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I've Learned...
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I've learned...

I've learned..

I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an

elderly person.

.That when you're in love, it shows.

That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the
most peaceful feelings in the world.

That being kind is more important than being right.
That you should never say no to a gift from a child.
That I can always pray for someone when I don't have
the strength to help him in some other way.

That no matter how serious your life requires you to be,

everyone needs a friend to act goofy with.
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I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

I've learned...

That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and
a heart to understand.

That money doesn't buy class.

That it's those small daily happenings that make life so
spectacular.

That under everyone's hard shell is someone who wants
to be appreciated and loved.

That the Lord didn't do it all in one day. What makes me
think I can?

That when you plan to get even with someone, you are
only letting that person continue to hurt you.

That love, not time, heals all wounds.

That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to
surround myself with people smarter than I am.

That everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a
smile.

That there's nothing sweeter than sleeping with your
babies and feeling their breath on your cheeks.

That no one is perfect until you fall in love with them.
That life is tough, but I'm tougher.

That when your harbor bitterness, happiness will dock
elsewhere. _

That I wish I could have told my Dad that I love him one
more time before he passed away.

That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.
That I can't choose how I feel, but I can choose what I do
about it. :
That everyone wants to live on top of the mountain,‘ but
all the happiness and growth occurs while you're climb-

ing it.



I've learned...That it is best to give advice in only two circumstances;

when it is requested and when it is a life threatening

situation.
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1 watched this mysterious woman and marveled
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Dance with Dad

am dancing with my father at my parents' 50th-wedding-anniver-

Isary celebration. The band is playing an old-fashioned waltz as we
move gracefully across the floor. His hand on my waist is as guiding as it
always was, and he hums © the tune to himself in a steady, youthful way.
Around and around we go, laughing and nodding to the other dancers.

We are the best dancers on the floor, they tell us. My father squeezes ?
my hand and smiles at me. All the years that I refused to dance with him melt
away now. And those early times come back.

I remember when I was almost three and my father came home from work,
swooped ¥ me into his arms and began to dance me around the table. My
mother laughed at us, told us dinner would get cold. But my father said, "She's
just caught the rhythm of the dance! Our dinner can wait." Then he sang out,
"Roll out the barrel, let's have a barrel of fun," and I sang back, "Let's get those
blues on the run."

We danced through the years. One night when I was 15, lost in some
painful, adolescent mood. My father put on a stack of records and teased me
to dance with him. "C'mon," he said, "let's get those blues on the run."

When I turned away from him, my father put his hand on my shoulder,

and I jumped out of the chair screaming, "Don't touch me! I am sick and tired
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of dancing with you!" I saw the hurt on his face, but words were out and 1
could not call them back. I ran to my room sobbing hysterically®.

We did not dance together after that night. I found other partners, and
my father waited up for me after dances, sitting in his favorite chair. Some-
times he would be asleep when I came in, and I would wake him, saying, "If

you were so tired, you should have gone to bed."
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