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Preface

Preface (D)

About two thousand and five hundred years ago, Confucius, China's great
thinker, statesman and educationist, started his educational career for the purpose
of saving the kingdom from social disorder. He worked hard for over forty years and
trained a great number of men of excellent abilities, believed to be three thousand
disciples with seventy standouts. When Confucius passed away, some of his talented
disciples, having recalled the past vivid situation where they received education from
their dear master, soon decided that they should not leave the teacher’s teaching re-
cords scattered, but must compile a book bearing the teacher’s instructions instead.
They did work together to compile the book, and that is the Analects of Confucius.

Ever since its birth, the Analects of Confucius has attracted great attentions
from both political and scholastic circles in all times. It was honored as “the linchpin
of the Five Classics and the command of the Six Skills”. (see Zhao Qi’s Preface to
the Works of Mencius)® The Analects has a very wide recording range. “It bears all
facts reflecting the ups and downs of Confucius’ career in and out of office, the re-
compiling and abridgement he did to some ancient classics, the excellent virtue he re-
presented and the great merits he made. Also included in it are the virtuous deeds
and personalities of his disciples, their academic accomplishments, their moral grad-

ing, and their success and failure. ” (see Zhu Yizun's Textual Research of the Clas-

@® Zhao Qi was a most prominent scholar in the Eastern Han Dynasty (25—220). The
Five Classics he referred to are the Book of Poetry, the Book of History. the Book of Rites ,
the Book of Changes and Zuogiu Ming’s Expounding on the Spring and Autumn Annals. The
Six Skills he referred to were earlier ancient China’s teaching subjects, namely, rites, music,

archery, charioteering, writing and arithmetic.
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sics)@ In spite of its diversified contents, the Analects has its dominant ideological
inclination. It mainly records the moral instructions Confucius rendered his disciples,
and may thus be seen as a textbook of ethics education. The traditional culture of the
Chinese nation is a culture characterized by ethics education and the Analects has con-
tributed very greatly to such characteristics.

With the cultural exchanges between China and other countries, the Analects
has long before found its way into the world. It spread to some Asian countries in
about A. D. 300, and reached Europe in the sixteenth century. In 1593, Matteo Ric-
ci (1552—1610) translated the Four Books, the four classical books of Confucian-
ism, into the Latin language. Since then its French, English, German and Russian
versions have appeared one after another.

The first prestigious English version of the Analects was created by James Legge
(1815—1897) and published in 1861. Chinese scholars Gu Hongming (1857—
1928) and Lin Yutang (1895—1976) also put some chapters of the Analects into
English. And there are scores of other English versions by other people. All those
have not only helped foreigners to know about China’s sage Confucius, but also pro-
vided them with better opportunities to know about the Chinese culture.

In mainland China today, the prestigious English version of the Analects is the
one created by James Legge. It is one of his four versions of the Four Books pub-
lished by Hunan Publishing House in 1992. James Legge was a British of the nine-
teenth century. His English translation might not be suitable for today due to the
changes of the language as well as his non-Chinese cultural background.

Mr. Wu Guozhen, the author of this book, is an occupational English teacher
who, as a native Chinese scholar, feels that today China and the world badly need a
new, accurately-translated English version of the Analects, one that has correct in-
terpretation of the Analects in the modern Chinese language, one that has good Eng-
lish translation of its original text, and one that is easy to read and enjoy. For more
than five years Mr. Wu, who has made it his responsibility and mission to do the
translation, has been working diligently and earnestly at it and, having made several
revised versions, he has finally completed his book entitled' A New Annotated English
Version of the Analects of Confucius. 1 am lucky to be one of the first to read his

book and I feel that his version will be suitable for different kinds of readers both at

@ Zhu Yizun was a most prominent scholar in the Qing Dynasty (1636—1911). He

made a 300-volume annotation to almost all ancient China's classical works.



home and abroad who wish to study the Analects, as it bears accurate, professional
interpretation of Confucius’ original. It may be either a data resource for a researcher
or an interesting story book for a common reader. The publication of Wu's version
should be a good thing for readers of Confucius in China and in other countries.
Unlike the situation where Confucius used to think of lying in reclusion in the sea
while complaining about his doctrines’ not being carried out, the world today sees
hundreds of Confucius Institutes set up everywhere with the support of the Chinese
government. And now Confucius re-appears on the world stage acting as Mr. Image
for China and the goodwill ambassador in the economic and cultural exchanges be-
tween China and other countries. I sincerely hope that Mr. Wu's work will do its bit
in helping the world to know more about Confucius amid the renewal world-wide en-

thusiasm for Confucius.

