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What is the main idea of the passage?
What is the key/main point of the passage?
The passage is mainly about
The passage is mainly concerned about
The passage mainly discusses
The passage mainly deals with
What conclusion can be drawn from the passage?
Which sentence best summarizes the article?
. The purpose of this passage is
The passage is intended to
In this passage the author tries to
Which of the following could be the best title for the passage?
The best title for the text may be
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Passage 1

The most easily recognizable meteorites are the iron variety, although they only represent about 5
percent of all meteorites falls. They are composed of iron and nickel along with sulfur, carbon, and
traces of other elements. Their composition is thought to be similar to that of Earth’s iren core, and in-
deed they might have once made up the core of a large planetoid that disintegrated long ago. Due to their
dense structure, iron meteorites have the best chance of surviving an impact, and most are found by
farmers plowing their fields.

One of the best hunting grounds for meteorites is on the glaciers of Antarctica, where the dark
stones stand out in stark contrast to the white snow and ice. When meteorites fall on the continent, they
are embedded in the moving ice sheets. At places where the glaciers move upward against mountain ran-
ges , meteorites are left exposed on the surface. Some of the meteorites that have landed in Antarctica are
believed to have come from the Moon and even as far away as Mars, where large impacts blasted out
chunks of material and hurled them toward Earth.

Perhaps the world’s largest source of meteorites is the Nullarbor Plain, an area of limestone that
stretches for 400 miles along the southern coast of Western and South Australia. The pale, smooth desert
plain provides a perfect backdrop for spotting meteorites, which are usually dark brown of black. Since
very little erosion takes place, the meteorites are well preserveu and are found just where they landed.
Over 1,000 fragments from 150 meteorites that fell during the last 20,000 years have been recovered.
One large iron meteorite, called the Mundrabilla meteorite, weighed more than 11 tons.

Stony meteorites, called chondrites, are the most common type and make up more than 90 percent

..
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- of all falls. But because they are similar to Earth materials and therefore erode easily, they are often dif-

W

ficult to find. Among the most ancient bodies in the solar system are the carbonaceous chondrites that al-

so contain carbon compounds that might have been the precursors of life on Earth.

1. Where can we find meteorites easily?
A. in the fields
C. in the plains of Australia

B. on the mountain ranges

D. on the glaciers of Antarctica

2. The word “stark” (Line 2, Para.2) can be replaced by .

A. strong B. strict
3. Which title suits this passage best?
A. Classification of Meteorites

C. Characteristics of Meteorites

C. complete

D. sharp

B. Where to Find Meteorites

D. Where do Meteorites Come From

4. In what aspect is Nullarbor Plain similar to Antarctica glaciers?

A. its size B. its height

5. Which of the following statements is NOT true?
A. Meteorites are composed of almost the same elements.
B. Iron meteorites are harder than stony meteorites.

C. Meteorites in Antarctica are something from planets.

D. Carbon compounds may be the ancestors of life on Earth.

ENHFEFERERHL

The most easily recognizable meteorites are the iron va-
————————— —
riety, although they only represent about 5 percent of all
meteorites falls. They are composed of iron and nickel along
with sulfur, carbon, and traces of other elements. Their
g i ¥

composition is thought to be similar to that of Earth’s iron

core, and indeed they might have once made up the core of

a large planetoid that disintegrated long ago. Due to their
dense structure, iron meteorites have the best chance of sur-
viving an ‘ir_rlpg_c_:t, and most are found by farmers plowing
their fields. '

One of the best hunting grounds for meteorites is on the
glaciers of Antarctica, where the dark stones stand out in
stark contrast to the white snow and ice. When meteorites
fall on the continent, they are embedded in the moving ice
sheets. At places where the glaciers move upward against
mountain ranges, meteorites are left exposed on the surface.
Some of the meteorites that have landed in Antarctica are
believed to have come from the Moon and even as far away
as y[‘aﬁ, where large impacts blasted out ghunks of material
and hurled them toward Earth.

el

C. its color

D. its location
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Perhaps the world’s largest source of meteorites is the
.Nullarbor Plain, an area of limestone that stretches for 400
miles along the southern coast of Western and South Austral-
ia. The pale, smooth desert plain provides a perfect back-
drop for spotﬁng:n;;oﬁtes , which are usually dark brown of
black. Since very little erosion takes place, the meteorites
are well preserved and are found just where they landed.
Over 1,000 fragments from 150 meteorites that fell during
| the last 20,000 years have been recovered. One large iron

meteorite, called the Mundrabilla meteorite, weighed more
than 11 tons.

