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TOPIC ONE

American People ##m AR
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Unit'l Gateway to the U.S. A.
End @

Perhaps no single monument in the U. S. A. is as famous as
the Statue of Liberty. Standing on a small island in New York Har-
bor, the crowned lady, holding aloft! in her right hand the torch of
freedom and in her left hand a tablet which is inscribed “July 4th,
1776, is a symbol of American democracy. She is colossal®. Sheis -
151 ft*. high and the pedestal on which she stands is almost as
much®. An elevator takes visitors go the top of the pedestal, around
which a balcony runs. A spiral staircase® goes up to the crown, and
another to the torch. The étatue of Liberty was a gift to the U. S.
A. from France in 1886, as a mark of friendship and also in
memory of the aid France gg\ie the Americans during the Americén
Revolution. o ‘

For millions of immigrants, the Statue was their first sight of
the promised land’, and for a few it was also the last, as they sailed
back home again. t_fS_*a desolate future. " About a mile from Liberty
Island, there is another small island?, called Ellis Island, which was
looked upon with dread by the immigrants. For it was here that
they had to wait their turn to he examined by doctors and officials.
Most of the lmrmg-rants could not speak a word of English. But only
two out of 100 immigrants were refused admission to New York
City. Often the person refused turned out to be a grandmother or a

54 Weary, frightened glrl mistakenly labeled “ feeble-minded 8.
Sometimes husbands and wives were parted because one of them
—_9 —
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happened to have a bad cough and was suspected of having
tuberculosis. | £3:7%

New York City was a bitter disillusionment® to some immi-
grants. Far from being a city paved with gold, it was a city teeming
with overcrowded, unhealthy and unsafe glgtjgsi“,gg e immigrants
looked for earlier immigrants of their own nationality or religion. So
Italian, Polish, Irish, Jewish neighborhoods grew up. Because they
could not speak English, the newcomers found. it difficult to get

work at once, and their living quarters!'! were often slums'?,

. s
i

However, they found in the U. S. A. opportunities of bettering

themselves and of escaping from the_tyranny'® which many of them
- had suffered in their own countries. To that'éxtent, the Statue of
Liberty did giire them an honest welcome.
Today, immigrants no longer have to endure the indignities of
Ellis Island*. The grim buildings'® were closed down in 1924. In
1976, Ellis Island became an historic monument.
Most immigrants from Europe now pass through New York
* City via Kennedy Airport. But for immigrants from Asia — Kore-
ans, Filipinos, Chinese—the gateway to the U.S. A. is §_gnFrap—
cisco, not New York City.

Notes
1. aloft fFEE4:,
2. a tablet which is inscribed “July 4th, 1776” Z&F“1776 £ 7 H
4 H"HER,
3. colossal E XM, BEAH.

4. 181t 151 &R, MHTF 46 X,
5. the pedestal on which she stands is almost as much [ g Zc ¥
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6. spiral staircase BEHEATHHE.
7. promised land  FEFEHEHN T,

8. a weary, frightened girl mistakenly labeled “feeble-minded” . —

9.

10.
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12.
13.
14.

15.

ZEBEZ . HRWERNAHE NLE.

a bitter disillusionment FEERIZLI K.

a city teeming with overcrowed, unhealthy and unsafe ghettos
—BRERHTHHELE, FI4E, MEFALZLNARXAWE.
living quarters BEFLHb; 3185 &

slom  WRE, AEXHHEETELS.

tyranny &, RE. : .o
endure the indignities of Ellis Island ZZRM ¥ LA EIE.
Ellis §7& 1892~1943 £HH REN ERBRY. MAEAN
XENBROFERZIFRABPEE. ﬂ’.ﬁ& E‘%Eﬁ[j@
— e .

grim buildings TRy . X EELEH R .

Unit 2 America—the Melting Pot'?

Le—ny

_ Is the United States a melting pot? In other words, have immi-

grants to the U. S. A. merged with? the native Americans and
ceased to be Germans, Japanese, Poles, Irish, etc. ? It has been
suggested that a “pot of stew”® might be a more suitable word than
“melting pot”, for in a stew, the meat and vegetables keep their
own characteristics, but thanks to the spices and the way it is
cooked, the stew has a distinctive flavor- of its own.
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