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The design of NANJINGLELE is truly inspiring
and will certainly capture the attention of the
world’ s youth and older generations alike. Not only
does it incorporate aspects of the host city’ s
majestic local stone, the river stone, but it is bright
and vibrant and sets the tone for a fun, colorful and
energetic YOG.

the International Olympic Committee
former President, Jacques Rogge
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WHERE THERE IS A WILL, THERE IS A “STONE”
—— THE BIRTH OF FIRST DISTINGUISHED FAMOUS RAIN FLOWER PEBBLES
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Preface

The collection and appreciation of Rain Flower Pebble has a very long history.During the long
process of interaction with the nature world,our ancestors have long noticed the beauty of various stones
around them, and built upon their experiences in practical usage, gradually developed earlier concepts
of tastes and appreciation of gems and stones, and hence upon which stems a brilliant and multivariate
culture of viewing stones.The Rain Flower Pebble, a unique type of viewing stones with long history, is
sometimes referred to as “the living fossil of viewing stones” or “queen of stones” .

The Rain Flower Pebble is Nanjing’ s specialty and cultural symbol, and has become the cultural
embassy of the city. Especially since the beginning of China” s “Open and Reform” period, the
Rain Flower Pebble has taken growing roles in showcasing China’ s cultural beauty to the world, and
conveying the friendship and passion of the Nanjing people. The Rain Flower Pebble has impressed many
at various international grand fairs such as the Seoul Olympic Game, the Beijing Asian Game, and the
Kunming World Horticultural Expo Garden. Many Rain Flower Pebble displays and shows have been
held around the world. More and more people have joined the league of Rain Flower Pebble collectors and
lovers, including many from Hong Kong, Macau, Taiwan and other foreign countries. The gorgeous Rain
Flower Pebble is displaying its splendid beauty all over the world. This year the 2014 Youth Olympic
Game is taking place in Nanjing, which coincides with the 30th anniversary of the Nanjing Rain Flower
Pebble Association, one the earliest viewing stone association. The publication of “Collections of
Distinguished Rain Flower Pebbles of Nanjing,China” would be a special present for both the successful
hosting of the Youth Olympic Game and the 30th anniversary of Nanjing Rain Flower Pebble Association.

This book of “Collections of Distinguished Rain Flower Pebbles of Nanjing” is the result of
many years of diligent,meticulous and hard working of many colleagues of Nanjing Rain Flower Pebble
Association. This album contains photos of over 300 specially selected pieces out of over ten thousand
Rain Flower Pebbles owned by collectors both domestic and abroad. The amount of work is unimaginable.
Concentrated from so many outstanding pieces of Rain Flower Pebbles, it is truly a collection of the best.
In this book Chinese classical poetries by renowned poets is combined with stone appreciation, which
would bring out deeper aesthetic content and meanings of the stones, would inject new energies into the
Rain Flower Pebble culture, and is of great significance in promoting this culture to a new level.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere congratulation to the successful hosting
of the 2014 Youth Olympic Game in Nanjing!

I would also like to express my full-hearted congratulation to Nanjing Rain Flower Pebble
Association for its 30th anniversary!

GU Hao

(Former vice secretary of Jiangsu Provincial Party Committee,Chairman
of Jiangsu Federation of Literary and Art Circles)
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| love her, the queen of stones

Nanjing Rain Flower Pebbles, cherished by our ancestors in Nanjing over six thousand years ago
(Neolithic site “Bei Yin Yang Ying” in Nanjing unearthed has discovered 76 pieces of Rain Flower
Pebbles used as ornamental stones by our ancestors), admired by prime minister Zhou Enlai who kept
pieces on his desk, collected by master Xu Beihong and master Mei Lanfang, since the ancient times have
exhausted countless poets and writers in finding the words to praise them. Even the mascot of the Youth
Olympic Game “Lele” (ffififi) was inspired to incorporate elements of Rain Flower Pebble.

Why does the Rain Flower Pebble win its place in people’ s heart and their collections? In short,
because it is so very beautiful! Professor Wang Zhaowen, a well known leading scholar of aesthetics,
describes Nanjing stone as the “Queen of the stones” ." The Queen of the stones embraces all beauties
in one. In brief, its beauties are manifested in three aspects. Firstly, it is its natural beauty, like a freshly
grown lotus, beautiful, natural, without any curving or decoration. The shape, texture, color, and images of
the stones are directly out of the nature’ s work, therefore it” s the beauty of the nature, it is the fortune
of the nature. Secondly, it is artistic. The naturally formed figures on the stone, of people, animals, plants,
landscapes, and scenery, sometimes figurative and sometime abstract, make us feel we can see the wonder
of the whole universe in a single stone. The images in the stones some are like Chinese painting, some oil
painting, some watercolor, some simple sketches or cartoons, plus the countless styles of sculpture stones,
all showcasing their artistic beauty. Thirdly, it is its beauty of artistic conception. Rain Flower Pebble is
called "an Art by hands of god" , which it is not an artwork by man but surpasses any artwork. A Rain
Flower Pebble that has artistic meaning, contains also an artistic conception; when people try to understand
the stone, they may first see a meaning that stimulate a feeling, and the feeling sublimes to a spiritual
enlightenment. The change of the stone’ s appearance can affect one’ s feeling deep in the heart. So it
is believed that the beauty of the stone can touch the heart of man, that can further purify his soul; with
beautiful souls, there comes a beautiful society. So Rain Flower Pebble is indeed a "god’ s gift" and "the
best of China".

Rain Flower Pebble, I grew up with the accompany and the love of her! She is my spirit, my
love, and a part of my life! For decades, I treasure her and appreciate her. She inspires me, she gives me
knowledge, gives me energy, gives me happiness!I praise it, has been advocating for it.

At this special occasion of the 30th anniversary the Nanjing Rain Flower Pebble Association, the
Association, with a great deal of efforts and financial resources and taking almost two year, has selected
over 300 of Rain Flower Pebbles out of over 10,000 candidates. As the result, the book “Collections
of Distinguished Rain Flower Pebbles of Nanjing” is now published, to serve as memorial of the 30th
anniversary of Nanjing Rain Flower Pebble Association. At the same time, the book would also be a good
tribute to the 2014 Youth Olympic Game in Nanjing! Zhao Jiheng, a Qing Dynasty poet, once wrote a
poem praising the Rain Flower Pebble: “Can you realize the fun of the stone? which is more than a million
miles voyages over a thousand mountains.” I hope this book may help you realize the elegance of the

“Queen of the stones” ! And bring you into that magical realm to enjoy the endless pleasure!

Here, I would like to express my sincere thankfulness to everyone who are involved in promoting
the culture of Rain Flower Pebble, to all of the officials, experts, scholars, writers, fellow stone lovers, and
colleagues who contributed to the publication of this book!

DAI Zongbao

(The president of Nanjing Rain Flower Pebble Association)
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Thin clouds in Zhongshan Mountain
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Striking beauty of Lushan Mountain
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Beautiful landscape
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