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| IN THE BLINK OF AN EYE

The Captured Moments of the Wenchuan Earthquake

A sudden 8-magnitude earthquake!

A sudden shaking of the world, overshadowing the imposing mountains and rivers, grieving winds
encircling;

A sudden collapsing of homes, stealing of beloved, roads sliding away with mountains...

28th minute of 14th hour, 12th day of 5th month, 2008.

- An earthquake of unprecedented magnitude brought devastation to Wenchuan, and everything
within the surrounding kilometers. Numerous distorted clocks locked in time.

At that moment, within a 100,000 kilometer radius, dust clouds shaken from the ground rise up to
erase the sunny sky. Wenchuan, Dujiangyan, Pengzhou, Shifang, Mianzhu, Beichuan, Anxian, Qingchuan
and Pingwu, all located within the Longmen Mountain orogenic zone, were ravaged by the earthquake.
The mountains all of a sudden collapsed; the once scenic meandering rivers now resemble ruptured blood
vessels; ancient Qiang villages surcame to landslides; all communication and transportation paralyzed. The
aged Buddhist temple of Dujiangyan once accompanied by its green and lush mountain sides, picturesque
town, homes and echoing chants of school children now stands alone in silence, a solemn witness to the
wrath of nature. The Wenchuan earthquake is the most destructive and wide-spread earthquake since
the founding of new China in 1949. Its magnitude and intensity both surpass that of Tangshan earthquake
in 1976. By 24th August, the State Council's Earthquake Rescue and Relief Headquarters released this
report: 69,197 casualties, 374,176 injured, 18,209 missing. This earthquake brought the collapse of over
5,461,900 homes, and heavily damaged a further 5,932,500. More than 15 million households had been
affected, resulting in millions of homeless people.

Bleeding people buried within the rubble desperately crying to the outside for help.

That moment brings another day of remembrance. China empathizes Wenchuan'’s suffering.

This is a saying applied to photographers in Sichuan. They are normally like trees in a forest,
independent and unique, but when strong winds and heavy rains come, they bend in unison.

As a Sichuan photographer, the situation resembles a double-edged sword.

In one instance, both near and far, deeply or heavily affected, as in an illusion or dream, they are
unfortunate to be involved in the bloody catastrophe of plate shifting, facing one of the cruelest challenges
to fragile lives, reporting the disaster as it unfolded. On the other, during that blood and tear soaked month
of May, driven by a spirit of citizenship, they whole-heartedly responded to the nation’s needs by taking
part in the rescue operation and timely attending the scene of Wenchuan earthquake. They are fortunate
to shoulder the responsibility of recording the historical events: a weeping Sichuan, a tear-filled China, a
touched world. Working with good conscience and intent, they through their lenses froze those shocking
moments as if they were imbedded in a historical scroll.

Beichuan County suffered the most damage. The old part of town saw 80% of the buildings collapse,
the new part 60%. These statistics apply within a twenty kilometer radius.

Within six minutes of the earthquake, our photographer ZHAO Jun had begun to undertake his duty.

The earliest photographs of the devastating scenes in Beichuan were born at 14: 34, 12th May.




13th May, our experienced news photographer CHEN Xie was standing in front of the destroyed
Beichuan Middle School buildings. It was CHEN who showed us the plight of students trying their best to
help their fellow classmates.

A soldier wearing a high visibility uniform carries in his arm a small child, his fingers raw and blooded
and his eyes fixed lovingly at the baby. This perfectly captured moment reinforces the ability of the
photographer Mr. MO Dingyou. Photos as such have built a collage of the ‘5-14 life-or-death rescue’.

This harrowing moment initiates a moral obligation;

Within the falling-down structures, we find the building of humanity.

The fifth day, WANG Dajun’s camera caught a newly widowed husband standing on the ruins of
his former home. The faint background contrasts with the sharp detail of the tearless man, depicting the
greater importance of non-material losses. A vivid life, a beautiful world filled with the fragrance of delicate
flowers suddenly ruined.

YANG Weihua, a photographer with Mianyang Evening newspaper, unexpectedly was caught in the
unprecedented earthquake in Beichuan County. The misfortune of his fellow countrymen and survivors
helping victims transformed his identity as a photographer to a disaster relief volunteer.

The second day of the rescue operation in Beichuan, when the soldiers of the People’s Liberation
Army rescued a three-year old boy called LANG Zheng from his felled kindergarten school, photographer
YANG Weihua was working along side. He intuitively photographed the now famous ‘salute boy’ on the
stretcher. This image has been widely spread on the Internet. This salute has become synonymous with
the courage of the Chinese people.

Sichuan photographers quickly organized their own transport or shared transport in order to reach
the effected areas. The ancient poem line ‘dusty face and frosty hair’ written by SU Dongpo is a suitable
image of our photographers.

They return from heavily-affected areas in Beichuan, Qingchuan, Mianzhu, Shifang and Anxian;

They return from temporary housing units in Wenchuan, Yingxiu, Pengzhou, Dujiangyan.

The passing days and nights see the flowers of love open. When they are moved heart and soul,
they have experienced a special lesson learning the true meaning of ‘rise from calamity’ and used their
cameras’ eye to set all events of this great battle instigated by the earthquake. China’s traditional spirit and
virtues, the nation’s strength and unification are gathered and concentrated within their photos, as integral
part of the memory of the Wenchuan Earthquake.

The Wenchuan earthquake has now lapsed into history. Sichuan photographers have decided
to collect the historical moments of ‘5-12’ into an album to inform future generations. Every time the
photographers gathered together to exchange photographs, they found themselves in tears. However, they
are confident that they could fulfill this task of retaining the memory in this carefully constructed book In the
Blink of an Eye, without any doctoring or enhancement to the images. A previously unexperienced memory,

so shocking and touching.
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DISASTER

In a blink of an eye, Wenchuan became a depiction of
disaster and grief. This devastating earthquake in the
21st century is one of the largest in recorded history:
Tens of thousands of lights extinguished at
once; the ground soaked with blood -

Unbearable heaviness of being, brings a heartfelt blow!
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Hongbai County, Shifang, Devastated by Earthquake
5LEA 5 By MO Dingyou
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Ariel View of Beichuan County
[HHERY % By TIAN Jieyan
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Beichuan Middle School After the Quake

Fi#% % By WANG Jianjun




