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Foreword

The West Meets the East
Ma Zuyi

On his lecture tour in China in April 1990, Australian poet Paul Kavanagh
had a meeting with Chinese painter Wang Tao, from which arose the idea of
illustrating Australian poetry with Chinese painting. Kavanagh then selected
51 poems by 43 contemporary Australian poets, each illustrated with a painting
made by Wang.

Twoyears later, the Australian consulate general in Shanghai and the Australian
embassy in Beijing each held an exhibition entitled "Australian Poetry and
Chinese Painting."

In his well-known poem "Homecoming," Bruce Dawe recounts how the bodies
of Australian veterans were brought home "in deep freeze lockers" from the
Vietnam battleground. Wang's illustration vividly conveys the poet's anti-war
sentiments.

Wang then engaged himself in drawing illustrations for the New Zealand
poetry. Both the beautiful and primitive scenery of the South Pacific nation
and the peculiar charm of its poetry have been artistically reproduced under
Wang's painting brush.

By breaking the limits of time and space, Wang has made spiritual conversations
with poets from different nations and thus acquired his passion and inspiration.
As a Chinese saying goes, "There are pictures in poetry and poetry in pictures."
On the basis of completely understanding the original, Wang has given free
rein to his imagination, and created an artistic conception in his painting to
reproduce the poetic sentiment.

Rudyard Kipling writes, "East is East, and West is West, and never the twain
shall meet." However, owing to Wang's efforts, the two different cultures and
genres of art meet at last.
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Words in Time

® Archibald MacLeish (I 41 /R &« & £.A414F)

Bewildered with the broken tongue
Of wakened angels in our sleep —
Then, lost the music that was sung
And lost the light time cannot keep!

There is a moment when we lie
Bewildered, wakened out of sleep,
When light and sound and all reply:
That moment time must tame and keep.

That moment, like a flight of birds

Flung from the branches where they sleep,
The poet with a beat of words

Flings into time for time to keep.
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Threes
® Carl Sandburg ( /2 - & 1% 48)

I'was a boy when I heard three red words

a thousand Frenchmen died in the streets

for: Liberty, Equality, Fraternity — I asked

why men die for words.

I was older; men with mustaches, sideburns,

lilacs, told me the high golden words are:

Mother, Home, and Heaven — other older men with
face decorations said: God, Duty, Immortality
—they sang these threes slow from deep lungs.

Years ticked off their say-so on the great clocks

of doom and damnation, soup and nuts: meteors flashed
their say-so: and out of great Russia came three

dusky syllables workmen took guns and went out to die
for: Bread, Peace, Land.

And I met a marine of the U.S.A., a leatherneck with

a girl on his knee for a memory in ports circling the
earth and he said: Tell me how to say three things

and I always get by — gimme a plate of ham and eggs —
how much? —and—do you love me, kid?
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