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Preface

This book is designed for students who are planning to take IELTS, but are
unsure about what exactly is required of them in the Speaking Module. The book is
divided into three sections, which readers should study in the order in which they
are presented.

Section One is probably the most important. It gives readers a breakdown
of the Speaking Module criteria, as published by the IELTS partners (Cambridge
ESOL Examinations, British Council and IDP Australia) and provides an analysis
of what each of these criteria means. In addition, there are strategies for improving
in each of the criteria that readers can employ when preparing for the Speaking
Module. Readers need to assess their abilities honestly and/or have their abilities in
each area assessed by a qualified teacher. This will allow them to focus their time
and energy on those areas that are most in need of improvement.

Section Two contains one Practice Test, this time with three answers at
different levels—bands 6, 7 and 8. This provides readers with the opportunity to
compare different levels of ability and thereby see why certain candidates score
higher than others. Readers should be aware that candidates rarely give answers at
the same level throughout the test. Each candidate is highly likely to answer some
questions better than others. Examiners are trained to give candidates a score that
reflects their average level throughout the test.

Section Three, the bulk of the book, contains twenty Practice Tests, covering
a wide range of topics and question types, which follow the same style and layout
of the actual Speaking Module. There is a sample model answer for each question,
which provides readers with some ideas about how to answer the questions. Readers
can use this section not only to become familiar with topics and questions but also
to improve their vocabulary and see how various structures are used to convey
information effectively.

This book is not intended as a replacement for English practice. The ability to
read the words contained in this book is no guarantee of the ability to use them in

a test environment. Readers should consider their own answers to the questions in



this book as they read through it. They should then practise using them. Readers
should also bear in mind that these questions are not necessarily the questions
they will be asked in the actual Speaking Module—though that possibility
certainly exists!

I would like to thank Prof. Hu Min, President of Beijing New Channel, for
suggesting this book and providing the core ideas for it. As for you, the reader, I
wish you every success in the Speaking Module and hope that this book provides
you with the information you need in order to succeed.

Mark Griffiths
May 2008
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1.1 Interpreting the Band Scores

AR Vi 5 PR 5 SE R

1.1.1 Fluency and Coherence Z#i5i&ER

Band 5 5 7}

« usually maintains flow of speech but uses repetition, self-correction and/or slow speech
to keep going

BEEREAER, E2AEE. BHEE, MR/ IRAEEAASE UKL
HIT A ARIEIER

This means that the candidate continues talking, but uses inappropriate methods to do
this. Often, this is due to a lack of vocabulary and/or a lack of confidence in using grammatical

structures.

XIENEXEEREFTFTERIK, BEANARTNEY, BEXSHTIELCEARAEN /5
fE B AEMNERZ 15 O PTEA o

* may over-use certain connectives and discourse markers

T 2 AR EEEEFFIERIRC

The range of connectives and discourse markers is limited. For the purposes of IELTS
scoring, connectives include words and phrases like ‘however’, ‘because’ and ‘on the other
hand’. Discourse markers include ‘firstly’, ‘well’ and ‘what [ mean is’.

EEREMERFCHEARAER. ATETFITFS, EEiE—HKRS B3 however.
because. on the other hand %, TIBHEARICNEFE firstly. well 0 what I mean is %,

« produces simple speech fluently, but more complex communication causes fluency

problems

RERFMHTEH LR, EAERTEERA—LEHNARS HATRBNER

This means that the candidate speaks fluently when talking about basic, familiar topics



BENEERAES

and/or when using basic, familiar vocabulary and grammatical structures. However, on unfa-
miliar topics and when more advanced vocabulary and structures are required, the candidate
begins to hesitate, self-correct and repeat things much more.
XREEFEERREMO . PBRETN / FELAEMN. RBNECIEES
MBI B ARSI R. EAEBEAABRNERNEEREAESEINNELSEH
NEERSHIEINER, BREE, HEZHMHAEERR,

Band 6 6 7

« is willing to speak at length, though may lose coherence at times due to occasional repe-
tition, self-correction or hesitation

BERKNERK, BANTRHSEABRNEE. BREEIRBAERH SBEZ %
RER

This means that the candidate generally gives longer answers, rather than just simple
one-sentence responses. The candidate’s answers may lack coherence, but this is not due to
content. This is a vital thing for candidates to understand. Many candidates provide responses
that do not make sense. A band 6 candidate does not do this. Repetition, self-correction and
hesitation are not so important, as long as they are limited in quantity and in their effect on
communication.

