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— Maya dngelou |

re-reading Activities

1. Ty to mak
about school.

e friends with a troubled kid in a middle school, and find out what the kid is thinking

2. Make a survey of the teachers’ impressions about the kid. Then write down your own opinions
about the teachers’ impressions and attitudes toward the troubled kid.



Broken Wing

Jim Hullihan

Some people are just doomed ' to be failures. That’s the way some adults look at troubled kids.
Maybe you've heard the saying, “A bird with a broken wing will never fly as high.” I'm sure that TJ.
Ware was made to feel this way almost every day in school.

By high school, T.J. was the most celebrated
troublemaker in his town. Teachers literally cringed *
when they saw his name posted on their classroom lists for
the next semester. He wasn’t very talkative, didn’t answer
questions and got into lots of fights. He had flunked °
almost every class by the time he entered his senior
year, yet was being passed on each year to a higher
grade level. Teachers didn’t want to have him again the
following year. T.J. was moving on, but definitely not
moving up. I met T.J. for the first time at a weekend
leadership retreat *. All the students at school had been invited to sign up for ACLE ’ training, a
program designed to have students become more involved in their communities. T.J. was one of 405
students who signed up. When I showed up to lead their first retreat, the community leaders gave
me this overview of the attending students: “We have a total spectrum ° represented today, from
the student body president to T.J. Ware, the boy with the longest arrest record in the history of
town.” Somehow, I knew that I wasn’t the first to hear about T.J.s darker side as the first words of

introduction.

At the start of the retreat, T]. was literally standing outside the circle of students, against the back
wall, with that “go ahead, impress me” look on his face. He didn’t readily join the discussion groups,
didn’t seem to have much to say. But slowly, the interactive games drew him in. The ice really melted
when the groups started building a list of positive and negative things that had occurred at school that
year. TJ. had some definite thoughts on those situations. The other students in TJ.’ group welcomed
his comments. All of a sudden T}J. felt like a part of the group, and before long he was being treated like
a leader. He was saying things that made a lot of sense, and everyone was listening. T.J. was a smart guy
and he had some great ideas.

made certain to fail

to move back or away from something or someone because you’re afraid or in pain

[American English] to fail a test

a temporary community for thoughtful investigation of a topic, like religious retreat, health retreat, nature retreat, theme
retreat, etc.

Association of Community Education

a range of
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Wakening the Soul

4 The next day, T.J. was very active in all the sessions. By the end of the retreat, he had joined
the Homeless Project team. He knew something about poverty, hunger and hopelessness. The other
students on the team were impressed with his passionate concern and ideas. They elected T.J. co-
chairman of the team. The student council president would be taking his instruction from T.J. Ware.

5 When T.J. showed up at school on Monday morning, he arrived to a firestorm. A group of
teachers were protesting to the school principal about his being elected co-chairman. The very first
communitywide service project was to be a giant food drive, organized by the Homeless Project team.
These teachers couldn’t believe that the principal would allow this crucial beginning to a prestigious ',
three-year action plan to stay in the incapable hands of T.J. Ware.

6 They reminded the principal, “He has an arrest record ‘as long as your arm. He’ll probably steal
half the food.” Mr. Coggshall reminded them that the purpose of the ACE program was to uncover
any positive passion that a student had and reinforce its practice until true change can take place. The
teachers left the meeting shaking their heads in disgust, firmly convinced that failure was imminent °.

7 Two weeks later, T.J. and his friends led a group of 70 students in a drive to collect food. They
collected a school record: 2,854 cans of food in just two hours. It was enough to fill the empty shelves
in two neighborhood centers, and the food took care of needy families in the area for 75 days. The local
newspaper covered the event with a full-page article the next day. That newspaper story was posted on
the main bulletin board at school, where everyone could see it. T.J.’s picture was up there for doing
something great, for leading a record-setting food drive. Every day he was reminded about what he
did. He was being acknowledged as leadership material. T.J. started showing up at school every day and
answered questions from teachers for the first time. He led a second project, collecting 300 blankets’
and 1,000 pairs of shoes for the homeless shelter. The event he started now yields * 9,000 cans of food
in one day, taking care of 70 percent of the need for food for one year. T.J. reminds us that a bird with
a broken wing only needs mending. But once it has healed, it can fly higher than the rest. T.]J. got a job.
He became productive. He is flying quite nicely these days.

