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Delicate this book to Professor Charles Tilly,a hardworking and creative

scholar.



Charles Tilly
( May 27, 1929—April 29, 2008 )
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I welcome the publication of Sun Xiu’s thoughtful work on my late father,
Charles Tilly. I am sure he would have welcomed this publication as well.
Charles Tilly was always deeply concerned about global dimensions of social
structures and processes and he followed developments in China with great
interest for as long as I can remember. I recall that in the 1960s he regularly
subscribed to Peking Review, and we sometimes discussed the significance
of the Cultural Revolution ( though I was still just a child ) . When it became
possible to visit China, he eagerly took part in scholarly exchanges. So I know
that he would be excited to learn that more scholars in China would be exposed

to a summary, analysis, and critique of his scholarly work.

Chris Tilly
Professor of Urban Planning, University of California Los Angeles

May 2015
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Interpreting Charles Tilly:

On Tilly’s Political Transformation Theory in the Development of

American Historical Sociology

This book mainly concerns about Charles Tilly’s research on political
transformation in the context of the evolution of American Historical Sociology
after World War 1[I . In the historians’ perspective, this book tries to pay more
attention to Tilly’s empirical research in history which was ever ignored by
some political scientists and sociologists. By locating the theory and practice
of Tilly’s research in the academic lineage, this book attempts to reveal Tilly’s
Historicism penetrating in his works.

Questioning the classic modernization theory is Tilly’s promise and
thinking about the micro-political transformation of society is his main content
of academic quest. According to the order from historical theory to theory of
historiography, this book concerns questions in three levels. On the first level,
it discusses and reviews Tilly’s empirical research on the formation of national
states, the diverse trajectories of democratization and historical changes of
Contentious Repertories in western European. These three topics are Tilly’s core
topics. On second level, by scanning the history of historiography, it describes
the situation in which Tilly served as a link. In other words, he inherited from
past pioneers and ushered successors during the development of historical
sociology. On the one hand, Tilly redefined the concepts of national states and
democracy, made a reflection up the abstract and ahistorical model of classic
modernization theory. Thus he stirred the emergence of “historical turning”
among sociologist and the social science approach among historians, which

greatly promoted the disciplinary construction of historical sociology at the

003
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middle of the 20th century. On the other hand, Tilly originally brought the
concept of repertory into the Contentious Politics Studies, which was created by
himself and his peers and advanced by his disciples. In the twilight of his life,
Tilly re-examined his concept of repertory and tried to incorporate the cultural
dimension to the frame of Structuralism. Although his final rethinking did not
accomplished before his death (in a certain sense, perhaps we could say it
failed ) , this kind of effort actually echoed the trend of focus-turning from the
social structure to the subject’s agent in Contentious Politics as well as historical
sociology. On the third or epistemological level, this book hopes to illustrate
the potential promise embodied in Tilly’s works—his soul of Historicism. When
interpreting the social transformation in the long run, Tilly concerned about
the synchronic local diversity as well as the diachronic path-dependence, and
he synthesized them together ingeniously. He refused to any concepts with a
teleological sense and committed himself to infuse dynamic variables ( especially
the temporal variable ) into static schema. By refusing any either-or choice
between regularity and contingency, Tilly preferred to examine their complexity
and interconnection repeatedly. It was his strong sense of Historicism that
inspired and advanced the quest of historical sociology.

To sum up, these trails—reflection about the classic modernization theory,
the lineage of historical sociology and the sense of historicism —compose three
dimensions to understanding and interpretating Charles Tilly.

This book concludes that Charles Tilly acted as a transitional figure
in the development of American historical sociology. It also implies that
the ever pioneer will be overstepped by the latecomers. Confronting with
the cultural turning, Tilly’s structuralism attitude has a conventional smell.
Anyway, his historical method and historicism attitude, which were practiced
and implemented in his research, made a great contribution to the American

historical sociology.
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