XRIEZFE—MERFRBEZF OB, MARHEHEE—6E, FEENRE
RZER, BEOENATERERN, X—SREE, F4EUNBEH., REFEOEH
FEILPR. BTG 6 PNELERTZEN, REHINELRS, MAREWZR, ER.
BHREFEFRFEHALFARR™EMNRIM,

« uses a range of connectives and discourse markers but not always appropriately

BEfE AR MEREEFNERARC, EENERATRES

This criteria is easy to understand and most candidates do not have major difficulties in
this area. The most important thing to notice is that this criteria focuses more on range than on
accuracy.

XMIERBZER, ABAEFEEXFTAATBEAKRNEE, RFTEIEN—
R, Z—IVEERELEFEATRNERRMERRE, X T ERNERREEERRS,
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Band 7 7 7

* speaks at length without noticeable effort or loss of coherence

AR F KB EIRRRMARER

Often, a band 6 candidate can give long responses, but these answers don’t sound natural.
A band 7 candidate breaks through this barrier. Answers are coherent—i.e. they make sense as
individual responses and as part of a discussion. In other words, the candidate gives answers
that are complementary, rather than contradictory.

6 FANEAEBERFRMEE MR, BEEEFSIAERREAR, 7 00 FENFERARX
—EB, TEREANENDANMIEE, E2EABRMIRN—HS, a2
MEERN. HEEN, MINNEZX2EMERNmAEEEFEN,

* uses a range of connectives and discourse markers with some flexibility

BEF R RIEH KB BEREAERIRC

This means that the candidate uses connectives and discourse markers that have similar
meanings instead of using the same ones again and again. For example, the candidate might
use ‘meanwhile’ in one answer and ‘at the same time’ in another to express the same meaning.

XREXEEXBEARBEEINERINEREFE, AR RECLAR—&E
BEEFMERIRNC, Flwn, A aTMUE—PEZE$EH meanwhile XM, MES—
Zcp £ at the same time RIARH AT R,

» may demonstrate language-related hesitation at times, or some repetition and/or
self-correction

ANSABEHESMHRSE, IHAEEN/ABREE

This means that the candidate might pause, repeat or self-correct because they are
‘searching’ for grammar or vocabulary in their mind or because they realize that they have
made a grammatical error or chosen the wrong word. This will not happen often—"at times”.

XEKREZESHEN. EEIEBREE, BEXNNERAMNEREPRIEE
HiFL, RERAMNBRYECL T BEERIABEFE, XARBROER, HAF
KBERE,



RETEZESAEBL

Band 8 8 7

» speaks fluently with only occasional repetition or self-correction; hesitation is usually
content-related and only rarely to search for language

B E = I)IL%‘J 3 ﬁﬁd\ﬂ']iﬁ'ﬁ =} ﬁEE &.Il IR £E IEE/RIE Iu\%m"é‘s
B8R \zEr’zﬁ FESHWEREA

Here, the emphasis on the reason for hesitation switches from language (grammar and
vocabulary) to content (the candidate is thinking about what information to include in the

answer).
AXE, WREFRENZRBAHIES (BEFEL ) FOAR (FEBFERFLEE
BEREBLEEE )

« develops topics coherently and appropriately

EENBERERMGS

The candidate not only answers the question, but adds suitable information to it in order
to develop the conversation. The answer is easy to understand and makes sense to the listener.

