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This publication is dedicated to all the people who have greatly
contributed their efforts towards the elimination of lymphatic

filariasis in China!
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a ings benefiting the populace involve the immediate interests of a
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t number of people, influence the happiness and peaceful life of every family, conceri

ated development of economic society and affect the future of our nation and country

—Hu Jintao, Secretary-General of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the

Communist Party of China at the 35th Political Bureau collective study in 2006.
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Foreword

Lymphatic filariasis (s:mply known as filariasis) is an ancient parasitic disease. The
typical symptoms of recu" attacks f acute lymphadenitis and lymphangitis, and
chronic swelling of th ;;lim' ‘elephantiasis - can lead to severe
disability. These not or
to patients, but als

and huge mental distress

China used to |
The symptoms of the
years. After the founding o P
by the Communist Party of China ((
transmission and prevalence. Many health . ]
From study and research, combined with active f‘refd work
advances of both theoretical value and practical significance. On the bas
achievements, through the untiring and hard work of several generations of health
staff and scientists, filariasis was f/nally eliminated in all of China in 2006. This was a
great achievement in disease control, and followed on from the eradication in the
nation of smallpox and poliomyelitis. Scientific research guided the control work and
provided a successful model for the control of other diseases. This was a magnificent
achievement of government at different levels, of all cadres and of the population
who all actively contributed. This great historic achievement not only inspires the
Chinese people, but also motivates all peoples of the world.

This photo album was compiled in order to record the history of the struggle of the
past half century to eliminate this disease; to set an example of rigorous and
dedicated scholarship in difficult circumstances; to encourage, by the experience of
these pioneering scientists and health care workers, all workers in the field of
disease control, to strive their utmost to achieve the goal of the realization of the
national strategy "Healthy China 2020" .Candidly recording the splendid achievement
of filariasis control in the past half century, this photo album summarizes the
electrifying achievement of filariasis control. On the occasion of its publication,g,_f am
very glad to write a foreword for it. ]

Minister of Health, People's Republic of Chin

August 2!
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Widespread endemic areas and the serious threat to society
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Distribution and intensities of prevalence of lymphatic filariasis in China
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Great attention paid by the government and setting up clear objectives
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