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Deople You Will Read About

Quasimodo :

Pierre Gringoire:

Gudule.

Esmeralda:

- Dom Claude Frollo:

Phoebus de Cheteaupers:

the hunchbacked beliringer of
Notre Dame who loves Esmeral-
da deeply

a pobr young playwright who
marries Esmeralda in name
Esmeralda’s mother who ce-
ments herself in a cell

a beautiful Gypsy girl who is
madly in love with Phoebus

the archdeacon of Notre Dame
who adopts Quasimodo and falls
in love with Esmeralda

the Captain of King’s Archers
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Caderousse : who saves Esmeralda and is at-

tracted by her beauty
King Clopin: J King of beggars who protects
Esmeralda
Fleur-de-Lys de | Phoebus’ fiancée who is from a

Gondelaurier: | wealthy family
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Quasimodo, the [Dope of SFools

On the morning of January 6, 1482, the people of
Paris were awakened by the deafening peals of all the
church bells in the city. Not only was it a religious
holiday, but it was also the Festival of Fools, and
Parisians celebrated it by going to plays, lighting bon-
fires, or electing a Pope of Fools and parading him
through the streets.

A noisy crowd started gathering outside the Palace
of Justice before dawn, eager to get good seats for the
play to be performed there at noon, when church offi-
cials and important guests would arrive. While they

deafening / 'defenin/ adj. EF & %4 ' bonfire /'bonfais/ n. ¥ X
peal /pitlf n, 4 F 4 F ‘- parade /pa'reid/ v. # 11
religious /rilidzes/ adj. F# e, FH L&
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THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME

waited, the crowd of poor townspeople, rowdy stu-
dents, and ragged beggars climbed the tall pillars,
broke windows, and shouted to the actors and to

Pierre Gringoire, the play’s young author, for the
show to begin.
Fearful that the shouts would lead to a riot, Pierre

began the play. But the officials soon began arriving,
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and an usher in the gallery announced each one by

name. These announcements and the spectators’
noisy laughter and discussion of each arrival inter-
rupted the play frequently.

These interruptions frustrated the young playwright,
but they were nothing compared to the horror he felt
when still another interruption came from a visitor
from Belgium. The man suddenly rose in the gallery
and called down, “People of Paris, I’ ve been waiting
for those people on stage to move, to act, to fight, but

all these fools do is call each other names. 1 had
sl  hoped to see a Pope of Fools elected. Back home, we
have all the candidates stick their head through a

rowdy / raudi/ adj. =¥ 18 4§ . usher /'AJo/n. 3t B R
pillar / pile/ n. # % . gallery /'geslori/ n. (R P& %694k B
riot /'raist/ n. ¥l ;R & ' candidate {'keendidit/ n. 1% & A
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THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME

hole and make faces at the audience. The one who
makes the ugliest face is elected Pope of Fools. At
least, that’s amusing. This play is certainly not!”

The crowd cheered. “A Pope! Let’s elect our Pope

of Fools!”

A student knocked a hole in a small, round chapel

window, and soon men were pushing to take their turn

making faces. There were angry faces, silly faces, ani-
mal faces, grotesque faces. There were opened
mouths and closed ones, twisted noses and flat ones,
hairy foreheads and bald ones. Each new face sent
peals of laughter through the crowd.

Then suddenly, a burst of applause and cheers
greeted a monstrous face. It had a small left eye half
hidden by a bristly red eyebrow and a right eye that

was completely closed and covered by an enormous

o | wart. The nose was more like a pyramid than a nose

as it sat above thick lips. Jagged teeth stuck out from

grotesque /grau'tesk/ adj. & 3¢ 4§ . monstrous / monstras/ adj. 5 # ¢4 , & 5 ¢4
twisted Awistid/ adj. 42 & # . wart wort/ n. &
bald /bo:ld/ adj. % ()¢ ' jagged /'d3emgid/ adj. A6k © 4, F K #