FENMIEET B, BRNT EENEREH—FHRNE, BEXEHT, &
FUNEAER,

Band 9 9 %

» speaks fluently with only rare repetition or self-correction; any hesitation is content-
related rather than to find words or grammar

BEEZARH, ROEEHEREE, REAARBRLTEEARMAREANRER
Emﬂqﬁaﬁﬁh}

It is important to notice that, even at the highest level, a very limited number of “errors”
is acceptable. Band 9 does not mean “perfection”—it means “close to perfection”. Pauses are
only because the candidate is thinking of content—not because they are trying to recall gram-
matical structures or suitable vocabulary.

REGIENE, IERERETEANESKE, LPENEREERKATN. 957
HAEG®KET2TX, EAR "BEXZX" ME. FERRXEEAMMNEEELAR,
MAREAMNAEZHERBEEHMHEENIEL,



| RERBAG |

* speaks coherently with fully appropriate cohesive features

WHEER, HERED

Speech is easy to understand in terms of the way it is structured. The phrase “fully appro-
priate” means not only “correct”, but also appropriate in terms of style.

WHEARBLBRILABTZER, tPEPRIN "T85 NMURIEEREZ
FERAIEENSS,

* develops topics fully and appropriately
TEARRE NS

This means that the candidate provides responses that examine the topic from several
different angles—i.e. by providing multiple reasons and/or by discussing multiple viewpoints.
This is likely to be difficult unless the candidate is particularly well-read or has given consider-
able thought to the topic.

XEREZERMTENAELZT R, SHLZ A HNELF/ T L AN
mo BMEIX—RHARS, REFASIESZFE LN NEMRBAELT

1.1.2 Lexical Resource L &R

Band 5 5 7

* manages to talk about familiar and unfamiliar topics but uses vocabulary with limited
flexibility
BEAXTPUR BN ARENEE, BEREATLARETELRS

This means that the candidate can say at least a minimum amount on almost any topic.
However, answers are undeveloped and/or use the same vocabulary again and again.

XEEFENFERBIEALRERTEELANEALE, BREFFEXHTRE, M
B/ER—ECREEMH,

» attempts to use paraphrase but with mixed success

RN, BNmATEN AR
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In the IELTS Speaking Module, “paraphrasing” means “referencing”—i.e. the use of
words like ‘it’, ‘they’ and ‘those’ to refer to nouns. Candidates that do not do this consistently
will score bands 1-5 on this criteria.

ARBOBEERE, "BX" {80 "f5RR", JrENEEEA it. they F0 those Fidt5
REMBIE, RIBX—T0E, FEUORTEER —BHERER, BAMBYIEIEEAN
1-5 PER T,

Band 6 6 77

* has a wide enough vocabulary to discuss topics at length and make meaning clear in
spite of inappropriacies

RARBHEILCEBEAKNEITRIER, BEAFTHYINGT, BBEEEERRE
B

This criteria is directly linked to the fluency and coherence criteria at the same level.
Providing a longer answer is not just a test of fluency—it is also a test of range of vocabulary.
Candidates should remember that repetitive answers are penalised with band scores of 1-5 on
both the fluency and coherence scale and the lexical resource scale. A band 6 candidate will
choose the wrong words sometimes, but the meaning will be clear. In other words, communi-
cation is more important than accuracy.

X—iREREREXNN T E—KEHNRARENERMNIVE, BEEZ ANEX RS
MHELR, MERNECEXNNNER, ZETHECHE, ERAFERE. ERMRER
WLRBIES, BEFFEEZREERIWITET 1-5 2NFRP X, BF 6 289%
FHIFERSEREE, EMERANBR—ERFWN, RaIEWR, EIXTIZFREHNLE
AHAREEE,

« generally paraphrases successfully

BERETMTIEX

Many candidates in China make mistakes when using ‘he’ and ‘she’, which could limit
their lexical resource score. To achieve band 6, a candidate should usually paraphrase correctly.

RZ o EX 47 HAFRKIE he 0 she YEHZRBESHE, BILMNAETHER
BAFERS. BFESMBRRNAINT REBUS 6 SIS