Stony meteorites, called chondrites, are the most com-
mon—t;r;:and make up more than 90 percent of all falls. But
because they are similar to Earth materials and therefore e-
rode easily, they are often difficult to find. Among the most
ancient bodies in the solar system are the carbonaceous
chondrites that also contain carbon compounds that might

have been the precursors of life on Earth.
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...are often difficult to find, i} B T B 5 g R0k, B IR MER B, H i, 194> 3 84 88 =i
where to find meteorites,
TR oK 1 ZE T AL
A. K/p B. 5B C.Hifa D. (i E
[&R]C
(B3 ) 401y B AR A
[ B4 | AT LA SCHRE S, R AR M A ERAR RARA, By EIREGN, G R E
BHEASE VR LORAES ZAREG , B ARES XAERNA KRG, G KGHHEHEES
R, B, TN B BT A THREG AN,

- FHIERNPRRAIER 7
A. B JLPER B AR TR 4R B. &kBiA LA aEE
C. R MM a3k B FITE D. B & YT BB R HiBR 4= fr 2 A1
[&EFR]A
(8 ) 2w

(@4 | R HZRE A EMM—T, %7 A WA JLPERE AN T EARK, b
RIAGBARGEK R RERHZRMBMTRAR, ARG RS ZEMmN, BLARES S
EHHRBOARF, B A FAES, btk B RIERN. SChE = BB B4R Wi
WA AT BEK A T A BRECK 2, TUA 2RAK BER R planet 172 , MG BB H 677 C RIEFM.
X E B S5 —H] carbon compounds that might have been the precursors of life on Earth 5 precursor [
$& ancestor,, [N I AEHENWT TR D B IE#/Y.

KPNERAERE

. recognizable[ rekognaizabl | a. HHAK, FTRSIH , IAIRE

[ XHRiFiT Jrecognize| ‘rekognaiz .

[ & BIf ) O&IN, AT ; Sometimes they identify students whose high potential has not been previ-
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[ BEEHIa ) OF W ZRAEN B 5%  The irony of the historian’s craft is that its practitioners
always know that their efforts are but contributions to an unending process. ELA Nl & BRI 2, 7EH
SR, I S F FAERHE , M0 1H95F I SR R — 7k T LR ST AT 5t 1 AR T iR A — S TR
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3. impact[ 'impzekt | n. &5, i () WA
[ X4017iC ) impact
(BB ]O[ -impekt | n. 0, /& : Proper, scientific study of the impacts of dams and of the
cost and benefits of controlling water can help to resolve these conflicts. X 3l fy 82 0 LA &2 18 7K 1Y
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decline of the Roman Empire $IiAZ BFEBZETHE On E, DIF BT, B
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a brief account of yourself. [G]#f , N RARE IR B — 4 THE, KT LAE—FKEK, 5— B Fo (96 M
#1) O##(c) @A (o)
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Passage 2

For years, the towering buttes along Interstate 40 in Arizona were surpassed in majesty only by the
desert’s night sky—a ceiling of ink glittering with stars and frosted with iridescent wisps of Milky Way.
Today, however, the once pristine views from I- 40 and various scenic byways across the U. S. are being
whitewashed by floodlit roadside businesses whose commercial glow obscures the heavenly lights.

“The stars are an endangered species,” complains Wini Brewer, a Morongo Valley, Calif. artist
who purchased five acres of desert property for its starry vista in 1996 but is now mired in squabbles with
the owners of what she considers grossly over-lit homes and businesses. Ruining the sky”, she says,
“is ng different from ruining the view of Yosemite. ”

Light pollution, a term coined by astronomers trying to protect mountaintop telescopes from the en-
croaching glare of urban sprawl, is fast becoming a national concern. Legislation to “bag the beam” , as
one campaign refers to it, is pending in four states, including New York and Massachusetts. Last sum-
mer Texas and New Mexico enacted tough laws to restrict outdoor lights, and" just last week officials in
Fauquier County, Va. ,joining hundreds of regional enforcement efforts, voted unanimously in favor of
similar 1]'estn'ctions. Even Inuits living more than 300km north of the Arctic Circle have reportedly begun
to complain about the lights.

