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The Treasure of "Turenscape"

In September of 2000, the implementation of the construction project of Zhongshan
Qijiang Park was in a critical period, which was faced with challenges caused by the
unconventional design concept and artistic requirement. Zhongshan Urban Planning
Bureau, Zhongshan Construction Bureau and mayor in charge all put forward
the suggestion that the design unit take charge of the project and undertake the
design and construction of the structures of landscape art except the building
projects. This was really a great chance and challenge for Turenscape, and I felt
honored to have the first party's trust and the chance to realize the overall design
concept, meanwhile I was worried about how to guarantee the implementation
and completion of the project in such a short time (the first party required that the
project should be finished in the lunar Spring Festival after four months, which was
proved impossible and actually finished in October of the next year) and how to
deal with the project far away from Beijing, and I was eager to look for an onsite
work group which was qualified for it. In the critical period, Pang Wei and Huang
Zhengzheng appeared. Maybe this was destined by the fate, or because we were
of like pursuit and taste. Pang Wei, who reads widely, is a man of poetic flavor with

no artificialness or the literati's affectation. His style of conversation is arbitrary
and free, and his insight frequently flashes, thus he is once called as a "perceptual
person" by a master in the literary circles. Huang Zhengzheng, a descendant of
overseas Chinese in Indonesia, is purely elegant, and her behavior and tongue
are spontaneous art. An appropriate thing was destined to happen in the most
appropriate place and at the most appropriate time and with the most appropriate
people—this was nothing but Qijiang Park, and then "Guangzhou Turenscape"
appeared.

It is worth mentioning in particular that both Pang Wei and Huang Zhengzheng
were architects at that time and lived a well-off life respectively. Pang Wei had an
admirable public position and even was the first party of another project. However,
the flame of idealism buried in the deep of their hearts was ignited by the scheme
of Qijiang Park, and they arrived at the construction site without further promise
or economic guarantee, and promptly they recruited a group of outstanding artists
and engineers of the same inclination and ideal, such as Qiu Qinyuan. In the bright
sun in the summer and cold chilly rain in autumn of South China, they endured
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the hotness and walked in the mire, and quickly turned to real "soil persons", and
even in most of the time they were "clay dolls". Pang Wei's loss of flesh was a
good phenomenon, but Huang Zhengzheng's emaciation made others sighed at any
time. On the day before the Spring Festival, all the staff members of "Guangzhou
Turenscape" still worked unremittingly, and the mayor in charge of the project of
Zhongshan municipal government even presented two bottles of Erguotou alcohol
to sympathize them. The utmost fortitude during the period of one year and two
months left not only a Qijiang Park to the landscape realm in the Zhongshan City,
China and the whole world, but also a precious treasure to Turenscape—that was
the love for the earth under feet, the survival art in harsh adversity, the idealism
uneroded by fickleness or idleness and the never conceited frontier spirit.

For a number of years, it was this treasure that made Turenscape grow and
develop with great strides. Benefiting much from this treasure, for eight years,
Guangzhou Turenscape, with the effort of Pang Wei, Huang Zhengzheng and the
younger men of artistic talent like Zhang Jian have finished works piece by piece.
From the planning of large-scale landscape to the solution of modern design of
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micro-scale classic halls, all embody Turenscape's pursuit. It is certain that the
works in this collection are not at the acme of perfection, but they are steady
footprints of Turenscape's assiduously seek, and they are the valuable treasure
needed by Turenscape in the future and particularly "Guangzhou Turenscape" for
their development, and of course they are treasures worth criticizing and using for
reference by craft brothers in China's landscape design circle.

On the eve of publishing this new book, I write this preface with great pleasure.

Yu Kongjian

Professor and Dean of the Graduate School of Landscape
Architecture, Peking University

Chief Designer and President of Beijing Turenscape
Landscape and Architecture Planning & Design Institute
February of 2008, in Shangdi, Beijing
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Brave All Rebuff to Keep Doing it

Like the characters' encounter and acquaintance decided by fate in old fictions,
our encounter and acquaintance was full of oddness and certainty, there
must be something inexplicable for it. About nearly ten years ago, I made the
acquaintance of Dr. Yu Kongjian, who returned to China over two years, and
at that time, I was a beadle in Nanhai and the first party of the government.
Then we started from the Dujiang Dam in west of Sichuan Province to set feet
on Changdu in east of Tibet, and soon after this trip, we "took to the heather",
that is to say, we began our business. Afterwards it was the Shipyard Park, then
the eight years of career in Guangzhou Turenscape. The whole story seems
distant and near, as well as thick and thin.

Up to the present, the height of the whole working thought was given by Yu
Kongjian in 1997— "nature-man-spirit", which solves the issue of frame of axes
with a far-reaching meaning but probably failed to be realized by many people
so far; as a precondition or a complementation of planning, anti-planning pre-
positions the power of nature on the power of human, and tries to avoid danger
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and risk of the nature, respect the finitude of the nature, and the necessity and
importance of anti-planning have been shown especially out after the Wenchuan
Earthquake in 2008. The expansion of traditional Chinese landscape context and
visual field from classic gardens to the whole civilization activity which is more
grand and profound, as well as the criticism on the limitation and deformity
of scholar-bureaucrat and imperial gardens in history, has hurt many people
who love classic gardens, but as a serious liquidation of academic thought, this
expansion and criticism contribute to our understanding of the past civilization
and discrimination and analysis of the civilization in the future, because there
can be no construction without destruction.

It is our luck to meet Yu Kongjian, but it is also a bad luck or "a misery" to meet
him. Mr. Yu is inclined to give his followers a free hand, and you can expect
little solicitude, support or teaching by him. He only cares about providing you
a platform and giving you a burden and you have to depend on your own ability
to brave the difficulties and finish your work!
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How many overtime works, how many long distance trudges, how many
persistent strives and how many continuous toils! But the story is not worth
being mentioned to outsiders. At last, we have means of subsistence one after
another and a presentable design group and we also win lots of friends as well
as a pretty broad market.

As one part of the whole Turenscape, Guangzhou Turenscape was undoubtedly
becoming an active and vigorous part full of aggressiveness and responsibility.
Li Yu, a famous drama theoretician of Chinese ancient, pointed out that "a
person's mental temperament and talent is the landscape in his heart, wWhile
the landscape is the mental temperament and talent in the whole world", which
deserves the rumination and relish by the people dealing with the landscape
design and landscape including us. When handling affairs, conducting one
and engaging in scholarship, it is sure we will encounter charming and gentle
landscape, but the frustrations and bad risks are also inevitable. The people
of our generation have experienced the Cultural Revolution and underwent the
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thirty-year reform drive, but the road ahead remains a choice and development
full of bigger and bigger difficulties. As a fortunate generation, as well as
almost the most tired generation, we are oppressed and supported by the
mission and foreordination which are always very closely following us, and we
have no choice but braving all rebuff to keep doing it!

Pang Wei

Vice President of Beijing Turenscape Landscape and
Architecture Planning & Design Institute

General Manager of and Chief Designer of Guangzhou
Turenscape Landscape Consultancy Co., Ltd.

Guest Researcher of the Graduate School of Landscape
Architecture of Peking University

Visiting Professor of the Design College of Guangzhou
Academy of Fine Arts

June 26, 2008
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The Practice and Adherence of Guangzhou Turenscape

In 2000, Dr. Yu Kongjian and Mr. Pang Wei jointly established Guangzhou Turenscape
Landscape Consultancy Co., Ltd. From then on, Dr. Yu Kongjian's design concept of "nature—
man—spirits" has been the core concept of Guangzhou Turenscape. Since its establishment,
Mr. Pang Wei, the General Manager and Chief Designer, positioned the company as a learning
group, research group and creative group, required the company to assiduously practice our
design concept through meditation and practice of the contemporaneity, ecology, sociality
and culture of new landscape.

Faced with the tense relation between human and nature caused by the speedy urbanization
construction, the scarce resource and environment pollution caused by the rapid economic
growth, and the loss of cultural status and chasm of culture caused by globalization, etc,
today's design and practice undertake unprecedented challenges and responsibilities, and it
was just with this special changing background that Guangzhou Turenscape Landscape was
established and developed. Guangzhou Turenscape Landscape conformed to the opportunity
and challenge of the time, persistently trying to seek a solution through design. During the
past eight years, the company participated and completed plenty of design works and a
couple of important projects, it took part in development scheme, urban design, building
design, landscape design, scenic spots planning, urban and regional planning, and the
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infrastructure planning of urban and regional ecology.

Practice and Adherence

Guangzhou Turenscape's adherence to ideal and tenacious working attitude embodied in
the Qijiang Park project basically established the enterprise's character. And this character
was continued in every item of work during the past eight years, promoting the company's
development, and this course could be called as "endure hardship in pioneer work".
Maintaining its ideal in practice seemed "asking for troubles". In the design work, we
ceaselessly questioned ourselves closely and paid out more energy than others, and the
requirement put forward by ourselves was always higher than that of the client.

In 2000, Guangzhou Turenscape followed Dr. Yu Kongjian to participate in the design of
Qijiang Park, while at that time "regeneration of industrial sites" was still a strange subject
in China. Guangzhou Turenscape's work role traversed the designer, supervision party, and
constructor. Because of the wide-span transition between different roles, tight time limit
for the project, bad weather of typhoon and excessive rain, the complexity of construction
process, the cooperation and coordination onsite and other factors, the work group with
the designers as a mainbody was faced with an unprecedented difficult and complex task.
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Facing the complicate, innovative and challengeable practice work, every staff member lost
his breath because of the pressure and the lack of human resource when the company
was initially established. There were plenty of designs and constructions of steel structure
constructional work of high difficulty in the scheme at that time, Guangzhou Turenscape
made untiring effort to draw upon experience and make innovation, it coordinated and
integrated different kinds of strength which could be made use of, and the deeply anxiety,
anguish, oscillation and travail were difficult to imagine. However, our adherence to
sociological content in designing the Qijiang Park, to formal language, to the style of wild
grass and water plants, to conceptual artistic elements, to steel structure constructional
works, to increasing cost for the protection of existing trees on the site, and our adherence
to preserving the maintenance of used machines ultimately won the successful Qijiang Park
of today.

In 2004, we "made troubles by ourselves" again in the landscape design of Zhongshan Erdos
Uptown. In the design of the Uptown in the suburb of Zhongshan, the ordinary hillocks,
ponds, age-old wells, the wild grass, vines, sundry flowers and trees on hillocks were
preserved in the construction area. And we performed a surgical operation to the hillocks
to add footways, staircases, viewing platforms and kiosks. These practices, contrary to the
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existing engineering practice, increased the degree of difficulty of design and construction,
but it ultimately realized the goal of "The hills have a common beauty though they are not
unique; the trees have a natural and native charm though they are not elegant."

In addition, the completion of Shenzhen OCT East Wetland Garden in 2006 was also a
result of this kind of persistence. Every week, the designers must drive 350 kilometers,
taking along their designs of a new round, to the construction site to discuss with the client,
and this situation continued for several months. In the meantime, as the client changed
the design requirement, the design scheme was adjusted subversively time after time.
Depending on the tenacity, Guangzhou Turenscape finally completed the project design. In
the construction phase, the company dispatched its workgroup reside at the site to direct the
construction. And in this period, the client's design requirement underwent several changes
again, but even in this kind of passive conditions, we actively carried out our work in an
attitude of persisting in the design ideal, until the completion of the construction.

In the long-term ordeal of high strength and high density, Guangzhou Turenscape held to
the rising design enthusiasm all the same, and they adhered to solving problems concretely
and effectively, as well as adhered to making active attempts to seek solutions of complex
problems...Turenscape has gradually grown into a comprehensive landscape design
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corporation capable of dealing with different types of projects and satisfying the requirement
of diversification design.

Development History

During the period from 2000 to 2001, the work group of Guangzhou Turenscape experienced
a busy and hard life of rough offices in Qijiang Park, the sleepless nights of work in three
shifts, and meeting discussions, negotiations, emendations time and time again, at last,
Qijiang Park was completed at the National Day of 2001.

In 2002, the company evacuated from the construction site of Qijiang Park in Zhongshan,
and chose Guangzhou as its location. In the same year, Zhongshan Qijiang Park- was
awarded the highest annual prize of the American Society of Landscape Architecture
(ASLA) — Honorary Design Award.

From 2003 to 2005, the company encouraged different kinds of talent to join it, aiming at
inspiring more stirring mind through the abundant personnel constitution and knowledge
structure. With the joining of designers of different distinctive personalities, the company's
working atmosphere was becoming more and more active. Each project was started with a
"Brain Storm", the designers' sense of mission, retrieval capability, knowledge storage and
imagination collided with each other ceaselessly in the recurrent mind exchanges, thus the
thinking was collected in a broad and emanant way. This situation effectively sharpened the
workgroup and Guangzhou Turenscape.

From 2006 to 2008, with the completion of the design and planning of Baiyun International
Conference Centre in Guangzhou City, Guangdong, and Shenzhen OCT East Wetland Garden
and other large projects, the company's development entered on a new phase, its internal
organization structure was becoming more perfect, and its ability for different kinds of
projects improved a lot.

Construction of Work Group

The designers of Guangzhou Turenscape Landscape Consultancy Co., Ltd have respective
education background in majors of architecture, environmental art, garden design,
horticulture, interior design, exhibition design, sculpture design, industrial and civil
architecture, mechanical design, automatic control and design of water supply and drainage,
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etc. How to make these members constitute and cohere a design power qualified for dealing
with different kinds of complex subjects? The company put forward the following points as a
requirement at its initial establishment period:

1. A Learning Work Group

First, landscape design is a new industry and the universities in China opened this major
comparatively late, thus the problem of talent is inevitable to any landscape design unit.
The platform of the Graduate School of Landscape Architecture of Peking University affords
us a good academic exchange and learning opportunity. The designers can grow into all-
round landscape design masters only by ceaselessly enriching their deficiency of knowledge
mechanism through study and work on the basis of exerting their respective strong
speciality.

Second, the company has to treat different kinds of design themes, this situation requires
us to keep study constantly. Some of these design tasks are of strong speciality, some are
cross-industry tasks, and some are those failed to be solved by other design units. In a
word, many of the design tasks are "knotty problems". However, the more challengeable
the project is, the more inspiring the designers will become. Whenever faced with a brand
new subject, the designers will start from no solution at all, to retrieve, read up the related
material, and gradually perceive and become familiar with these subjects, and the way of
solution will develop gradually during this course. For the projects of strong speciality, the
Guangzhou Turenscape often cooperates with specialists of related industries, which has
turned to be a meaningful course of knowledge accumulation of Guangzhou Turenscape.
In this way, the work group's working ability is increasing bit by bit. For example, in the
project of Zhongshan Qijiang park, plenty of steel structure constructional works needed
being designed and constructed, which was a strange subject to the work group of the
time. The work group overcame the problems one by one by selfteaching and research
and integrating the folk professional strength. Since then on, steel structure constructional
work became an important instrument of molding in Turenscape's landscape design. In the
project of Shenzhen OCT East Wetland Garden, the designers overturned their former design
concepts, and they engaged themselves in the study, experience, and got into the specific
context, then the work was developed successfully. In the project of Phase I construction
of West New Town, we were faced with a landscape design conceming the alkaline land,
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which was undoubtedly strange to Guangzhou Turenscape that based itself on South China.
Therefore the designers referred to relevant books and literature, even went to Tianjin and
Shandong to investigate the situation and learnt the usual means and experience of building
landscape in the alkaline land for several times, and based on this, they made their project
design. The phenomenon of this kind occurred in many projects, and it was this "catalyst"
that made Turenscape to become a comprehensive design corporation involving in manifold
business.

2. A Research Work Group

By drawing lessons from scientific approach, we perform theoretical investigation and design
work. We hold academic seminars and various salons to keep incessant aggressiveness
through the speculativism. In many projects, we obtain design basis and solution by referring
to literature, making social survey, on-the-spot investigation and even experiment.

In the renovation project of Liangyuan Garden, designers made use of questionnaires
to know the citizens' understanding of Liangyuan Garden before renovation and their
expectation for the renovation project; after the completion of many projects, we conduct
on-the-spot track and callback survey to summarize the experience and theory.

In the present context of estate, the designers constantly perform the practice of estate
landscape innovation — the practice of researching how the estate changes from capital
to market then to real dwelling culture, and how to establish a new type of inter-active
relation between estate and public urban space. In the practice of estate innovation, we
constantly listen respectfully, study, question and resist, changing the busy work to a course
full of courage, study and innovation, thereby the practices of landscape design for E-Block
Guangda Garden in Guangzhou, Lixun-Shangzhu and Ordos Shangcheng and other building
apartments of distinctive characters.

In order to effectively realize the application of ecological plants of "the beauty of wild grass"
and "vernacular landscape", we opened up an indigenous plant experiment farmland in
Turenscape's ecology base in Guangzhou, and designers plant, manage and observe the
indigenous plant in person.

3. A Creative Work Group

Guangzhou Turenscape encourages the innovative spirit and opposes to simplifying the
design as pictures and homogenization. On the propaganda bulletin of the company, a poster
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of Einstein's dicta reads there all the time: imagination is more important than Knowledge.
As each project is aimed at solving a specific problem different from others, the design
means adopted in each project is different from that of others, and this situation requires us
to solve every problem creatively.

These vivid creations are embodied in the space trestle bridge in E-Block of Guangda Garden
in Guangzhou with banyan trees as an imago, in the red ark in Shenzhen OCT East Wetland
Garden, in the glass box of the Governor's Ancestral Temple in Liangyuan Garden, and in the
rubble floor and bamboo shed in Qil Painting Village in Guanlan Town of Shenzhen

From the studio of several persons in 2001 to the crowded staff in 2008, Guangzhou
Turenscape has gone through eight years of unremitting effort and development, and it
has finished design work of more than 100 projects of different sizes. The work group has
developed to a team of over 50 people from the first three people at the beginning, and
it is now equipped professionally well and comprehensively, being different from its initial
singleness, and nowadays it can undertake landscape projects of any possibility from its
initial singleness.

As a rapidly growing company, it focuses on maintaining the sharpness of creativity and
activity of criticism; as an open work group with diverse originality, it focuses on maintaining
unremitting exploration. Guangzhou Turenscape, a learning, research and creative work
group, advocates individuality and diversity, and it is a platform prepared for the designers
who "solve problems by design". It longs for more younger, acute, sapient and zestful
people's participation and share. Look up to starry sky.

Zhang Jian, Huang Zhengzheng

Design Director of Guangzhou Turenscape
Landscape Consultancy Co., Ltd.
June of 2008
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