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FOREWORD

My flight from Seoul of South Korea to Los Angeles of the US ended in the
balmy afternoon of September 11, 2002. Inside the immigration hall, I immediately
sensed security measures tightened, with stricter immigration control imposed than
ever before when I had entered the US and armed police on guard and patrol around.
It suddenly occurred to me that it was the first anniversary of the “September 11,
2001, Attacks”, remembered as the “9 - 11” Attacks.

The “9 - 117 Attacks are the largesf on scale and heaviest in severity foreign
attacks on the US mainland known in modern American history, hitting the hub re-
gions of the US political administration, financial mechanism and military command-
ing with thousands of lives annihilated and a number of landmark buildings razed to
the ground. But the visible havoc is not all that was wreaked by the terrorist atroci-
ties—the destruction has gone much beyond the physical aspects. While the 541 —
meter — tall One World Trade Center standing on the site of the former twin towers of
the World Trade Center in New York already opened to great fanfare in November,
2014, traumas of the heart still take time to heal. Consequently, as many Americans
no longer regarded their country as a safe haven from global turbulence, literature
would become a way to look into the background of all this. Professor Wang Qingjiang
and his co — authors’ recent publication, Conflicts, Traumas and Transition—A
Study of American Fiction on the “9 - 117 Attacks, is a comprehensive survey of
American novels on this theme, and in the very sense a pioneering attempt in

China’s literary criticism circles.
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The authors’ brainchild is the ultimate product stemming from a research report
of a project headed by Professor Wang which was one of the four 2012 annual foreign
— literature projects sponsored by the Yunnan Provincial Planning Office for Philoso-
phy and Social Sciences (=¥ & ¥ FH42 A FE M X 4 /A %) .In the final ap-
praisal for acceptance by the Planning Office, his project won a grade of “excel-
lence” among all the four projects conducted by three universities respectively under
my supervision in the capacity of the Yunnan provincial academic leader of the for-
eign — literature discipline (E=H & /E XFFMHELA) .

To deal with such a major event in contemporary American history through liter-
ary analysis, the authors discussed 10 novels, with each focusing on one sub —
theme or two. The book opens with historical reviews, tracing to the cultural and re-
ligious roots of the “9 + 11” Attacks. One link in the structural device that is worth
notice is the authors’ dedication of an exclusive chapter to the theory of the
“9 +11” Attacks literature before embarking on dissecting each novel, so as to
bridge the reality scrutiny and the fiction discussion on a legically sound basis. On a
wide range of thematic matters derived from these novels, traumas, of society and of
human, are given a prominent place in the discourse. After making meticulous re-
search into the literary connotation of the matters, the authors concluded that such
traumas had taken their far — reaching toll on American society, resulting in a tran-
sition in social mentality and operation.

Currently the “9 - 11”7 Attacks literature is not familiar to the Chinese reading
public yet for there are only a few works on the theme available in Chinese transla-
tion. Its critiques are even less seen. Given its historical influence and literary signifi-
cance, however, its further exploration from a Chinese perspective shows immense
potential. As a herald in this field, Professor Wang exhibited astutely critical insight
into the contemporary American fiction and capabilities of mobilizing active esprit de
corps that combined to produce the present work. We have every reason to expect
more achievements to come in continuation of this theme’s probe by Professor Wang

and his team.
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