Thanks in part to the publicity surrounding Comet Hale-Bopp and other heavily hyped celestial e-
vents, “light pollution went from a non-issue to something that’s on everyone’s mind,” says Maryann Ar-
rien, a documentary-film maker and an amateur astronomer in Putnam Valley, N.Y.. Efforts to curb
light pollution are under way from the Australian Outback to Britain’s Sherwood Forest, according to the
International Dark-Sky Association (1. D. A. ), which boasts 3,600 members in 70 countries.

The lights won’t wink out without a fight. Home owners view brightly lighted streets as a crime de-
terrent and tend to feel more secure when their property shines like a Hollywood stage set. And business
owners who pump a lot of money into outdoor signage insist that increased wattage is frequently all that
sets them apart from the competition.

But there is such a thing as shining too much light on-a subject. The Muminating Engineering Soci-
ety of North America studied commercial lighting and concluded that many companies use five times the
amount of light necessary for effective marketing. “Business lights are out of control ,” says Nancy Clan-

ton, a lighting designer who helped the 1. E. S. draft new guidelines recommending that outdoor lighting
. < P
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be reduced as much as 80%.

Anti-light activists say it’s possible to fight crime in residential areas without whiting out the sky.

“We're not suggesting you live in the dark. We’re saying it’s time to keep lights on the ground where we
need them. ” says Tim Hunter, co-founder of the I. E. S. , who contends that at least 30% of all light is

needlessly cast into the sky. Indeed, the solution to many light-pollution problems may be as absurdly

simple as putting shields around outdoor bulbs to prevent their beams from traveling above the horizon.

. 1. What is the passage mainly about?
A. new methods for light pollution
C. the problem of light pollution

A. a container used for storing items
C. to cause to bulge like a pouch
3. Who does not complain about the light?
A. Inuits
C. Wini Brewer

B. business lighting

D. the stars are endangered

2. What does the word “ bag” (Line 2,Para.3) mean?

B. to put into or as if into a bag

D. to hang loosely

B. Businessmen

D. Astronomers

4. Which of the followings does not contribute to the awareness of people to light pollution?

A. the publicity surrounding Comet Hale-Bopp
B. other heavily hyped celestial events
C. some personal anti-light activities
D. the development of business
5. What does anti-light pollution mean?
A. Businessmen should turn off the light.
B. People should live in the dark.

C. People should turn off the light and save electricity.

¥

D. People should prevent light.bea'ms from traveling too far.

ENHERERERHA

For years, the towering buttes along Interstate 40
in Arizona were surpassed in majesty only by the
desert’s night sky—a ceiling of ink glittering with stars
and frosted with iridescent wisps of Milky Way. Today,
however, the once pristine views from I- 40 and vari-
ous scenic byways across the U. S. are being white-
washed by floodlit roadside businesses whose commer-
cial glow obscures the heavenly lights.

“The stars are an endangered species,’

plains Wini Brewer, a Morongo Valley, Calif. artist

" com-

who purchased five acres of desert property for its star-
ry vista in 1996 but is now mired in squabbles with the

owners of what she considers grossly over-lit homes
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and businesses. “Ruining the sky”, she says, “is no
different from ruining the view of Yosemite. ”

Light pollution, a term coined by astronomers try-
ing to protect mountaintop telescopes from the encroac-
hing glare of urban sprawl, is fast becoming a national
concern. Legislation to “bag the beam”, as one cam-
paign refers to it, is pending in four states, including
New York and Massachusetts. Last summer Texas and
New Mexico enacted tough laws to restrict outdoor
- lights, and just last week officials in Fauquier County,
Va. , joining hundreds of regional enforcement efforts,
voted unanimously in favor of similar restrictions. Even
Inuits living more than 300km north of the Arctic Circle
have reportedly begun to complain about the lights.

Thanks in part to the publicity surrounding Comet
Hale-Bopp and other heavily hyped celestial events, “light
pollution went from a non-issue to something that’s on
everyone’s mind,” says Maryarin Arrien, a documentary-
film maker and an amateur astronomer in Putnam Valley,
N.Y.. Efforts to curb light pollution are under way from
the Australian’ Qutback to Britain’s Sherwood Forest, ac-
cording to the International Dark-Sky Association (I. D.
A.), which boasts 3,600 members in 70 countries.

The lights won’t wink out without a fight. Home
owners view brightly lighted streets as a crime deter-
rent and tend to feel more secure when their property
shines like a Hollywood stage set. And business own-
ers who pump a lot of money into outdoor signage insist
that increased wattage is frequently all that sets them
apart from the competition.