Chen Tongsheng
Sept. 16, 2010
in Yunshan Shiyi
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JUFE— & AREF R B T it R sl h Eck. BREH, ZHF
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VERG[R)BEn_b ABE A VRS, T K e i R N 0T B FH B SOk Al R AN AT [ U
JRA) oy B R A 22 BOE R X RE R, T B R K Bt A SR AT Y MR AR AR, A
HIsEeAnE, RAHREXTEA XA, ihiE&dF A EZE R ARNTE, &
FR ORI, (HXEEEERE T U . IEIRARE, BA X E RS
R, REOFELZEAFEACULEANMATRN, FERMFEELSEE TR
SRS GRIEE) MAME AR, X R EASE T, 1w BT R
MEE (BEHIFEEVDRUCHBERA TiE, BEANEFEFRSCRBEALZNAT), Hifsh
[EEEE B R g R . XA IR RO BARAR A RS, RE
AR iR, HERNARRETME. RAELNS, @REHROER, X7E
ENHARIEFRREEP AR Z I, 5 GEIE) M5, B A —H. XERE
HEMHE—

IEAIEE, EB T —MiRE X EE NI L. M, RS EEE,
mfar b BFESCHIER R, WRTEHITN. WiFA AR, ES A E
BER A, REOIMNEZEERAEMSERSCE, IR, ZHE, BXER
KMEF . X MUAAREAE, g ALY, SR Rx ekt
AR, MAADPXHESHOEE. EERER, MELiTaETFFERHAE
PDIRARE, PR EARTREIN S 5% 7 3050 A0 =55 ) A X B8 B 7 6L S A IR AR 2
AT — i, HAFEERAAMERATH, Bl 5. 180 g “m X fffE
57, MPEAIMGE, XA 8 REEHEAHARFAULTH 2K, ETFHEE
GFERBR L, MUAAETE, BEARARBNGERERE, FEZEHAT. &
B FmEAREF, X B SN “3%” (giant tortoise) 45T —MfAilE “whose shell
is used for divination”, {HIHFEARTE, EWERRIKMIZHFEZTHSABET. R
E2RAAXBEAE T ML EREROKE, AEXHEN%Eh,. gF %
Fm ‘a7 WERLAdE, HAEHERE. NERERIFEFEREKEL, WE
AAMEA TP EEAmPEATHEINE, PIEANT @& m AT iR
LFREOLRE , R E RN A — L i . A, BEE TR BR T ik,
AN 23 B SO ot TR, PR AR R IS 0 R G e, X RS A —F k.
TR B BRI KK, BREMITNFET, AR ARERE, HE

© 5. 18 $E AL SCF B ) B A IESCE 5 F5E 18 15,
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BANFA MR SRIR T RS, DR R Mk, BRRBEZHIFEZRN,
BiAEAam Rt 2R BN, XERAFENE .

