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At 7 Xiangshan Road (formerly 29 Rue Moliere), south of Huaihai Road and east of
Sinan Road in downtown Shanghai, is a small European-style house (presently the former
residence of Dr. Sun Yat-sen in Shanghai). This was where Dr. Sun Yat-sen. China's
great forerunner of democratic revolution, and his wife, Madame Soong Ching Ling
lived in Shanghai. After the death of Dr. Sun Yat-sen. Madame Sun continued to live
here until 1937,

Built at the beginning of 20" century, the residence is a two-storey house of Euro-
pean country style, with dark grey pebbled walls and a red tiled roof. Some Chinese
expatriates in Canada raised money and bought it for Dr. Sun Yat-sen in support of his
revolutionary campaign. The first floor consists of a dining room and a sitting room
while the second floor a study, a bedroom and a small sitting room. The house has an air
of simple elegance.

In 1917, Sun Yat-sen went to southern China where he established the Military
Government of the Republic of China and was elected the Generalissimo of the Navy
and Army. But he resigned and quit Guangzhou for Shanghai in May the following
year. Since June 26, 1918, he settled in the residence on Rue Moliere. This place wit-
nessed his revolutionary undertakings and breakthroughs in ideology. It was here that
he summarized revolutionary experiences and studied revolutionary theories. On this
basis, he completed two important works, The Doctrines of Sun Wen and The Interna-
tional Development of China, the former reflected his thinking system while the latter

pointed out the principles, plans and means to develop China's economy. He also took
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charge of the inauguration of the journal The Construction. In the study, Sun Yat-sen
and Li Dazhao, a Chinese communist, once had an in-depth talk over the issue of "Pro-
moting KMT for the interest of China" in Aug.1922. The following month, he hosted on
its lawn the first reshuffling meeting . When he invited some communists over to dis-
cuss about the prospective cooperation between KMT and CPC, Sun met Russian Pleni-
potentiary Joffe in the residence and delivered the famous joint declaration of Sun Wen
and Joffe on that historic occasion. On his way to Beijing for consultation over national
affairs at the invitation of General Feng Yuxiang, he held a press conference here, call-
ing for his compatriots to reunify China peacefully.

Dr. Sun Yat-sen died of sickness in Beijing on Mar. 12, 1925. In accordance with
his will for domestic issues, his house, books and clothes were bequeathed to Ma-
dame Soong Ching Ling as remembrances.

Madame Sun called Sun's residence in Shanghai on Mar. 16, urging the staff to
keep the desk, chairs and other pieces of furniture where they were. After the funeral
arrangements, Madame Sun returned to Rue Moliere Residence on April 11 and stayed
here for 13 years. During this period, she took advantage of her special position and
connection to rescue communists Chen Geng and Liao Chengzhi, as well as many pro-
gressive people and patriotic democrats. She launched the rescue campaign for Deng
Yanda, Mr. and Mrs. Naulen and that for the seven patriots from the All China Federa-
tion for National Salvation successively. She negotiated with Chiang Kai-Shek in person,

playing an important role in the rescue work. On Feb. 17, 1933, Madame Sun gave a
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banquet at the residence in honour of George Bernard Shaw, the famous Irish writer.
with Lu Xun, Cai Yuanpei, Yang Xingfo, Lin Yutang, Yi Luosheng (Harold R. Isaaes)
and Agnes Smedley at her company. They had a joint photo in front of the house. Dur-
ing her stay here, Madame Sun went all out to help the Chinese Communist Party,
serving as the first bridge between the central parts of KMT and CPC. In Jan. 1936, she
received in her residence Dong Jianwu, a secret CPC worker, entrusting him with an

important letter to be delivered to Mao Zedong and Zhou Enlai, CPC leaders currently
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in Wa Yao Bao of North Shanxi. In the letter, KMT expressed the wish to negotiate with
CPC.

Upon receiving it, Mao Zedong proposed five perquisite principles, such as "Stop
the civil war, fight against Japan concertedly". In the spring of 1936, she invited Ma
Haide (Geoge Hatem), an American doctor over to her residence, arranging a field trip
in the Soviet area of North Shanxi for him and Edgar Snow, an American journalist.
Snow's reputed book Red Srar Over China was based on this very experience. The Anti-
Japanese war reached its full swing after "the July 7th Incident" in 1937. Madame Sun
acted passionately in the resistance after Japanese army's sweeping invasion of Shang-
hai on Aug.13. On Dec.23, Madame Sun finally agreed to retreat to Hong Kong at the
earnest request of the CPC Central Committee. Protected by her New Zealand friend
Rewi Alley, she left Rue Moliere residence where she had lived and worked for 19
years, and headed for Hong Kong and Chongging, where she would continue to lead the
people in their fight.

In 1945, at the end of Anti-Japanese war, Madame Sun returned to Shanghai. She
presented this house to the government as a permanent memorial site of Sun Yat-sen.
The Shanghai Municipal Government took over this former residence of Sun Yat-sen
after the liberation in 1949. Madame Sun made a point of visiting the house from time to
time, advising the personnel to take special care of its architecture and relics. The State
Council designated it as one of the key national cultural relic protection sites on Mar. 4,

1961. A special department was set up in 1985 to oversee its management. Since March
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