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PREFACE

O An Siguo

Jade, the most beautiful stone in China.

That is why the Chinese has always considered jade as the symbol of beauty, good-
ness, nobility and richness down the ages. Chinese people are accustomed to using the
word “jade” to describe things they are fond of, such as jade girl, jade looks, jade
hand, jade book, jade seat, jade leaf etc.

Chinese culture has an unceasing history of thousands of years. During this long
period, the word “jade” , carrying the wishes, blessings and praises from our ancestors,
has all along existed in a highly deep and rich cultural deposit. As far as idiom is con-
cerned, there are more than one thousand idioms containing the word “jade” .

In these numerous idioms embellished with “jade” , besides some conveying the
meanings of benediction, compliment, admiration and wish, there are also some embody-
ing the elements of spirit, value and philosophy, for instance, “better die with the glory
of jade than live with the dimness of tile” , “pursue the jady pureness and faithfulness
in a relationship” , “stand chicly like a jade tree in the wind” etc. Such kind of id-
ioms greatly enriches the cultural connotations of the word “jade” .

The Beijing Olympics, a grand event in grand times! Chinese jade has walked
steadily all the way from its thousands-year-long historical past, and today it makes
affinity with the centennial Olympics. Inlaid in the Beijing Olympic medals, Chinese
jade will show up in every corner of the globe along with the athletes, which helps to
spread the age—old Chinese culture to the whole world. Thereupon, blessing and praise,
the inherent meanings of Chinese jade, will be conveyed to the world via the medals in
various colors. That is just a cultural expectation on China and Chinese jade. I wish this
book can make contribution to such a cultural expectation.
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B On July 13, 2001, the 112th Plenary Session A EEESS
of the International Olympic Committee voted in Moscow The Bejing Olympic Emblem

and chose Beijing as the host city of the 2008 Summer
Olympic Games. When Juan Antonio Samaranch, presi-
dent of the IOC of the time, announced the decision to
the world, the global descendants of the Chinese nation
were elated. The Beijing Olympic Games is not only the
pageant of international sports, but also good opportunity
of revealing modern China and the traditional Chinese
culture to the whole world. In the long history of Chinese
civilization, the jade culture is a resplendent pearl for its
history of eight thousand years, rich humanistic connota-
tions and far -reaching influence. Moreover, it is pre-
ferred by the Beijing Olympics to become the symbol of
the excellent traditional Chinese culture. The Olympic
emblem, most important sign of the Beijing Olympic
Games, is engraved on an archaized jade seal. Besides,
the Beijing Olympic medals are inlaid with jade in a
creative way. The gorgeous scene in the Chinese jade
history spreads the Chinese jade culture to the world via

the Beijing Olympics.
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The Bejjing Olympic Jade Seal

B On August 3, 2003, a grand ceremony with
strong Chinese cultural background was held in front of
the Hall of Prayer for Bumper Harvest, in the Temple of
Heaven. Mr.Wu Bangguo, Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People’s Congress and Mr.
Hein Verbruggen, president of the I0C Co —ordination
Commission opened the purple sandalwood box engraved
with the designs of the Great Wall and the Temple of

Heaven on the surface, took out a crystal —clear jade

seal The Beijing Olympic Emblem, dipped it in the
red inkpad and solemnly imprinted it on a piece of rice
paper. The 29th Olympic Games Emblem was unveiled
officially to the world! People appreciate the excellent
design of the Beijing Olympic Emblem and are also mar-
veled at the unique originality and exquisite workman-
ship of the jade seal which perfectly combines the tradi-

tional Chinese culture with the Olympic spirits.
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B The Beijing Olympic Emblem is made of Het-

ian jade from Xinjiang, China. There are two emblems

which are exactly the same carved by the craftsmen of

Beijing Gongmei Group from one piece of jade. The sec-

ond emblem has been sent to the IOC as a gift and kept

in the world’s largest sports museum—the Olympic Mu-

seum in Lausanne, Switzerland.
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M The set of The Beijing Olympic Emblem con-

sists of the jade seal, a rosewood box, a seal brochure

and a brocade box. Inheriting the cultures of seals, drag-

ons and jade of the Chinese civilization, the Olympic

emblem has opened up the profound, rich and colorful

cultural heritage of China to the world. The emblem con-

tains special morals which can be seen from its various

measurements.

> EREEMERERE T RENEIL,
EX. EXH
The Bejing Olympic Emblem Inheriting

the Cultures of Seals,Dragons and Jade
of the Chinese Civilization
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@ The side length of the jade seal is 11.2cm long
representing the modern Olympics has gone through one
hundred and twelve years since it was hosted for the first
time in Athens in 1896.

@ The pedestal of the seal is 2.9cm high indicating
the 29th Olympic Games.

