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James Legge and the Translation and
Transmission of Chinese Classics

Wu Gefei
(School of Foreign Studies, CUMT, Xuzhou, Jiangsu 221116)

Abstract James Legge is a 19th century Scottish missionary in China. While
staying in China, he dedicated himself in studying and translating Chinese classics, and
made great contributions to Sino-Western cultural exchange. His translations not only
enabled British readers to obtain a good comprehension of Chinese cultural spirit, but
inspired American and European sinologists in the later days. Therefore it is appropriate
to regard him as the first monumental person in Sino-Western cultural communication.

Key words Legge; Chinese Classics; Sino-Western Cultural Exchange
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