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Introduction

Forum

The Study of Cold War International History in China: Conditions and Agendas/Cui Pi

Abstract; This essay discusses the progress, the remaining gaps, and the future
directions of the study of Cold War international history by the Chinese academic circle
during 2005-2007. The author contends that Chinese scholars have achieved considerable
progress in the field of Cold War international history and are gradually narrowing the gap
between their research and that of the international academic community. According to the
author, three problems remain in the field of Cold War international history in China; the
reconciliation between scholars’ concern for important issues of current reality and their
academic pursuit; the neglect of topics that have both academic value and relevance to
significant issues of current reality; the failure to explore the history of East-West relations
within a multilateral framework. With the declassification of historical archives in many
countries, the study of Cold War international history will focus on the various issues and
topics since the 1970s. The emergence of the contradictions in the development of
international political and economic relations in post-Cold War Asia will push Chinese
scholars to pay more attention to the examination of Cold War history in Asia.

Research Articles

“Whirlwind” of China: Zhou Enlai’ s Shuttle Diplomacy in January 1957 and its
Impact / Shen Zhihua

Abstract: The Twentieth Congress of the Soviet Communist Party and the Polish and
Hungarian Incidents created shocks to the socialist camp, rendering the Soviet Union and

3



East European countries in dilemmas of various. degrees. By contrast, the Chinese
Communist Party, because of its experience, sirength, and theoretical level, gained
increasing prestige and influence within the international Communist movement. In order to
fortify the position of the socialist camp and to strengthen the unity among socialist
countries, one East European country after another asked Chinese leaders to make official
vigits to Europe. In response, Zhou Enlai interrupted his trip in Asia and conducted
shuttle diplomacy in the Soviet Union, Poland, and Hungary for two weeks. He made an
important contribution to the consolidation of the socialist camp, unleashing a Chinese
“whirlwind” in the socialist world. Zhou’s diplomatic activities fully reflected the political
cooperation between China and the Soviet Union. Facing criticism of the Chinese
Communist Party, the Soviet Communist Party began to feel the challenge from Beijing.

t |

Zhou Enlai in the Sino-American Rapprochement: New Evidence from the Nixon

Archives / Li Danhui

Abstract: This article is primarily based on the recently-declassified American
archival documents, including the memorandums of conversation between Henry Kissinger,
Richard Nixon, and Zhou Enlai. From 1971 to 1972, Chinese and American leaders held
a series of high-level talks and summit meetings to prepare for the improvement of
Sino-American relations. Zhou Enlai attended nearly all the meetings with the. Americans.
The two sides discussed a wide range of issues including Taiwan, Indochina, the Soviet
* Union, India, and Japan. They reached a number of mutual understandmgs, tacit
agreements as well as willingness for future cooperation. During the negotiatioris, both
sides put their concerns and agendas on the table. When .Ki_ssinger raised the questions of
Taiwan and China’s membership in the United Nations, Zhou Enlai responded by
discussing the issues of President Nixon’s re-election, the Japanese threat, and the possi-
ble results of Kissinger’s visit to China. On the thorny issues such as “two Chinas,” “one
China and one Taiwan,” “two gc;vernments in one China,” “Taiwan independence,” and
“the undecided relations between Taiwan and Japan,” Zhou pressured the Americans to
make clear commitments and promises in line with the Chinese principles. Zhou adroitly
informed the United States of the British government’s position on the Taiwan issue in order
not only to persuade the Americans. to make concessions on the Taiwan issue but also to
offer a method for the wording of the communiqué. Zhou also showed his concern over both
the possibility of Japanese stationing troops in Taiwan after the withdrawal' of American
soldiers and Soviet-Japanese relations. Insisting that the United States promise to prevent
~ Japan from sending troops to Taiwan, Zhou even proposed that the American forces stay in
Taiwan temporarily to block the entry of Japanese troops. On the issue of Indochina, Zhou
helped North Vietnam to pressure the United States to make concessions. The fact that
Zhou had to obtain information about the progress of the Vietnamese-American peace talks
from the U.S. side indicates the deepening gap in Sino-Vietnamese relations. The
concessions that the United States made in the American-Vietnamese. peace talks
demonstrate Zhou’s persuasive power. But because the American concessions -accurred
between Kissinger’s two visits to China, they made the sensitive Vietnamese suspect .that -
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‘China and the United States used Vietnam as bargaining chips in their negotiations. China
actually found itself in the dilemma of following a double-standard on the issue of
~ withdrawal of foreign troops because on the one hand China emphasized that neither the
United States nor China should send troops to foreign countries, on the other hand it tried
to defend North Vietnam’s decision not to withdraw its troops from Cambodia. In addition,
Kissinger made clear that the United States would not demand the suspension of Chinese
assistance to North Vietnam, and Zhou, for his part, promised that China would not
‘dispatch ground combat troops to North Vietnam. In the area of Indian-Pakistan relations,
China ‘and the United States established concrete steps of cooperation to oppose the Soviet
Union and India. In the meantime, they carefully avoided the issue of creating an
anti-Soviet political alliance between China and the United States for the fear that such an
effort might be criticized by other countries.” Zhou’s negotiations with the Americans reveal
contradictions in Chinese foreign policy, contradictions between revolutionary commitment
,and geopolitical realism, between ideological standards and national interest requirements.

