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Wu Zixu

Wu Zixu, or Wu Yuan, was a native of Chu. His father was Wu-
She, his elder brother Wu Shang, Their ancestor Wu Chu had been
noted for his frank advice to King Zhuang of Chu, and so his descen-
dants were well-known in that state.

King Ping of Chu appointed Wu She senior guardian to Crown
Prince Jian, with Fei Wuji as junior guardian. Fei was not loyal to the
prince, however. Sent to Qin by the king to bring back a wife for the
prince and finding her very lovely, he galloped back to report, “This
girl from Qin is a marvellous beauty. Your Majesty had better take her
yourself and find another wife for the crown prince.”

So King Ping took the girl, who became his favourite and gave
birth to a son Zhen, while a different bride was found for the crown
ptince. Since Fei had pleased the king in this matter, he left the crown
ptince and entered the king’s service. But fearing that when the king
died and Jian ascended the throne he might be killed, he began to
slander Jian. As the king did not love the crown prince’s mother, who

was from Cai, he gradually became estranged from Jian, whom he sent
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to guard the fronder city of Chengfu.

Soon Fei was belittling Jian day and night to the king, “The crown
prince naturally resents losing his bride from Qin,” he said. “I must beg
Your Majesty to be on your guard. Now the prince is in command of
an army at Chengfu and in contact with other states, he may make
trouble.”

King Ping summoned the senior guardian Wu She and asked him
about it. Wu She, knowing of Fei’s slander, told the king, “Don’t let
yourself be estranged from your own flesh and blood, sir, by a petty
treacherous slanderer.”

Fei insisted, “Unless you stop them, they will succeed. And then
you will be trapped.”

So the king in his anger had Wu She imprisoned. He ordered Fen
Yang, the military commander at Chengfu, to kill the crown prince, but
instead Fen Yang sent a man to warn Jian, saying, “Fly for your life, or
you are lost!” So Prince Jian fled to Song,

Fei Wuiji told the king, “Wu She has two sons, both able. If you do
not eliminate them they will cause Chu trouble. With their father as
hostage you can summon them. Failing this, they will be a menace to
our state.”

Then the king sent word to Wu She, “Get your two sons here and
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you shall live. Otherwise you die.”
“Shang has a good heart and would come,” replied Wu She. “But
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Zixu has a hard character, can stand abuse and is capable of great
things. When he sees this is a trap, he will not come.”
'The king paid no attention but sent for both sons, saying, “Come,

and your father lives. Otherwise he must die.”

Shang wanted to obey the summons but Zixu reasoned, “The king
has no intention of sparing our father but has sent for us because he is
afraid of the trouble we may cause if we escape. He is holding our
father as hostage in order to trick us. If we go we shall all die together
— what good would that do our father? We should simply lose all

chance of revenge. No, better escape to another state and enlist sup-
port to avenge him. There is no point in petishing together.”

“ know I cannot save him by going,” Shang rejoined. “But I don’t
want to be sneered at by the whole wotld for staying away to save my

own skin and perhaps failing later to avenge him.” He added, “You

leave! You can avenge our father while I die with him.”

With Shang in their hands, the messengers tried to seize Zixu, but
he fitted an arrow to his bow and aimed it at them so that they dared
not advance. Thus he escaped. Hearing that the crown prince was in
Song, he went there to join him.

When Wu She learned of Zixu’s flight he said, “Now the king of
Chu and his ministers face military disaster.”
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As soon as Shang returned, he was put to death with his father.

After Wu Zixu reached Song there was a revolt led by Hua Hai, so
Wu Zixu and Prince Jian went on to Zheng, where they were well
teceived. Then Prince Jian visited Jin.

Duke Qing of Jin said, “You are a good friend of Zheng and
trusted there. If you help from within while I attack from without, I
can certainly conquer Zheng and give it to you.”

The prince returned to Zheng. But before the plan was carried out
he made an attempt on the life of one of his followers against whom
he had a grudge, and this man, knowing the plot, informed against
him. Then Duke Ding of Zheng and his minister Zichan killed Prince
Jian.

The prince had left a son named Sheng, with whom Wu Zixu fled
in alarm to Wu. The guards at the Zhao Pass tried to arrest them and,
being on foot, they were very nearly caught. With pursuers hot behind
them they reached the river, where a fisherman who saw that their case
was desperate ferried them across in his boat. On the further shore, Wu
Zixu unbuckled his sword.

“This sword, worth a hundred gold pieces, I leave with you,” he
said.

The fisherman answered, “A reward of fifty thousand piculs of

grain and a noble title has been offered in Chu to the man who cap-
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tures Wu Zixu. Why should I take 2 sword worth only a hundred gold
pleces?” And he refused it.

On the way to Wu, Wu Zixu fell ill and had to stop to beg for
food. When he reached Wu, King Liao was on the throne with Lord
Guang as his commander, and through him Wu Zixu obtained an au-
dience with the king, '

Some time later, the women raising silkworms in Wu’s frontier

town of Beiliangshi started fighting about mulberry leaves with those
in Chu’s frontier town Zhongli. King Ping of Chu was so incensed by
this that he called out his troops, and the king of Wu sent Lord Guang
to attack Chu. Upon his return after storming Zhongli and Juchao, Wu
Zixu advised the king, “Chu can be defeated if you send Lord Guang

out on another expedition.”

But Lord Guang told the king, “Wu Zixu’s father and brother
were killed in Chu. He is advising you to attack because he wants revenge.
We cannot defeat Chu.” _

Wu Zixu knew that Lord Guang was plotting to kill the king and 42:;

take his place, and that therefore it was useless to speak to him about

matters outside. So he introduced Zhuan Zhu to Lord Guang and
went into retirement himself ploughing the fields with Sheng, the son
of Prince Jian.

Five years later King Ping of Chu died and Zhen, his son by the
beauty from Qin, succeeded him as King Zhao. King Liao of Wu
seized this opportunity to dispatch two lords with troops against Chu,
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but the army of Chu cut off their retreat so that Wu was left undefended.
Then Lord Guang made Zhuan Zhu assassinate the king and set him-
self up as King Helii. His ambition realized, he put Wu Zixu in charge
of relations with other states and consulted him on government affairs.

When the king of Chu killed his ministers Xi Wan and Bo Zhouli,
the latter’s grandson Bo Pi fled to Wu and King Helii made him a
minister too.

After the two lords sent to attack Chu found retreat impossible
and heard that Lord Guang had assassinated King Liao and enthroned
himself, they surrendered with their forces to Chu and were given the
district of Shu as their fief.

Three years after King Helii ascended the throne, he raised an army

~and with the help of Wu Zixu and Bo Pi attacked Chu, took Shu and
captured the two renegades. He wanted to advance on Ying, the capi-
tal of Chu, but his commander Sun Wu said, “Our men are tired. The
time has not yet come. We had better wait.”” So they returned.

In the fourth year the army of Wu attacked Chu again and took
Liu and Jian. In the fifth year they attacked and defeated Yue. In the
sixth year King Zhao of Chu sent Lord Nang with troops against W,
but Wu Zixu, who had been dispatched by King Heli to resist, uttetly
routed him at Yuzhang and captured Juchao from Chu.
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