BT ERZS, REATMTRGEENSERE, XOEFMORRIERT
EE. GERMEBHESEBHE T KRB MM LT, BITMmE,
B FLF 2 BedE 2t AR b FF 8, BUAE A AT RE#R 22 s/ W ot b [ 4 £L
F. BRAFRURRERE AT RAEFEEH M7 ) B R ] s R 47
fb X E AL TR R R RRAEHIIEAN, EFEMERAEN, #
HMEZEE, WA THRLFROET, SEBEMER GEiR) e ITd. aTLls,
AR, & GBI BT K — AR o, 7w i R A L
FHEMNBELAERFZT .. RIEEBNS—FERERRME T 21 REEHAR
BRERE. RIEMEE (glossary) 5RIERG| (index) JIE “HEME PRI R
am (CRHPESUE) BB KR, RREEAZE2H . BEREREZ
JG . MO —LRTEAE AR 2 TUE AR RS, AR B E B . XX
FHW N ERM LG A HFEE BRSO X R TAE, FmR—NARE (n
H, . X, L% EERECREYIA B, SRR, AL T e R A
REAHME; FofEA “—LURZ”, B THUE-F2XHAREFLE,
fIRET—, WARERGE T2ME, ANEARRM EFICh2BEr sk, Hm,
—PARERMEH T, BEMEEEM, WEAFEFHCEHR. XIWRFET
EAEE— DRI, ICRETREINZEEF, Bl X TEARE TRRENRE
AXI BB AR GRIE). (BT) MEASEAREN CUOME). HX=
FBE AT B ARA . AR HREBFEEFET, EXIHARMOEERZR.
REAEREAS, AREFT Mk, RERIT 21 %, HAEMYFEE, ¥
EEtREER ., RITRELCER=1TE, HPE=1rma &, #EN
HHPENELTS, XREEREG BRI HIR, R xR — A4
MER . TEBRTBIXT RERT BRIZEA, XFEEE R TEE .

—HZER, (RIE) MEFALMYE, HAARZKEMEM. KEEN, 5
N BAEAE AT AE AT B L Al b A BT SR A, XN OGSE IR AR RE SC 3L T
TEAWRBORMY LK. FrifReAR, B AR, 8K, £E b
MRt R, SERERMATE TRUAMA ANSESMERERY “FraE”, HmHEE
HOH ATRERAATARIA . FriBVISCHG, 2F M4 RN E &K
&M, RELFFMEBXFTRAS . BERERK GRIE) BIFEC HRAVRME T8
HERE, B ATK, WEAARR, RE AR T 5 3 0 30l A1 B A 7T Bk
HBIRYE, “FARBBIR MIETNE TEES, EMA0IFGETRREA, At
‘R AR RS CEA T, RS DEEE ., 1E AL EZ R
Pio. AR 20 4 EEM P RN ARINER, A —EFRERSE, Hot
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WIEH TR A LLPRIE . BEABFEARFAAEG, Bt “BH—8. REER,
BE R 4% . PO PRI KR, RAEARE AR (5 S0 10 B, SIS 4R RIAKIE 248 2
AR ECRE T, BEFEERENRZ. BER22TEGLE, UETE
TR " M, DRE¥EE T mAMEEH, 4XEkR, RAZLAHZ.
PR R &, SCFRSE, B GRiE) REFEMERAS, ARNIFEA TS Z
M. FlancEmR 11 “FH: FhNIZ, AREF? ARBTER, AIFRFE?
ARFGAR, AIREFF?” W =Aw4A, ) ABFETHE 1. 22060
ATHX=AMAEMHNERR, WERME, AR GRiE) #iEd, SRIM
X B . XA R T SO S S F R Y. R gk R
e EEREMA ., BMOBEREERSEHANEFECE, ERNEREER
R SCE B, RO T B e, 53 M SCFRE A A A IR R A A
B, flinl.9 “BFH. ‘HELBRE, REAELR.” XEEFEMR: “Tseng Tzu
said, ‘Conduct the funeral of your parents with meticulous care and let not sacrifices
to your remote ancestors be forgotten, and the virtue of the common people will in-
cline towards fullness. *” Xt BB A LA E T .
HETEARAR, WRAER R, FExH e WA e L%, #l
QRS2 AP FE A E , FEIESZE 3 SCA N IE B 7% 16 b [ SCAk, SR ST i o A
BRI, H5%, RITHATRBREHMER. MREZEENTIEX, EL2
FERXS T E AT TSNS S, KU B &G —B R, REENIFEE:
Zengzi said, “Prudently perform funeral rites to the dead and permanently remember
the forefathers, and the civic morality will resume its excellence. ” {a & /> T L2,
EEEIFBEMAL ., WEREEM T —KE, MEROFEHT TR, AKX
REMEXFEGFEL.
FHEE—OIWEREED S - AEERE, BIECHESEZE. X FhEA
RN ANIES . BAHNEAZE—WEL. KEEMIKRERK, —IREKHEN
BlEM RN, EUCR R AN, TR, ASE IR, KU AN R
H; —RMAZEMREL &, EREFEHR, EREE. 61— IR TFHREZBIK,
JR—IRATFRAEEMEIR. BT ANSCERORE, BMES R RMA AR, FH. X8
Bf . UURBRAFEFESH R FbIR. MBI MAINEIAIR, REA James R. Ware
2. EREEGWRE, B SER7 BN T, AEMIENTFARFEARAK
B, DEER, RAENREEMELSS, M3 “WAKE”, UEENSEREE
3, M Z LIRS R, RBEA S R ECR . X—HARRITEE, HIFEES
AR R HSEMGERAEEMRRE FC 28U TR, SBERINERSENE MR
FRETE. SR, LIRS HZ” FABERERFREIFCE T WER, XAEMER
W HARERIES £, EE 19 HENBOCREMH LI 25—/ CE (8
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S ZAK) (On Familiar Style) . A ®], “FLZEAG . s FLZ
BB Z 0k, EITHBER(EEREK, kFED, KRz, Bz lshsck, F
SEZRESRIL™, RmRE Y. (WESCEF (ML 8OOFE) 5 230 50
XiERE— A ZERUA, T 20 2 ORISR ST IERE XN mEE. Wi+
HAEFE SR A (GEIEY BEIEA, I Raymond Dawson (1993), David Hinton
(1998) . Edward Gilman Slingerland (2001) ZER)SiFEAEE, M TH91F CEA X
i, RORE N ELER — LA, WEMED AT, —MEihs 46,
HAKE, EEATHE “HiR”, “BA”, AELEMHIEDR & “hEARE
3 Wik BRBEE R —FRAKRE FED Tk, BT R, SRR GET
FAEMERLSS, RATWR., XMERANTELEE], BFCHES BBAA/NE. 48
REZEA SR, MR iR “RPpmses”, BRI, i “FH” AR
“B5,” (simple) T “¥HAA” (vulgar), iR “FP3E” (plain), FREPHHZZF] 5K
“SFEL” (familiar) o f 9 IFESCIR ETE . BURATBEME, A AT R29H6 5], A
&R JFESCHIFHET . X RARMESAY .

