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Forewords

This year marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of PLA Bethune International Peace Hospital. In the glorious history of the Hospital
which was founded amidst the flames of war against Japanese aggression and which has carried the revolutionary traditions through all the
changes of the times, two international friends of China, Dr. Norman Bethune and Dr. Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis occupy an extraordinary
and significant place. Both as founders of the Hospital, Dr. Bethune and Dr. Kotnis have been esteemed as symbols of international
friendship, flying banners of i spirits and paragons of noble cl They will, as always. stand high in the hearts of the
people like two immortal monuments.

The Memorial Hall of Dr. Bethune and the Memorial Hall of Dr. Kotnis were established in the Hospital respectively in November 1975
and December 1976 with approval of the State Council under the direct care of Premier Zhou Enlai. Their names were inscribed by senior
revolutionary veterans Nie Rongzhen and Ye Jiangying. Party and state leaders Deng Xiaoping, Jiang Zemin and Li Peng also wrote words
of dedications to the Memorial Halls on different occasions. As among the first national bases for patriotic education and as a window of
the PLA open to the outside world, the Memorial Halls in the past 30 odd years have received visitors from home and abroad of more than
500.000 person-times, proving themselves worthy places for retrospecting the past, inspiring the younger generation and disseminating
friendship.

Apart from being bases of political education, the Memorial Halls of Dr. Bethune and Dr. Kotnis also constitute splendid galleries of art.
Exhibited in the two Memorial Halls are 197 pieces of fine art, including traditional Chinese painti oil paintings and I based
on life stories of the two respected doctors and other relevant historical subjects. They are masterpieces of 77 famous artists including Luo
Gongliu, Liu Boshu, Situ Jie, Zhou Sicong, Qian Shaowu, Zhang Wenxin, Qiu sha, Gu Shengyue, Chen Yanning, Tang Xiaoming, Song
Zhongyuan, Ji Guanzhi, Xu Yong and Chen Danging, etc. from many art institutions such as the China Central Academy of Fine Art, China
Central Academy of Crafts and Arts, Luxun Academy of Fine Art, Beijing Art Academy, Zhejiang Academy of Fine Art.

‘These artistic works were created in the early 1970s as results of intensive researches, field studies, interviews and repeated deliberations.
Impassioned by the lofty moral characters of Dr. Bethune and Dr. Kotnis, the artists devoted their painstaking efforts into their works, which
in different styles though, all turned out to be vivid depictions of the commemorable lives of the two internationalist fighters — lives they
dedicated to and sacrificed to the liberation cause of the Chinese people.

Embodying superior artistic i and epitomi ion of real history, these politically instructive works of art are
cherished as the proud treasures of the Memorial Halls, nol only for (helr monumental artistic quality, but also for their historical and cultural
values.

As we are ing the 70th i 'y of Bethune International Peace Hospital, it is of extraordinary significance to publish this
collection of art works from the two Memorial Halls that we would call “Immortal Monuments Erected with Paint and Brush™. It represents
dear memories of our great friends and comrades Dr. Bethune and Dr. Kotnis, and more importantly, provides us a graphic vehicle by which
we could carry forward their noble spirits that are still shinning with time-honoured luminosity.

At a time when the PLA is pressing ahead with its modernization drive and supporting the national endeavour to build a harmonious
socialist society, upon appeals of the Central Committee and the Central Military Commission of the CPC, the publication and distribution
of this album will help us gain a more profound knowledge of Dr. Bethune and Dr. Kotnis, and get a keen understanding of their values, their
moral integrity and their lofty ideals. so that we could follow their examples to serve the people heart and soul. Tt will also encourage us to
exert better service to our national defense, and work in a pioneering and innovative spirit to advance the comprehensive development of our
Hospital towards full modernization.

president Hou Yanning
PLA Bethune International Peace Hospital

. Commissar Liu Guangxiu
August 1,2007
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Dr. Dwarkanath Shantaram Kotnis (known as Ke Dihua in Chinese), internationalist fighter.

Born in 1910 in Solapur District, Maharashtra, India. Dwarkanath Kotnis graduated in 1936 from the Seth Gordhandas Sunderdas
Medical College of the University of Mumbai. In September 1938, Dr. Kotnis came to China with the Indian Medical Mission in support
of the Chinese people’s fight against Japanese invaders. He arrived in Yan'an the following year, where he became the chief surgeon of the
Hospital of the Eighth Route Army. In May 1940, Dr. Kotnis transferred to the Shanxi-Chahar-Hebei Border Area and in January 1941, he
was posted as head of Bethune International Peace Hospital and instructor of surgery at Bethune Medical School. He worked with great
diligence and dedication to save lives of the wounded and to pass on his medical skills to his trainces, making significant contribution to the
Chinese people’s anti-Fascist cause. Dr. Kotnis joined the Communist Party of China in July 1942, but died on December 9 the same year of

illness from constant overwork.
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Birthplace of Dr. Komis—an employee’s residence of the Lakshmi Textile Company in Solipur City
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Dr. Kotnis exphaining how to use X-ray machine

Chinese People’s Military & Political Univensity for the
Anic] War




Commanderin-Chief Zhu De meeting with members of the Medical
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Mission in Wangjiayis, Wusiang, Shanxi Provi
1939, From right: Sun Yizhi, Komis, Zhu De

Hanbing. The picture was taken by another mem

Mission Dr. Bijoy Kumar Basu also known as Baswhua in Chinese
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Dr. Kormis with some leaders of Bethune Medical Schoal (from lefi: Yin

Xipeng, Kotmis, Richard Frey and Jiang Yizhen)
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