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3 ¢ Edmund O’ Neitt
T RS SR 4B Bt #

Set yourself free from anything that might hinder you in becoming the
person you want to be. Free yourself from the uncertainties about your abilities
or the worth of your dreams, from the fears that you may not be able to achieve
them or that they won’t be what you wanted.

Set yourself free from the past. The good things from yesterday are still yours
in memory; the things you want to forget you will, for tomorrow is only a sunrise
away. Free yourself from regret or guilt, and promise to live this day as fully as
you can.

Set yourself free from the expectations of others, and never feel guilty or
embarrassed if you do not live up to their standards. You are most important to
yourself; live by what you feel is best and right for you. Others will come to
respect your integrity and honesty.

Set yourself free to simply be yourself, and you will soar higher than you've
ever dreamed.
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What Is & Great Book?

Montimen J. Qdlen
#H #*

3 % %, 1.3 2 $h (Mortimer J. Adler) Z £ B % % & ¥
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There is no end to the making of books. Nor
. ,,»+-.-+—+-—+—+-+-+—-+-+-+~+-‘.
does there seem to be any end to the making of + 1. multiply ['maltiplar] . % e i
lists of “great books.” There have always been 1 5 blue-ribbon ['bluz'riban] adj.
more books than anyone could read. And as they KFW, — Rk
have multiplied' through the centuries, more and 1 3. rejoice [rr'd3o1s] v. (# )k & |

more blue-ribbon? lists have had to be made. (#2) % 3%

No matter how long your life, you will, at
B e e S MU '}

best, be able to read only a few books of all that
have been written, and the few you do read
should include the best. You can rejoice’ in the
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4. Alexandria [,&lig'za:ndria] n.
I 7 L K

5. Quintilian [kwin'tiljon] n. %
R, FFLHEFE

6. Renaissance [r1'nersans] n. sC
L E %

7. revival [r1'varvol] n. & 7%, &

L

7N

.

8. Montaigne [mpn'tem] n. % & ,
FEERAER ,BIMAE

9. Erasmus [1'reezmos] n. #F424f
WM EZALELRH)

10. uniformity [,juini'formati] n.
—%,¥4

11. enduring [in'djuerin] adj. #
A #

12. Gone With the Wind % 8 4k |
R T A KB R 8 T
(&2

13. Don Quixote % ¥i F 4 £ &£
TR F(EFTR)

14. liad # % £ 1% (7 4] 24 )
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fact that the number of such is relatively small.

The listing of the best books is as old as
reading and writing. The teachers and librarians
of ancient Alexandria* did it. Quintilian® did it for
Roman education, selecting, as he said, both
ancient and modern classics. In  the
Renaissance®, such leaders of the revival” of
learning as Montaigne® and Erasmus’ made lists
of the books they read.

It is to be expected that the selections will
change with the times. Yet there is a surprising
uniformity™ in the lists which represent the best
choices of any period. In every age, the list
makers include both ancient and modern books
in their selections, and they always wonder
whether the moderns are up to the great books of
the past.

What are the signs by which we may
recognize a great book? The six | will mention
may not be all there are, but they are the ones
I've found most useful in explaining my choices
over the years.

Great books are probably the most widely
read. They are not bestsellers for a year or two.
They are enduring'’ bestsellers. Gone With the
Wind'? has had relatively few readers compared
to the plays of Shakespeare or Don Quixote™. It
would be reasonable to estimate that Homer’s
lliad™ has been read by at least 25,000,000
people in the last 3,000 years.

A great book need not even be a bestseller
in its own day. It may take time for it to



SJINGDILAN

accumulate its ultimate’ audience. The
astronomer Kepler, whose work on the
planetary'® motions is now a classic, is reported
to have said of his book that “it may wait a
century for a reader, as God has waited 6,000
years for an observer.”

Great books are popular, not pedantic.
They are not written by specialists about
specialties for specialists. Whether they be
philosophy or science, or history or poetry, they
treat human, not academic™ problems. They are
written for men, not professors. To read a
textbook for advanced students, you have to read
an elementary textbook first. But the great
books can be considered elementary in the sense
that they treat the elements of any subject matter.
They are not related to one another as a series of
textbooks, graded in difficulty or in the
technicality® of the problems with which they
deal.

There is one kind of prior” reading,
however, which does help you to read a great
book, and that is the other great books the author
himself read. Let me illustrate® this point by
taking Euclid’s Elements of Geometry”® and
Newton’s Mathematical Principles of Natural
Philosophy*. Euclid requires no prior study of
mathematics. His book is generally an
introduction to geometry, and to basic arithmetic
as well. The same cannot be said for Newton,
because Newton uses mathematics in the
solution” to physical problems. His style shows
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15. ultimate ['Altimat] adj. & % # ‘:f
16. planetary ['pleenitori] adj. 47 1
o !
17. pedantic [pr'deentik] adj. % % f
24 1

18. academic [;&ka'demik] adj. % i
EASRE: &0 {

19. elementary [eli'mentori] adj. J:f
e 1

20. technicality [iteknr'klot1] n. |
FIVH, FRM f

21. prior ['prars] adj. 1 244 , £ I
A 69 {

22. illustrate ['tlostrert] v. 1 % w‘l
23. geometry [d31'pmitri] n. JU4T 1
# |

24. Mathematical Principles of ‘:r
Natural Philosophy ( f #% 4 j';
FOHFRE) i

25. solution [sa'luzfon] n. % & Jlr
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. ration ['refon] n. & & , B %
®

. intelligible [1n'telidzobl] ad;.
T 22 fig 44

. illuminate [1'ljurminert] ».
W,

. contemporary [kan'temparari]
adj. %R, Rl B AR

. outmode [aut'moud] ». 41T
B

. doctrine ['doktrin] n. # %, %
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32. scholar ['skpla] n. % #
33. potent ['pautont] adj. A ¢, |
k8 4
1
1
1
3 1
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how deeply he was influenced by Euclid’s
treatment of ration® and proportions. His book is,
therefore, not readily intelligible”, even to
scientists, unless Euclid has been read before.