® Jim Hulliban:

An internationally recognized film producer and leadership retreat designer.

1 admired as one of the best and most important
likely to occur at any time, impending
3 to produce




Read to Think

1. Read to understand the contents of the text.

1)
2)

3)

4
5)

6)
7)
8)

9)
10)

What is people’s attitude towards those troubled kids?

Had TJ. passed on to a higher grade by the time he entered his senior
year? Can you guess which grade might be called senior year?

What was TJ.’s initial attitude towards the leadership retreat>? Why did
he begin to take interest in the activities later?

How come T.J. was elected co-chairman of the team?

How do you understand the sentence “he arrived to a firestorm”? Can
you give some examples to illustrate the point?

Did the principal successfully convince the teachers? How do you know?
If you were a teacher, what would you do in the situation?

Can you sum up people’s general impression about T.J. and also your own
impression of TJ. after reading the text?

Try to explain the saying “A bird with a broken wing will never fly as high.”
What do you think teachers can learn from this story?

2. Read to understand the organization of the text.

1
2)

3)

4

3)
6)

What is the symbolic meaning of the title “Broken Wing”?

How does the author introduce the main character T.J. Ware? Is it the
best way to make the introduction? Or do you have any better ideas for
the introduction?

Why does the author use several paragraphs to reflect other people’s
opinions about T.J.? Do you think the teachers’ reaction to the election
result is reasonable? Why or why not?

How does the author display T.J.’s personality? Can you find any definite
remarks about T.J. from the author? Do you think the remarks are
convincing?

How does the author prove that a bird with a broken wing can still fly high?
What does the story intend to tell us? In what order do you think the
story is narrated? Do you think the order serves the author’s purpose

successfully?

Distinguishing Opinions

Work in small groups. Review what you have just read, and take notes to

distinguish the following people’s opinions about T.J. Ware.

T.J.s teachers:




Wakening the Soul

the author:

1. Readto Speak

1. Guided Speaking : :
1) Please retell T.J. Ware’s first day in ACE training program from his own point of view.
2) Read the following statements and check whether you agree with them or not. Then

discuss your points in groups.

Statements Disagree

/ TJ Ware was a troublcmaker in his hometown.
| Troubied kidsare doomed to be failures.

TJ Wa}é';séémed to be a dumb student.

The teachers and students all had prejudice againét
T.J. Ware.

- Students with arreét records should not be trusted.

3) Role-play: Create a dialogue with your partner based on the following cue cards.

{ u will teach TJ s class this semester, and yoﬁ want to know more about the students, |
| especially T.J. So you ask Ms. Bright about T.J.’s study, personality, etc. You express your |
| attitudes towards troubled students and would like to try something different to help T}J. ‘

ho ‘has taught 1l for the last two semesters. You are trying to tell the |
ts to know, and mean you give her advice as how to deal |

2. Free Speaking ;
This text tells a story about how a “bad” student w1th an arrest record changed into a
“good” student who devoted himself to the community work. What role does the school play
in his change? Associate the story to current situations in China’s high schools. Do “bad”

5



students get enough attention from the school and their teachers? Have they been fairly
treated in school as their “model” classmates? What measures should the school take to help
these students? Try to use the words and phrases you have learned from the text to discuss the
topic in small groups.

(Idea input)
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R, ENEAGBFRBEKFMZERSRAIER, REER~4 “£4£7 . ROE
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Il. Read to Write

1. Guided Writing

Read the text again. Divide these paragraphs into three parts and use one sentence to
summarize each part. Then choose appropriate transitional words and phrases in the box to
combine three sentences to form a coherent summary.

Transitional words and phrases:

however moreover -~ firstly although
in the past as a result since then
before after at last when

B N B e 2 = N R e N WO S R e

1) Partl:
2) PartII:
3) PartIII:

Your summary:




