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Preface by Jin Kaicheng

More than a year ago when 1 first read the abstract of Wang lisheng’s thesis, 1 was simply
impressed in two ways:

Firstly, his theory is, generally speaking, different from the various aesthetic views well
known to us. Through his thorough exploration into the aesthetic issues, he offers a fresh
perspective on how to study aesthetics.

Secondly, the system thus formed works. Earlier aesthetic works have no lack of
discerning opinions or detailed demonstrations, but they have been unable to explain all the
aesthetic phenomena or issues directly and perfectly. Wang’s theory, however, has provided
a series of views that can straightforwardly and rationally explain these phenomena and
issues.

Later, [ received the mimeographed copy of his “The Systematological and Evolutionist
Aesthetic View™ in full text, which totaled 400,000 words. Upon reading this, 1 deeply felt
that the author was a logical, creative, and erudite man. He is well read in the field, and his
knowledge of facts and truths is extensive. Instead of simply following others’ theories —
no matter how old or how new — to construct his works in a cut-and-paste way, he dares to
think independently and, after studying intensively, to correctly apply the facts and truths
he has acquired to form his own viewpoints and system. When realizing this was originally
a college student’s graduation thesis, I could not only imagine the scene in which he took
mnfinite pains to do the research, but also his moment of clarity when he decided to throw
himself into the work of modernizing and rejuvenating China.

The predominant feature of Wang’s thesis is that he has introduced a new theory
and method to study aesthetic issues from a psychological perspective. Aesthetics is
an interdisciplinary science, which can be studied from the perspectives of’ philosophy,
sociology, and theory of literature and art to come to various scientific conclusions. But
I often feel that aesthetic perception is, first of all, a kind of sensation (not an isolated
sensation, of course), and aesthetic appreciation is, primarily, a kind of psychological
behavior (not a psychological behavior cut off from the outside world, of course); therefore,
to clarify the many aesthetic phenomena and issues from a psychological perspective
ts perhaps more direct. Wang’s thesis directly applies, under the guidance of dialectical
materialism, the fruits of psychology and physiology to aesthetic research, and as a result,
all the conclusions he has come to are not merely out of imagination or inference, but have
decisively clarified, with the assistance of scientific achievements, the principle of the unity
of subjectivity and objectivity during the aesthetic process. Although the exploration he has
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