YER M 94, — A8 B A9 R 342 AT DA IS5 8 1 22 R s i 2R . RIS
— I HIFEAR A RE R B R R RR RN R AR E, ERMER "5
FEHHIREE. GBIB) BLATAF 30 fidd, BERNVIT A GHE LK
WA, W, MEAEN IR KA B GRIE) BFIERB R . A &
TR R W LA CAE. BT “H” R38R L7 R AW 58 BUSR A0 5 Al
EXTRRGEA FraIET, MAERELEAGAHIRE LK BT CHWIRRIE R AR FE
MADUEF S FERESHEER “F", SARRKETR).

GEE) IRESA T TZFEMHE, @ “RE”., “GIF” HELAES
WAKATHE, BT EAH LE R AWML, MEREARAREEZEH, &
REMHEER], RAEEMFEAERXFEET RN, AHEES6TF. —4
E9. 1/ “TEFMEMmSL", XaFE—maFAWa, —FMEPEAEIF, —
FEAE “HM” FWOTmESE - “5” KES, B B 2R, AR
BRAHR, fiFEANLT “F57 WAFEFET “F. 4. 27 =04, FEN
WHILT “FF" SRABRKMEAE 7, mxt “4” 5 07 BEIFRN. LR
M2E R 2RI, BAERER N ZRFE Y, EAXEFAIL FARELE (HL
GEIE) MH, “I27 MBEARIT “FF” R . RERELR, RITEIHLZS
AR RIEE, LR A RN E A A LSRR, 0.

