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Preface

By Li Houqiang

Culture is the soul and blood vessel of a nation, which could release huge
power in peril.

This year marks the 70th anniversary of victory of the Counter-Japanese
War which lasted from September 1931 to September 1945. The protracted
war caused terrible disaster for the Chinese people. The cold sword, thunders
of cannons and bombs, blood, broken bodies and charred ruins have left an
ever-lasting imprint on the memory of the Chinese people. When the Chinese
nation was at the moment of life-and-death, the flame of anti-aggression was
lighted across the land of China. The anti-Japanese national united front was
formed. The Counter-Japanese War is the first successful national liberation
struggle since modern times in resistance against foreign aggression. As the
Rear Area, Sichuan made considerable sacrifice and contribution to the victory
of the Counter-Japanese War. Sichuan had a total population of 40 million,
nearly 3. 5 million of whom were soldiers, 640000 of whom died or injured
during the war. In the early period of the war when the Sichuan troops went
out of Sichuan, they were widely believed to be the “worst troops” in China.
However, it was these very “worst troops” that fought in almost all the battles
since the breakout of the Battle of Shanghai in 1937. In the later period of the

war, the “worst troops” was claimed as troops good at fighting. The eight-year
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long war produced the splendid Counter-Japanese War cultures.

In 1945, Xinhua Daily, the mouthpiece of the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of China carried an editorial, Expressing Gratitude to Si-
chuan People , which said that Sichuan was “a major base of the Rear Area of
the largest national struggle in history” , and that Sichuan people “played the
most important role in frontline battlefield”. Sichuan became the political and
cultural center during the Counter-Japanese War due to the loss of vast territo-
ry and the move of the capital of National Government and a large number of
factories, schools and cultural departments moved westwards to Sichuan. Dur-
ing the long resistance war, the Counter-Japanese War cultures featuring Si-
chuan characteristics was nurtured in Sichuan, under the leadership of the
Communist Party of China, with the formation of the national united front and
the development of the national liberation war. During the war, Sichuan made
great contributions to the victory of the Second World War and national libera-
tion war, as one of the command centers of the world’s anti-fascist war, the
political, economic, military and cultural center of the Rear Area and the
crossing of the world’s anti-fascist war united front with China’s Counter-Japa-
nese united front. The Counter-Japanese War cultures which have been buried
for over half a century are the valuable cultural treasure of Sichuan.

The Counter-Japanese War cultures of Sichuan feature Sichuan character-
istics and national and international significance. It is a major content of the
research on China’s modern history. From the perspective of the development
of China’s modern culture, the Counter-Japanese War cultures of Sichuan re-
present the most splendid stage in the development of China’s modern culture,
which marked a milestone. Sichuan was the center of the Rear Area during the
eight-year resistance war and the main battlefield of the Counter-Japanese War
cultures. The understanding of the Counter-Japanese War cultures of Sichuan
means the understanding of the Counter-Japanese War cultures of the Rear Ar-
ea, which is of vital significance to the research on China’s Counter-Japanese

War cultures.



The development of China’s modern culture experienced a long history,
but the Counter-Japanese War period is the most splendid one. Southwestern
China was the Rear Area of the Counter-Japanese War and chungking was the
second capital, which showed the important position of Sichuan. The focus of
the Counter-Japanese War cultures was in Sichuan. War destroys culture, as
embodied by the numerous examples in the world. However, instead of destro-
ying our national culture, China’s Counter-Japanese War promoted the devel-
opment of China’s modern culture. The Counter-Japanese War cultures of Si-
chuan developed further during the war, which proved the vitality of Chinese
culture.

The victory of the Counter-Japanese War was the victory of the cultural
and military fronts of the Chinese nation. The cultural front Counter-Japanese
War cultures aroused the awareness of the masses, boosted the morale of the
generals and soldiers, revealed the atrocities of the Japanese troops and criti-
cized bitterly the shameless traitors. It would be unimaginable to win the
Counter-Japanese War if there were no contribution from the Counter-Japanese
War cultures. The left wing culture’s effect was more than that. As Zhou Enlai
said, Lu Xun was the mentor and Guo Moruo was the general. After the death
of Lu Xun, Guo Moruo was the guide to lead us along the way. The new de-
mocracy by Guo Moruo infiltrated people’s hearts, broadened the cultural field
of the new democracy, weakened the impact of other cultural forms, won the
support from the people for the Chinese Communist Party and built a more sol-
id road leading to the New China.

