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The Theory and Strategy of
Sustainable Development

(Abstract)

Today, as a very important subject, the theory of sustainable
development is worldwide being concerned and discussed; from the
forum of the United Nations to the formulation of the social econo-
my development plan for various countries, to the warning, concern
and prediction given by scientists and humanists, all these make the
subject even more urgent. In retrospect, we have achieved so much
in history, especially since the modern Industrial Revolution; the so-
cial productivity and material wealth have largely increased, great
change has been made in remaking nature and developing economy.
Meanwhile, we have to see soberly the other side of the development—
our industrialized achievements are mostly based on a great con-
sumption of mary kinds of natural resources, especially the unre-
newable resources, which has led to a series of critical problems,
such as the expansion of population, the shortage of natural re-
sources, the pollution of environment, and the destruction of ecolog-
ical system. Not only do all these problems block the progress of our
economy and society, but they threaten the future and even the exis-
tence of human being. In short, we are facing the real danger of
unsustainable development. Under such circumstances, the interna-
tional community began to examine and criticize the industrialized
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development way and the mode of economic growth since the 1970s.
Scholars tried to find a way of development completly different from
the traditional one, to establish a brand-new theory of social devel-
opment—that is the theory of sustainable development.

The theory of sustainable development involves many fields:
science, technology, economy, population, natural resources, eco-
logical environment, life style, government policy, social
civilization,. SOmal values, laws, philosophy, etc. From the angle of
multi-disciplines—combining natural science and social science, this
book gives a quite complete and systemic elaboration on the theory
and étrategy of g_mstaimble development. There are three parts in the
book: part onte deals ‘with the formation, the theoretical structure
and the theoretical foundation (the scientific foundation and the
philosophical foundation) of the theory of sustainable development;
part two probes into the problems in some major branches and the
related countermeatures, such as population, natural resources, en-
vironment, mode of economic growth, ecological agriculture, city
development, the biological diversity and nature disaster; part three
introduces the policies and meatures made by the international com-
munity and China (Guangdohg as a special example) during the
process of carrying out the strategy of sustainable development.
From the fundamental theory to its major branches, further to their
practice, our book trys to provide an omnibearing illustration and

generalization of the theory and strategy of sustainable development.
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