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Preface| Tan Yuhong

This was one of the more difficult tasks to complete compared with others that
I have encountered in my professional career

Frankly, I'm not sure how to convey all of my thoughts and feelings to every-
body. I’m not sure how to write the preface to a book written by a young girl who
has just turned eighteen, nor can I be sure that her book needs it.

I have come to know more and more about Gege, starting from the time that I
unexpectedly met her, through the process of reading her book, and then to the
time that I read the postscript that she added, and from several international tele-
phone calls ,I have learned more and more about her. It was hard for me to start
writing this preface because I was unwilling to leave out even a tiny shining spark
in her thoughts and needed to fully understand her intricate psyche.

However, I cannot let this preface delay the book’s publishing and introduc-
tion to readers. '

Gege (this is the nickname that I prefer to call her by instead of Zihan, her
formal name), 1is a child that often surprises me. I recall the first time that I met
her at an adults’ gathering, she seemed unusually reserved and quiet, like a calm
and collected deer. I had previously had the impression that children of her age
studying abroad should be pretty outgoing, wearing fashionable and avant guard
clothes. However, Gege was not like that, She was tall and slender, wearing stu-
dent clothes, with a clear and transparent look in her eyes. She often slightly
closed her lips, causing her to appear refined and scholarly, giving her the ap-
pearance of a child who had been properly and strictly educated at home by her
family.

Understandably, she did not join the conversation either because she was not
very interested in what was being said or the topics were too mature for her. Whén
I mentioned to her that many people nowadays know the famous line “the tree

wants quietude but the wind keeps blowing” written by Han Ying in the Han Dy-
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nasty, but do not necessarily know the next line, Gege slowly added “the children
want show their loyalty to their parents but their parents won’t live long enough”.I
was delighted to hear Gege recite this, and started to like her thenceforth.

Later on, I learned from her father that Gege has enjoyed reading since she
was a baby. She reads all types of books and has an entire world and imagination
of her own, which she won’t let others disturb. However, adults have not yet had
time to comprehend and get a glimpse of how large this world is, how much knowl-
edge is stored in her mind, and how much rich creativity she has. Therefore, all of
the adults who know her were stunned when she quietly came out with this 300,
000-plus character novel, which she wrote in her spare time studying abroad in
England. Likewise, the youngsters who know Gege are eagerly using USB drives
to share the e—novel with their friends. Once they start reading, they become en-
tranced and are unable to put the book down.

In the postscript, Gege wrote that she put a great deal of effort into this nov-
el, and wanted to cry profusely at times. I totally understand what she felt.

One can imagine Gege in a land afar, enduring many sleepless nights rife
with the sound of raindrops trickling down from the sky. This girl lost track of time
and space as she wrote in a rich and colorful way, mixing together and juxtaposing
families, nations, feelings, wars, and fates to create this exquisite, deep, and u-
niquely imaginative huge “oil painting”.

Because of the work that I do, I have read many book and written some pref-
aces. However, I must say that I was very surprised after reading Gege’s fi'rst
book.

I was shocked by her deep understanding of British history and by her excel-
lent taste in selecting it as background material for the book. I was impressed by
her finesse and ability to put together such a large literary work, particularly by
the way that she creatively linked together so many characters in the book while
keeping the story and plot organized. This technique elicits a variety of feelings .
from the reader— sometimes happiness and at other times sadness. What surprised
me the most was that Gege, despite her young age, has a deep and unique under-
standing of ideals and reality, love and fate, beauty and distress, etc.

On the surface this book is a fantasy novel, but I am most impressed by the



senses of happiness and sadness, worry and ease, reunion and parting that the
protagonist experiences in the book ’s intricate plot.

The tone is solemn but there are different feelings in the words. Gege has a
unique personality but this is not evident in her book.

I recall that somebody once said “an indifferent and cold appearance is
meant to protect one’s inner fragility.”Gege’s appearance and manner gives oth-
ers a bland, even chilly feeling. However, if you meticulously read this book, you
will discover that her mind is full of a thirst for love. The Wenchuan earthquake
tragedy was taking place when Gege was turning over this book to the publishing
house. Upon hearing about the earthquake, Gege called her father from England,
and learned that her father, an established businessman, had already made many
dontations to the earthquake relief fund. She was delighted to learn of ‘her father’s
contributions, and at the same time seriously told her father that if her book
makes any profit, she wants to make a donation to the earthquake victims. If the
book doesn’t make any profit, she will donate books to the children from the
earthquake disaster zone who are in need of dreams and love.

In summary, I want to say that this book should be read by those people,
who, amid the hustle and bustle of life, have started to forget about their dreams
and what they love, as well as those people who are hoping for dreams and love to

appear in their lives, regardless of whether they are adolescents or grown ups.

July 8, 2008
Translator; Philip Rosen
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