But there is such a thing as shining too much light
on a subject. The Iluminating Engineering Society of
North America studied commercial lighting and conclu-
ded that many companies use five times the amount of
light necessary for effective marketing. “Business lights
are out of control,” says Nancy Clanton, a lighting desig-
ner who helped the I. E. S. draft new guidelines recom-
mending that outdoor lighting be reduced as much as 80%.

Anti-light activists say it’s possible to fight crime in
residential areas without whiting out the sky. “We're not
suggesting you live in the dark. We're saying it’s time to
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keep lights on the ground where we need them. ” says Tim | “FAIHIFEILRFEEERRED RIIR
Hunter, co-founder of the I. E. S., who contends that at | BRI HEHERNTFEEZM M E
least 30% of all light is needlessly cast into the sky. In- | _Fo”fliETKZ /A 30% fYAS B AT 6 BB
deed , the solution to many light-pollution problems may be | HF| K255, (5) W, F L ISR B K
as absurdly simple as putting shields around outdoor bulbs | 277 Bk AT BB BA18 1 &Y, L INZE P ARG AT
to prevent their beams from traveling above the horizon. B AR R, B (R TOAEAR.
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We're not suggesting you live in the dark, A LA Hi#63 B thF IF #; 5637 C FEOEH”,mEH
SRAE B4 L BRI RIRE, BT LA 3 JE SR 6 95 B A RTRE s 37T M 3C 2 8 J5 — A% Indeed , the solution to
many light-pollution problems may be as absurdly simple as putting shields around outdoor bulbs to
prevent their beams from traveling above the horizon A] L& i , #EH096 15 Mo 326 | HEHER; T
Z8adiE, BT A% D RIEHH .
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(RESH]O®BS, EF, 8T, Bit:As an industry , biotechnology stands to rival electronics in
dollar volume and perhaps surpass it in social impact by 2020. #E %—[ 157k BT 2020 £ERT, 4
BAREZFME LR 58 THARASE , EH LB ENTRESEL S FHAR, (@) @
B B R IR oo BTRB D B (SREEMRE ) :surpass one’s ability 3£ A B B8 F1 57680 B
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[ X4R3i7;iC ) scene] sizn I n. '
[ RESI 1) O(8%E i) %5, %8 : But the human mind can glimpse a rapidly changing scene and
immediately disregard the 98 percent that is irrelevant, instantaneously focusing on the monkey at the
side of a winding forest road or the single suspicious face in a big crowd. {B& AR — > F
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[ R4R1RIC ] glowing[ glouip ] a.
[ HEsI@ ) g r, EURY , Y6IERY . When the United States entered just such a glowing peri-
od after the end of the Second World War, it had a market eight times larger than any competitor, giv-
ing its industries unparalleled economies of scale. 5 ~ Ykt R A RE )G , LB IFHEA TXE—
BRI, A M G RAMES T8/, X EEEEN TVEE T 454
LT, (2000 Mk 1)
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[EEHIR) Da AEER,ERI#): The environment is obviously important, but its role has re-
mained obscure. BRI RIEH EEMW, BH/AEAKREBANE. (02 Wik Pan B) Qa.
Hy , 2 AR1Y ;reasons remain obscure BRH{IRMFIE Do, {FHAEKE R : obscure sth FERY)
@v. {71, JRIE : The theme is obscured by frequent digressions. S A8 . FHA4Y
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[ BEHIR ) DiE S Very few writers on the subject have explored this distinction—indeed , contra-
diction—which goes to the heart of what is wrong with the campaign to put computers in the class-
room. £ # R X — GBI X EH ,BOH AFITX — K Hl—FKFs ERX—F &, EHEXRES
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[ X40iR3LC ) legislation[ ledzisleifon 7.

(BB ) ok, B f%)E (858 L) : The panel has not yet reached agreement on a crucial
question ,however , whether to recommend legislation that would make it a crime for private funding to
be used for human cloning. it , & F/NAF —4 K@M RIE—RE RS A RARBARER
e NREIAT iR AL ER, BRTER A B —BE L. (99 Mt 4)
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[HEHI)O(ER B2ESH) Ik REFE L : As a logical consequence of this development , sepa-
rate journals have now appeared aimed mainly towards either professional or amateur readership. {E
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[BEEGIR)Dv. £, {7 ;K4 , ¥ %5 : Nancy Dubler, director of Montefiore Medical Center,
contends that the principle will shield doctors who “until now have very, very strongly insisted that
they could not give patients sufficient medication to control their pain if that might hasten death”. 5
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