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Self-account for Works of Fine Arts

Huang Yongyu

Confucius said, “When I was young, my condition was low, and therefore 1
acquired my ability in many humble things.” This is very much the case with me.

Painting, as a trade, has since ancient times been more like a “humble thing”.
Painters belonged to the court official category of “daizhao — waiting to be called
to serve the emperor”, and at best could enjoy the right of “walking about in the
imperial seraglio”.

I lack a solid foundation in painting, and feel regretful and unsatisfied while I
paint. I often think I have painted poorly and still think so even today.

People like my works possibly because I have lived very long and they take
pity on me. Old people die quickly now, one today and another in a few days. When
not too many of them are left behind, they become precious rarities. This is why
they have chosen me and decided to publish a collection of my works.

Our country is now prosperous and strong. More and more young people have
begun painting and their techniques are outstanding. I am both glad and convinced.
If T cannot tell what is good or bad, how can I still be counted as a painter?

I would like to express my gratitude to the talents under the general director of

Hunan Fine Arts Publishing House for their dedication and studious efforts.

September 15, 2012

In the Hall of Ten Thousand Lotuses
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