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A Portrait of the Bronze Capital
Li Ming

Mayor of Tongling Municipal People’ s Government

By Yangtse River, with Tianjing Lake in its boundary, Tongling,
a city located in southern China surrounded by mountains and
waters, is endowed with enchanting landscape. It has also been a
land of courtesy since the ancient time, with its location just at the
connection of two ancient kingdoms Wu and Chu. Its unique culture
and beautiful landscape have brought the footsteps of many famous
figures here. From Li Bai, a great poet of Tang Dynasty (618-907), to
Su Shi, Wang Anshi and Yang Wanli, great poets of Song Dynasty
(960-1279), to Tang Xianzu, a famous playwright of Ming Dynasty
(1368-1644), to Liu Dakui, a “Tongcheng school poet” of Qing
Dynasty (1644—-1911), they were all attracted by the fame of ancient
Tongling and came here for an aesthetic journey. They were touched
and inspired by its beauty and left their descendants many excellent

poems and verses.
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Jinniu Ancient Mining Relic Site was discovered in Tongling
and the unearthed bronze castings demonstrate that Tdng]ing has a
long and profound history. The experts’ appraisal of those wares
show that even more than 3,000 years ago Tongling was renowned as
“China’s Ancient Bronze Capital” and the history of its copper mine,
smelting and casting started in Shang and Zhou Dynasties (BC 16C—
BC 256), prospered in Han and Tang Dynasties (BC 206 — AD 220,
618-907, respectively) and continues to develop into the modern
time. Tongling is one of the cradles for China’s bronze culture.

Tongling is also endowed with abundant natural resources and
products. Dozens of minerals apart from copper have been proved,
such as gold, silver, iron, coal, limestone and other rare metals. Other
local specialties include the renowned Chinese ginger,Fengdan
Peony, and the famous South China tea, “Wild Sparrow Tongue-tip”
(named after its shape).

Tongling is soaked in a unique regional culture. The dragon boat
race on Que River in Datong County, the March 3rd temple fair in
Shun’an County and, the Tongling cowherds’ song and the Zhu Ma
Deng performance (literally “bamboo horse lantern”) of Zhongming
County already ranked in the list of Anhui Provincial Spiritual
Cultural Heritage, demonstrate a distinct portrait of Tongling local
life and traditions.

Tongling, a beautiful place, has fostered generations of gifted
people---

In 1949, the ancient copper mine industry recaptured a new life

and “starting an undertaking” became the main theme of time. The




first generation of copper miners was born and the first batch of
melted copper of new China was produced here. The ancient bronze
capital has developed into a modern copper production base of China.

Especially in recent years, Tongling Municipal Committee of
CPC and Tongling Municipal Government have followed the principle
of scientific development, made great efforts to achieve the harmony
between human and nature, between the development of material,
spiritual and ecological civilizations and between economic
prosperity,  social advancement and environmental protection,
promoted the integration of the 3000 years’  bronze culture,
Tongling’s distinct laﬁdscape and its modern construction, and thus
have formed an urban development plan about combining ecology,
landscape and culture, and advancing from micro level to macro
level.

With the firm guidance of the Municipal Committee of CPC and
the Municipal Government and through the arduous efforts of its
people, Tongling has made a comprehensive progress in economy,
politics, culture, society and people’s life. Some of its experience
and achievements is leading not only in Anhui province but also in

the whole China. With a rapidly and soundly developing economy,

Tongling becomes one of the vanguard cities in the development of -

Anhui province. It has also made great progress in its social cause
and sets examples for others in improving its people’s life. Nor is it
left behind in cultural construction: the spirit of bronze capital has
been promoted and enhanced. With such a pdsitivé and vibrant

environment, Tongling won various national tittes of honour: National
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Advanced City in Urban Civilization, National Advanced .City in
Technological Development, National Advanced City in Development
on Quality, National Double Support Model City, National Excellent
City, and National Model City for Comprehensive Administration of
Public Security, etc. Besides, it was also nominated for National
Charm City.
Dotted by green mountains and azure waters, the bronze capi-
tal extends its territory under the blue sky displaying an enchant—

ing radiance.
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