" The American side highly praised Zhou’s negotiation skills while Zhou always stressed
- Mao’s leadership role in the negotiations.

China as Seen by Scholars Abroad

China’s Internationalization in the Early People’s Republic: Dreams of a Socialist

World Economy / William C. Kirby

'Abstract: The People’s Republic of China, like the.Chinese Communist Party that
ruled it, was from its conception internationalist in premise and in promise. The PRC in its
. formative years would be Moscow’ s mest faithful and selfsacrificing ally, a distinction
camed in blood in Korea and by the fact that, unlike the East European “ people’ s
democracies,” the PRC’ s allegiance was not bought at gunpoint. This article researches
one of the most ambitious international undertakings of that era; the effort to plan the
development of half the world and to create a socialist world economy stretching from Berlin
to Canton. What was China’s role in this undertaking, and how did it shape the early
PRC? How did this socialist world economy work (or not work )? How successfully
internationalist was a project negotiated by sovereign (and Stalinist) states? Why did Mao
Zedong ultimately destroy it; and with it, the dream of communist internationalism?

Young Scholars’ Forum

Disagreements and Frictions between UK and US over the Palestine Question ,
1945—1949 / Quan Kelin
Abstract: During the immediate post-WWII years (1945—1949) , Great Britain and

the United States, due to their different understanding of the nature and resolution of the

Palestine Question, had serious disagreements over an array of issues concerning Palestine,
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including the issue of 100, 000 Jewish refugees’ entry into Palestine, the political future
of Palestine, and the First Arab-Jewish War. These disagreements from time to time
caused bitter frictions. Palestine had become an inharmonious interlude in the overall
relations between the two closely cooperating allies. Based on declassified British and
American diplomatic documents, the article discusses the origin, development, and
implications of these issues.

The Missing Link: The Unknown History of the Sino-Yugoslav Interactions in
1947 / Jovan Cavoski

Abstract; According to the newly declassified archival documents from Serbia,
during the early Cold War and within the context of the change in Soviet-Yugoslav
relations, the Yugoslavian government, with the approval of Moscow, accepted the request
by the representatives of the government of the Républic of China to establish diplomatic
relations. Shortly afterwards, a delegation of the Chinese Communist Party also visited
Belgrade and conducted extensive talks with Tito. These episodes represent unknown
history in Chinese-Yugoslav relations, reflecting the delicate and complicated interactions
between Yugoslavia, the Soviet Union, and China.

Endless Debates: Review of Several New English Publications on Nixon and
Kissinger / XiaYafeng

Wagging the Dog in Cold War Germany / Noel D; Cary

Review of Wada Haruki, A Complete History of the Korean War / Zhang Shaoduo

Oral History

The Korean War in the Words of Soldiers from Four Countries ( Part One) /

Compiled and translated by Li Xiaobing

Recalling an Early Morning Conversation with Premier Zhou Eulai in April, 1972 /
Stephen R. MacKinnon

Archives and Documents

Chinese Archives and Documents
Selected Documents on the Contribution of Shanghai Medical Workers during the

War of Resisting America and Aiding Korea/Shanghai Municipal Archives
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