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Abstract

Homonology is the study and reflection on the existence of human — being.
Human existence can be divided into two dimensions or parts, the actual being ex-
istence and the should - be existence. Hence, the ancient homonology df Yi peo-
ple is the study and reflection on the actual being and should - be existence of hu-
man — being. Through interpreting and paraphrasing the ancient books and docu-
ments of Bimo of Yi nationality, this paper tends to outline the theoretical frame-
work of the ancient homonology of Yi nationality, indicates the contents and char-
acteristics of ancient Yi homonology, and finally analyzes how Yi homonology in-
fluences and moulds Yi people.

The question about should — be existence belongs to the human world, and es-
pecially, it is a question only concerned by human — being. However, to answer
what the should — be existence is has to begin from actual being existence, which
means to begin from the study (and reflection) on real man, the actual human —
being. Only when we understand “what is human — being” can we answer “what
should human do”. The ancient Yi people through three parts answered this actual
existed question; firstly, where did the existed human come from? Who are these
human? Where will they go in future?

Researching on the origin of human is the logical starting point of the develop-
ment of Yi homonology. Taking orders of the consciousness on root and the urge for
“searching the root” , ancient Yi people asked consistently “where do human come
from?” In some of their genesis epics Yi people suggested that gods created human
— being; but in some of the others, they believed human were evolved from natural

€

substances. That is to say, human originated from “ God” or “ natural sub-
stances”. The classic Bimo documents mainly answered the question about “where
do human come from” through the essence of human — being. Among them, there
were two representative views: one held that “light and shadow” were the essence
of human — being; the other argued that “clean air and foul air” were the essence

of human - being. No matter the “study on origin” or the “study on essence”
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Abstract

both agree that after coming into being, human needed constant evolving and de-
veloping to become the real human.

“What is human” is the core issue of homonology. In Yi homonology, spirit
is the origin of life and essence of human — being. They believe, having spirit
means having consciousness, activities and life, and if the spirit is gone, the life
ends. Consequently, the views of spirit, mainly including human have three spir-
its, dead spirits return to ancestor and every substance has spirit, is the key con-
cept of Yi homonology and the base of its theory. It is from these views of spirit
that the series of characteristics of Yi homonology. For example, from respecting
the spirits, they worship ghosts; from spirit won’ t die and will return to “ances-
tors” , they respect the dead not the alive; from respecting spirits of ancestors,
they worship ancestors; and so on.

Everyone should face death, and can’ t avoid it. Realizing death is one of
the most difficult, the most important and the longest — existent questions in self —
realization. On the basis of the conceptions on spirit, the ancient Yi explored and
thought about death. They considered that death meant the spirit perpetually and
irreversibly left the body; and death is the irresistible natural inevitability men had
to face, and is also the destiny gods gave to men. They also thought that everyone
would die sooner or later, but death did mean nothing, and it had its own meaning
and significance; hence, ancient Yi people could face death calmly and happily.
After death, man would return to “ancestors” , but if the spirits couldn’ t be ac-
cepted by ancestors, they would become devils and haunted souls. Thus, the
strong sense of supremacy of patriarchal clan was formed. Above all, it is clear
that death is an important content of ancient Yi homonology and it has great influ-
ences on the views on life of Yi people.

What should man do? To answer this has to start from reality, but, as human
— being, men should overreach the reality, or to say the should — be and the ideal
aim of life is defined by reality and surpasses reality. Then, what defines it? The
actual or existed men are not complete, and they want to develop into ideal, true
and should — be man. Then, what are such real human - being? How to become
real human — being? These were the should — be existence questions discussed by
the ancient Yi people. Through ethic morality, the they discussed the transition
from actual being to a should —be man. They believed that viewed from the origin

of human - being, ethic morality is the basic cause of the transition from actual be-
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ing to a should — be existence; that viewed from the individual, the connection of
spirit and body endows life to human — being, so naturally from the actual being,
man have to autonomously pursue the should — be aim—to be a moral person, be-
cause only a moral man is a true man, a complete man, an ideal man, and a
should — be man. Morality is the should - be aim pursued by whole human — being
or the individual. But, how does the morality become the should - be aim for hu-
man — being? The reason is because morality origins from the holy spirit with supe-
riority and omnipotence. Morality is man’ s initiative choice based on the necessi-
ty of retributive justice. But how does man become a morality people? If one wants
to be a man with virtue, he has to obey the moral standard. Owing to the under-
standing of ethics mentioned above, ethics turns out to be the main content of Yi
homonology, which makes morality superiority be one of the characteristics of
ancient Yi homonology.

Ideal and faith are not innate features of human — being, but they should be
pursued by true man. They not only represent the essence difference between man
and animal, but also indicate the transcendence of human’ s natural character to
actual condition. Pursuing to be a glorious person this life and a person of virtue is
a practical can secular ideal of Yi people; meanwhile, through worship ghosts and
the spirit of ancestor, Bimo conjures up a religious belief that everyone finally will
be a part of ancestor, and no matter alive or dead, people will have a happy life.
Believing every natural matter shares the same origin as man does, and every hu-
man — being will go back to heaven or hell after they die, the ancestors of Yi peo-
ple sought for an ultimate transcendence that “ man and nature are the same”. The
life ideal, religious belief and the ultimate transcendence form a meaningful world
and a spiritual homeland for Yi ancestors, and direct a life dream for them as well.
In the social circumstance of wide — spread Bimo belief, the religious belief and
worldly life ideal thoughts influenced each other, even combined to be one: Bimo
belief guided the life ideal of Yi ancestors, and was also the highest aim; and the
essence of their life ideal is the embodiment and expression of Bimo religious be-'
lief.

The ancient homonology of Yi people is endowed with its own ethnic features,
since it is originated, developed and matured under the unique historical and cul-
tural backgrounds of Yi people. In terms of its content, the spirit is man’ s funda-

mentality , which is the base for understanding and explaining man’ s existence for
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demand and practice, thus, the views on spirit is not only the main content but al-
so the characteristic of the ancient Yi’ s homonology; as for the thinking style,
the ancient homonology of Yi nationality understand man by clearing the opposed
and united relationships between soul and physical, man and God, man and beast,
etc. , showing the characteristic of dialectics; from the perspective of manifestation
style, the ancient homonology of Yi nationality is in the form of the poem. Hence,
no matter from other minority nationalities, or from the world’ s nationalities cul-
tures, the ancient homonology of the Yi Nationality has the unique ethnic features

and meaningful significance. It is the spiritual treasure of the 7 million Yi people.

Key words: Yi nationality; homonology; spirit; actual being; should -

be existence
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