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PREFACE
LI, ZHAOXING

Yangzhou is a world-famous city with rich culture and heritage.
Whenever it comes to Grand Canal bridging the southern and northern
China, or Silk Road linking the eastern and western world, this city is
always inevitably mentioned.

The fame of the city throughout the world started early back to
ancient times. Jian Zhen, a well-known monk from Yangzhou, was ad-
mired by Japanese in the Tang Dynasty, and Marco Polo, an Italian
traveler, worked as Mayor of Yangzhou for three years. The city has
been playing an important role in foreign affairs ever since the Han and
Tang Dynasty up to now. Jian Zhen's journey to the east symbolizes the
city’s character of embracing and understanding the world; while Marco
Polo’s coming to Yangzhou signifies the world’s desire to have a deeper
look at Yangzhou. Yangzhou is generally recognized to be the focal
point, the transfer station and the distribution center as China and the
rest of the world come closer and closer.

It is easy to find a variety of imprints from the western world while
wandering in any corner in the old city of Yangzhou. Yangzhou Hu
Cake, food imported from the west, can be found in the old and famous
bakery shop Kylin House. There is an unearthed tomb on Mount Wutai
in the eastern suburb of Yangzhou on which the epitaph was engraved

the name of the Wife Wei’s second son “Bosi”, meaning Persia. In addi-
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tion,” there is a strange village with the street sign Persian Village in
Jiangdu, a district of Yangzhou, just because Persians lived here long
time ago. A large binaural clay pot in green glaze, recently collected
from southeastern suburb and inspected by experts is claimed to be from
ancient Persia. In Tai’an, Hanjiang, another district of Yangzhou,
there once unearthed a bronze mirror with polo play pattern in the Tang
Dynasty. Since polo was originally Persian favorite sport and later intro-
duced to Yangzhou by merchants, it became one of the popular local
games. All these tiny traces seem ordinary, however they reveal the
magic and significant impact Silk Road has on this city.

The city of Yangzhou was built 2500 years ago back in ancient Chi-
na during Spring and Autumn period time. For years, there has been
such a heated discussion about the history of the city, consequently ren-
dering the Slender West lake, the traditional Patriotism of Yang-
zhouese, Yangzhou Ba Guai, Yangzhou School of Human Ecosystem to-
gether with Yangzhou Fried Rice so popular. However, a lack of sys-
tematic recognition about image of Yangzhou from international per-
spective is obvious. With aim to spread the brand effect of local public
diplomacy, Yangzhou Public Diplomacy Association has made full use of
history, culture, celebrities and trade to introduce both Yangzhou and
China to the world based on the city’s long history and rich experience in
foreign affairs ever since the association’s establishment.

Wei Minghua and other Yangzhou scholars present their work for
decades of collecting, collating and studying foreigners’ discussion and
description of Yangzhou. This book finally comes to the public based on
all the detailed and precise work.

Yangzhou is China’s as well as the world’s. Chinese people love
Yangzhou while foreign friends and scholars expect to know Yangzhou.

Yangzhou Public Diplomacy Association grandly introduces a book, The
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World Discovers Yangzhou , which proves that The Association focuses
on public diplomacy not only practically , but also theoretically. With it
in hands, you will definitely be more interested in the past of Yang-

zhou, more curious about the present and more confident on the future.
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