1. The subjects of which the Master seldom spoke were — profitableness, and
also the appointments of Heaven , and perfect virtue. (James Legge, 1890)

2. He seldom spoke of profits, destiny. and total manhood. (Ezra Pound,
1933)
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3. The Master seldom spoke of profit or fate or Goodness. (Arthur Waley,
1938)

4. Confucius seldom talked about profit, destiny, and humanity. (Wing-
Tsit Chan, 1963)

5. The occasions on which the Master talked about profit, destiny and benevo-
lence were rare. (D.C. Lau, 1983)

6. The master seldom spoke of profit and fate and humaneness. (Raymond
Dawson, 1993)

T4 J 50 A AR 3 5L AL 38 7 e«

1. The master rarely spoke of profit; his attachment was to fate and to Man-
hood-at-its-best . (James R. Ware, 1955)

2. Confucius seldom talked about gains, and yet he was for heavenly principles
and benevolence. (Fi@Fk, 1997) ’

AR, XKW SRTE R 2Tk . m4IRE S Ze4EN T 58
VER, WRSCEE] T R

The Master seldom talked about profit-making. but he believed in destiny and
upheld benevolence .

RFEHEMFELZIUES, BRAN—-FTEBNKAALTFHROEH, H—JIrm
Xof 28 H R B i A A A AT B8 L. FLF iRk, RIARRIBN AR MR EE Z,
SFERfAE 7 RE T RSN EEARR, BHEMRSEERE BRTH
“ENT M “EMEEE” MFHE. 2 FERER GBiE) PRBE, Fik 109 &
Z%|

Han9.26 “FH.: ‘=ZFEAFMd, KRATMFEDR.”” MFX “F” F,
WAL R E M . B T F, H AR AR
carried off, rob, seize, deprived of %%, FHIPINIXT “FF” FBGH WA 1915 E
43 #FEVE snatched away # captured and taken away., {BF{]% x> FRAR R HE 1,
AL YT OMME T RERF T . Lk BN (T Bk &) WFEIRERE,
HAYRRZ “SHEF", EEMEE, RIMMEXMXBER, RAEAERX4#MF
B«

The Master said, * While a great army might do without its commander, a
man cannot go without an ambition.”

HFHLGT.O.

FEFRCHBA A7 4 50A R e R A, IR T PR AR A
HfER LA R PR, AW, RIOTMEEMDRET &5 —
de WA I EEH FE B L b g BRI ] B, RER M ERAEM, LB
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fEFH#H 58, HARRE, MIFEEEMERFALHLE L, MET—
o ATV BT B R E O HEVE, MM .

o E R R YRR A AR, ST A S S T S A B R AR
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Prefa

Preface ([I)

At a time when A New Annotated English Version of the Analects of Confucius ,
a book translated and annotated by Mr. Wu Guozhen, is to be published by Fujian
Education Press, 1 received a request from Prof. Yan Xiuhong, one of the reviewers
of the book, who at the request of Mr. Wu asked me to write a preface for the book.
Yan and I, both members of Chinese Association for Phonological Studies, were not
on familiar terms with each other, not to speak of Mr. Wu, but I did start to write,
although I used to be reluctant to write a preface for an unconversant person. Idid so
for two reasons.

First, I was inspired by the fact that Prof. Chen Tongsheng had already written
a preface to Mr. Wu's book. I have never met Chen yet I highly appreciated his great
learning. A few years ago when I was translation reviewer-in-chief for the journal of
Frontiers in China (literature volume). 1 read through a few manuscripts and one
of them was the English version of Chen’s paper on the academic activities of the sev-
enty Confucian disciples. 1 immediately got filled with admiration of Chen’s visual
scope and academic wisdom, believing that it was one of the few best articles that I
had ever read for decades, and that it had filled up a big gap for the evolution of Chi-
nese thought during the pre-Qin period. Later I had more opportunities to get access
to some of his researches on the relation between Sima Qian’s Records of the Histori-
an and the pre-Qin classical documents. 1 was deeply impressed by his knowledge-
ableness. Now that a scholar like Chen would write a preface for Mr. Wu's new
book, 1 believed that the book will certainly have something that is beyond others’
reach in understanding and dealing with the original text he was to translate.

The second reason is that when 1 browsed through Mr. Wu’s manuscript sent to
me by Prof. Yan, 1 soon got the feeling that this book is different from those books
and manuscripts | had read for the past few years, and was impressed by the

translator’s ability and painstaking efforts shown between the lines. Compared with