The Counter-Japanese War cultures belong to China as well as the world.
It is an important part of the world’s anti-fascist culture and the world’s culture
become more splendid for its existence. The Counter-Japanese War cultures
contributed greatly to the defeat of the Japanese invaders and made special
contribution to the world’s anti-fascist war.

The Counter-Japanese War cultures contain a variety of cultures. The

formation of the united front created a free land for the booming of the Count-
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er-Japanese War cultures, where the New Democracy culture, Three People’s
Principles culture, nationalism culture, liberalism culture and traditional Chi-
nese culture all found their places. The awe-inspiring righteousness and the
heroic deeds of previous heroes served as the spiritual strength of the public
who joined the Counter-Japanese War. This spiritual strength was the primary
driving force for the Counter-Japanese War. Throughout the thousands-years
history of Chinese culture or the Western culll;re, there was no single culture
in any period that was as splendid as that during the Counter-Japanese War.
War is a double-edged sword as it is the culprit for the destroying of the cul-
ture of the victim of the aggression, and also promotes the development of cul-
ture. China is not a country that can be wiped off the earth by invaders for it
had a vast land of anti-aggression, which was exactly the unique value of the
Counter-Japanese War cultures.

The research on the Counter-Japanese War cultures of Sichuan is of great
significance to the building of modern culture. First, the Counter-Japanese
War cultures is a patriotism one, and patriotism is the glorious tradition of the
Chinese nation, the huge driving force for the development of China’s society,
the shared spiritual pillar of the people of all nationalities and an important
part of socialist cultural and ethical progress. The research on the Counter-
Japanese War cultures is an important part of the education in patriotism, a
basic project to improve the overall quality of the entire nation and an impor-
tant undertaking to guide people, particularly the teenagers in pursuing ideal ,
forming faith and outlook on life and the rejuvenation of the Chinese nation.
Second, the Counter-Japanese War cultures feature the pursuing of ideals and
progress and represent an important part of an advanced socialist culture. It
will play an active role in removing cultural rubbish and purifying cultural en-
vironment. Third, the Counter-Japanese War cultures is a united front culture
and culture of the whole nation, and the research on Counter-Japanese War
cultures will promote the harmony of cross-strait relations and enhance the co-

hesive force of the culture of the Chinese nation. Fourth, the Counter-Japa-



nese War culture is an important cultural historical fact of Sichuan with a valu-
able spiritual and cultural value which has extended its influence over today.
It has a prominent local color, a nationwide significance and an influence a-
round the world. It has an irreplaceable role in building Sichuan into a cultur-
al province.

In the 1980s, under the leadership of and support from the Publicity De-
partment of Sichuan Provincial Committee of the Communist Party of China,
the Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences, along with Southwest China Normal
University, Chungking Normal University and other organizations initiated the
research on literature and art of the Counter-Japanese War throughout China.
Fruits come outin succession which have had exerted certain influence both at
home and abroad. To echo the 70th anniversary of the victory of the world’s
anti-fascist war, we are extending our research further, advancing towards
Chinese Counter-Japanese cultures.

For various reasons, our previous research on anti-aggression cultures
failed to deliver a comprehensive description of the history in general and some
comments contain inattentive contents and narrow research scopes. Although
the Counter-Japanese War ended 70 years ago, some Japanese are still trying
to deny it in different ways. They should have admitted the aggressive war
which caused casualties of millions of Chinese, and should have apologized
like Germany Chancellor Brandt who said “God Forgive us” , if they really
had natural sympathies that all men have as Mencius said. As researchers of
the Counter-Japanese War cultures, in addition to feeling outraged by those
who are trying to deny the crime, they should also reveal the historical truth in
a rational and objective way in order to prevent history from being twisted by
someone who intends to mislead later generations by dressing up history like a
little girl.

Multivolume * Counter-Japanese War Cultures Research Series, Sichuan,
China™ are to be published soon. This series are the fruit of the painstaking

efforts by scholars from the Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences and universi-
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ties and colleges in Sichuan who have authored many related writings. Respect
for history is the fundamental principle in studying history, an attitude of his-
torical materialism and a tradition of Chinese culture. Sima Qian paid a lot of
attention to collecting facts and true recording of facts when writing the Record
of the Grand Historian. I believe the authors of this series can come up with
creative, high-level influential academic writings.

“ Counter-Japanese War Cultures Research‘Series, Sichuan, China” is a
key project which has won support by the Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences
in a long term. Related academic writings will be published in batches and are

open to criticism.

May 26, 2015

In Baihuatan

( The author is the professor in the Sichuan Academy of Social Sciences. )
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