135

Deer below pine trees by Ba Da Shan Ren

1B TS )| 1515 136
Landscape at a glance by Yun Shoupin
FIRAR A E L # 137

Sparse trees and remote mountain by Wang Yuangi

TR 2 H2 /2 [ 138
Gorge and pine trees byYuan Yao
T 19 70 4 T e 5 139
Frogs playing among towel gourds by Qi Baishi

EEMEFE 140

Langting Xu (a copy of Tang Dynasty) by Wang Xizhi

FIEEL S EFILM 141
A poem with seven characters to a line, in Cursive Script

by Li Qi
FREEEFE 142

Self-composed poems, in Cursive Script

RAPEEESELE 144
by Zhu Yunming

by Li Dong Yang

Record of Yueyang Lou, in Cursive Script
NHATEEREETE 145

Pipa (a plucked string instrument) Xing, in Cursive Script

by Wen Zhengming
HETELEEEE 146
A poem with seven characters to a line, in Running Script
by Xu Wei
BiEEERSEH 147
A poem with five characters to a line, in Cursive Script
by Shi Fazhi
FRITERSEFEH 148

A poem with five characters to a line, in Running Script

by Wang Duo
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160

160

161
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163

164

HLUEERSEFH

A poem with five characters to a line, in Cursive Script
by Fu Shan

REITES

Calligraphy work, in Running Script

by He Shaoji

W ERMY

Glass ware, jade and others

e 6

Glass disk with grain pattern

AU T e

Glass disk with whirlpool pattern
EEIEAR IV IR . B

Glass bead and tube with dragonfly’s eye design
I B

Glass sword ornaments

T

Glass spear

ER. ERA

Jade ring and jade fish

B RfHER E 56

Round carving dragon-shaped jade ornament
EREEH

Jade huang with two-dragon pattern

iR B A T R B

Jade inlaid piece with open-work animal design
WA A0 T 0

Jade sword ornaments with Pan Chi pattern
FEHKHAM

Heart-shaped jade pendant

&%, &8

Gold beads and gold bracelet

FEAUERZIT

Silver cup dish with dragon pattern
BEEN(—)

Seals (a set)

ERFLEP(—HR)

Private seals (a set)

BRERE

Talcum animal mask
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