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Abstract

The research of Chinese grammar has had a history of more than one
hundred years. Today, the study of semantics has attracted increas'glg
attention of the researchers. A case in point is the b(;dy of research that has
been done on the form and meaning, and the Theory of Three Dimensions
since the 1980s. The previous studies on semantics have addressed the
issues like semantic features, semantic relations, semantic structures and
semantic orientations, etc. Among these issues, semantic orientation has
remained a hot topic in the past 20 years, and the studies of some
researchers have shed light on the theory of semantic orientation.
Nevertheless, there are a lot of questions waiting to be explored before
researchers in this area can draw a complete picture of semantic orientation.

Based on the studies of semantic orientation by Chinese and western
researchers, the book a) describes and explains the patterns and types of
semantic orientation of linguistic components at different structure levels;
and b) sets up a model of semantic orientation study.

The book is built on these two theories, i. e. , the mutual selectivity of
syntax and semantics, and the predication structure and its multi — level
system.

Part One consists of the first five chapters, which is the core of the
whole book. They mainly deal with the theoretical issues of semantics
study, including (a) a criticism of linguistic study at home and abroad;
(b) an overview of Chinese semantic orientation study; (¢) the definition,
nature and contents of semantic orientation; (d) the structural patterns of
semantic orientation and ambiguity of orientation; and (e) types of

semantic orientation.
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The literature of Chinese study shows that researchers began to pay
attention to the issue of semantic orientation at the time when the Chinese
grammar system was constructed on the basis of western grammar
framework. So far the research of semantic orientation has undergone two
stages, i. e., the pre —embryonic stage and the embryonic stage. The
present stage can be called the exploratory stage. Although researchers
have studied semantics orientation for more than one hundred years, the
results are far from satisfactory. Specifically, there are two main problems
that call for solution: (a) the research in this area has confined to semantic
orientation of typical structures and word classes, and no study has
examined the issues of semantics systematically and comprehensively; and
(b) researchers hold different stances on some major theories of semantics
study.

Based on the principle of mutual selectivity between syntax and
semantics, the theories of human cognitive schemas and the semantic
structures, the book discusses the interdependence between two syntactic
components, i. e. » the relationship between the orienting and the oriented.
The general goal of semantic orientation analysis is to uncover the
correspondence rules between syntactic structures and semantic structures
by describing and explaining the semantic links between syntactic
components. Viewed from this perspective, semantic orientation analysis
falls under the domains of syntax and semantics because semantic issues are
the concern of both syntactic and semantic studies.

The contents of semantic orientation include four aspects: semantic
matching, semantic items, orienting directions and semantic links. They
differ from each other in terms of their nature and reference points.
Specifically, semantic matching is the basis of semantic orientation, which
imposes semantic consistency and mutual — selection on the orienting and
the oriented items. Semantic items addressee the number of the orienting

items in relation to the oriented items, and the number of the oriented
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items in relation to the orienting items. Orienting direction deals with the
direction or the way in which the orienting items orient in respect to its
oriented items. Semantic links concern the semantic items connected to the
oriented components in concrete linguistic contexts, which involve
pragmatic logical factors such as linguistic situation, implication, .
presupposition and focus, etc.

Orienting directions or ways in which the orienting elements orient to
their oriented items are different. The author extracts ten pairs of
structural patterns of orienting directions: front and back orientations;
forward and backward orientations; adjacent and remote orientations;
exclusive and inclusive orientations; strong and weak orientations; single
and multiple orientations; explicit and implicit orientations, internal and
external orientations; sole and plural orientations; and homogeneous and
heterogeneous orientations. Among these pairs, front and back
orientations, forward and backward orientations, strong and weak
orientations, single and multiple orientations, and explicit and implicit
orientations tend to cause ambiguity. The analysis of semantic orientation
patterns helps us to examine semantic orientation ambiguity at the sentence
level. An in —depth study reveals that the index of semantic orientation
ambiguity can be calculated in this formula: the number of potential front
— oriented items -+ the number of potential back —oriented items + the
total of the potential front—oriented and back —oriented items.

A hierarchical system of semantic orientation is proposed on the basis
of the Predication Theory and our analysis of semantic orientation
contents. First, the Chinese semantic orientations are subdivided into
simple predication and complex predication in terms of the degree of
structure complexity. Then the complex predication is further categorized
into direct and indirect predications. Finally, the indirect predication is
again divided into six subclasses: subordinate predication, downgraded

predication, restrictive predication, implied predication, possessive



6 DUETE X e m

predication and synonymous orienting predication.

Part Two is composed of Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 10 and 11, which
provides a detailed discussion of the six types of semantic orientation of
indirect predications in Chinese. In addition, it offers a new explanation of
the some important sentence patterns from the perspective of semantic
orientation.

Chapter 12 is the third part of the book, which analyzes the semantic
orientation at the discourse and textual level, and classifies semantic
orientation into intra — sentence orientation, inter — sentence orientation
and illocutionary orientation. It argues that the six types of semantic
orientation of indirect predication can be applicable not only in the analysis
of semantic orientation at the clause level, but also at the discourse level.

Chapter 13 is a summary of the whole book. It points out the
limitations of the semantic orientation analysis and discusses the issues of
combining semantic orientation analysis with other relevant theories.

When combined with other relevant theories, semantic orientation
analysis can provide a very powerful and rigorous explanation of linguistic
facts, and it can be applicable in many academic fields. The book is but a
preliminary attempt in this respect. Semantic orientation analysis can be
utilized to reclassify adverbs, to generalize Chinese syntactic patterns, and
to explore the underlying cause of the patterns of semantic orientation, etc.
These issues remain to be investigated in future study.

Key words: semantic orientation; content; pattern; type; context

classification; relevant theories
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