I am not saying that great scientific books
can be read without effort. | am saying that if
they are read in an historical order, the effort is
rewarded. Just as Euclid illuminates® Newton
and Galileo, so they in turn help to make
Einstein intelligible. The point applies to
philosophical books as well.

Great books are always contemporary®. In
contrast, the books we call “contemporary”,
because they are currently popular, last only for
a year or two, or ten at the most. You probably
cannot recall the names of many earlier
bestsellers, and you probably would not be
interested in reading them. But the great books
are never outmoded® by the movement of
thought or the shifting winds of doctrine® and
opinion.

People regard the “classics” as the great
has-beens, the great books of other times. “Our
times are different,” they say. On the contrary,
the great books are not dusty remains for
scholars” to investigate, they are, rather, the
most potent® civilizing forces in the world
today.

The fundamental human problems remain
the same in all ages. Anyone who reads the
speeches of Demosthenes and the letters of
Cicero, or the essays of Bacon and Montaigne,
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will find how constant is the preoccupation* of
men with happiness and justice, with virtue® and
~ truth and even with stability® and change itself.
We may accelerate the motions of life, but we
cannot seem to change the routes” that are
available® to its goals.

Great books are the most readable. They
will not let you down if you try to read them
well. They have more ideas per page than most

books have in their entirety®. That is why you }

can read a great book over and over again and
never exhaust® its contents.

They can be read at many different levels of
understanding, as well as with a great diversity*
of interpretations”. Obvious examples are
Gulliver’s Travels, Robinson Crusoe and Odyssey.
Children can read them with enjoyment, but fail
to find therein® all the beauty and significance
which delight an adult mind.

Great books are the most instructive®. This
follows from the fact that they are original
communications; they contain what cannot be
found in other books. Whether you ultimately
agree or disagree with what they say, these are
the primary teachers of mankind; they have
made the basic contributions to human thought.
It is almost unnecessary to add that the great
books are the most influential® books. In the
tradition of learning, they have been most
discussed by readers who have also been writers.
These are the books about which there are many
other books — countless and, for the most part,

O U O S R S

J:f 34. preoccupation

i [prizokju'peifan] n. % &,

pookE

‘:r 35. virtue ['vaitju:] n. £4%

1 36. stability [sto'bilot1] n. &€ 1

} 37. route [ruit] n. %42, &%

1 38. available [2'verlobl] adj. 7T A

3
39. entirety [In'tarati] n. T 4,4
3R

40. exhaust [19'zoist] v. A A,
R

. diversity [dar'va:siti] n. £ 5
% # 4L

. interpretation
[nt3:pri'terfon] n. ## , 8
]

. therein [Oear'in] adv. £ AR 2

. instructive [in'straktiv] adj. A
E- RN & -

. influential [influ'enfal] adj.
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. boundary ['baundri] n. # %, :+

. strait-jacket ['strert'dzaekit] +

. manifestation

o e T o S

persistently [pa'sistontli] adv. ’:f
B A 1
genuine mystery Ji iE69Ab AL |
acknowledge [ok'nplidz] ». 7&K ’:r
/N

e

+
. privilege ['privalids] n. 4 54 |

g 1
h\ﬁﬁ- +
n REH kR4

[imenifes'teifon] n. B+, % }

+

forgotten.
Great books deal with the persistently
unsolved problems of human life. There are

46

genuine mysteries” in the world that mark the
limits of human knowing and thinking. Inquiry
not only begins with wonder, but usually ends
with it also. Great minds acknowledge®
mysteries honestly. Wisdom is fortified, not
destroyed, by understanding its limitations.

It is our privilege®, as readers, to belong to
the larger brotherhood of man which recognizes
no national boundaries®. | do not know how to
escape from the strait-jacket’ of political
nationalism. | do know how we become friends
of the human spirit in all its manifestations®,
regardless of time and place. It is by reading the
great books.
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The days that make us happy make us wise.
— John Masefield

When | first read this line by England’s Poet
Laureate, it startled' me. What did Masefield
mean? Without thinking about it much, | had
always assumed that the opposite was true. But
his sober? assurance® was arresting*. | could not
forget it.

Finally, I seemed to grasp his meaning and
realized that here was a profound® observation.
The wisdom that happiness makes possible lies

in clear perception®, not fogged” by anxiety nor

Léoged. Monnia
EUP N
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138 startle ['sta:tl] v, E 1%

12. sober ['sauba(r)] adj. % # #
+3. assurance [9'fuorens] n. ¥f %,
TRiE, i fs

%4. arresting  [9'restin] adj. 5] A
1
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I'5. profound [pra'faund] adj. & Jtr
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+6. perception [pa'sepfan] nkse, |
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17 fogged [fogd] adj.# % % !
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