@ The handle of the seal is 9.6cm high representing
the land area of China is 9.6 million square kilometers.

@ The total height of the seal is 13 cm indicating
that 1.3 billion Chinese care about the Olympics.

® The cover of the rosewood box is 200.8mm high
indicating the 2008 Beijing Olympics.
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® The pedestal of the rosewood box is 56mm high.
Each side of the pedestal is composed of 14 petals. Four
sides contain 56 petals indicating that China is a big
family of 56 nationalities.

@ The top surface of the rosewood box is decorated
with the bas—relief designs of the Temple of Heaven rep-
resenting Beijing.

@ The four sides of the rosewood box have the bas—
relief designs of the connected Great Wall representing
China.

@ The seal is made of greenish white jade, which
represents five morals. Jade is smooth and gentle repre-
senting the virtue of “benevolence”. The “benevolence”
of jade symbolizes the extensiveness and inclusiveness of
the Olympic spirits; The “honesty” of jade indicates the
good faith and complete sincerity of the Olympic spirits;
The “wisdom” of jade represents the innovation and
progress of the Olympic spirits; The “bravery” of un-
yielding jade stands for the Olympic spirit of “higher;

faster, stronger”; The “pureness” of jade symbolizes the

vV #EEBE5EEEME. TBE

The Rosewood Box, Pedestal and the
Seal Made of Greenish White Jade

nobility and chastity of the Olympic spirits.
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B  The most difficult problem of making the
Olympic emblem is the selection of raw materials. There
is usually a piece of raw material first before a carving
subject emerges in jade carving. Craftsmen always de-

cide what and how to carve on the basis of the condi-

tions of raw materials. However, the opposite situation
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happened in the making of the Olympic emblem. The
design was finalized first. Then the work of seeking for
the material was started. The material was expected to be
carved into two emblems exactly alike. Hetian jade is a
kind of jade material first used in China originating from
the summit of the Kunlun mountain ranges in Xinjiang at
an altitude of over 5000 meters. It seemed like provi-
dence that Hetian Industrial Arts Company dispatched its
workers to come all the way to send two pieces of jade
materials to Beijing Gongmei Group after hearing the
news. One of these two pieces of greenish white jade had
no flaw at all after cut. As the saying goes, there are al-
ways 9 with flaws among 10 pieces of jade materials. But
this time a perfect piece of jade really appeared! Ac-
cording to the designed measurements of the emblem,
this piece of jade material could be just carved into two
seals. As another proverb says, there is a predestined re-
lationship in jade carving. And sure enough, the perfect

jade and the Olympic emblem are a heavenly match.

v Beifx A #

The Kunlun Mountains
Photographed by Hao Pei
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B The Chinese value predestined relationships
all along. The inheritance of this kind of cultural concept
is markedly incarnated in jade articles. The seal is a
very distinctive cultural carrier in the traditional Chinese
culture standing for identity, ascendence, status, dignity
and royal manner. The inheritance of the jade seal is al-
so an important warrant for dynastic alterations. Standing
for the ownership of the land under the heaven, the jade
seal is a real object of greatest significance carrying the

integration of culture, etiquette, status and power etc.
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B Before the Qin Dynasty, the seal was made of
gold, jade, silver and copper and named “portable xi”
which could be carried by anyone. Only the seal of the
emperor could be called “xi” and was exclusively made
of jade after the Qin period. Different shapes of jade
seals indicated different identities and social statuses of

owners.
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Jade Seal with a Chi- Shaped
Handle
The Mid—Western Han Dynasty
Unearthed from the No.l Tomb of
the Ling Hill in Mancheng City,
Hebei Province
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Jade Seal of “Chen Lecheng "

(Note: Chinese name)  The Han Dynasty

Unearthed from Northern Suburbs of Xi'an
City, Shaanxi Province
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Jade Seal with a Chi-Shaped Handle

The Eastern Jin Dynasty

Unearthed from the Eastern Jin Tomb of
Guoyjiashan in Nanjing City, Jiangsu Province

“BBEZ” EH BHR ZEMERKZHIFREHFH L
Jade Seal of “Huan Ping Zhi Yin " (Nofe: “Huan Ping Zhi Yin " means that the seal belongs to a

person named Huan Ping.)
The Western Han Dynasty

Unearthed from the Han Tombs in Tianchang County, Anhui Province

“IRER” BRIED TR LH BN TR E 102 5 E i +

Amber Seal of “Chang Le Fu Gui " (Note: “Chang Le” and “Fu Gui " are Chinese words with
auspicious meanings.)

The Western Han Dynasty
Unearthed from the No.102 Tomb of Yao Village in Yangzhou City, Jiangsu Province
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