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Introduction

The Military Band of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of China was founded in 1947,
subordinated to the PLA General Political Department. As the principal band, it participated in
the founding ceremony of the People’s Republic of China in 1949, playing the national anthem
for the first time. In 1952 at the proposal of Chairman Mao Zedong, an expanded PLA Band
was established in Beijing. The PLA Band now has 360 specialists divided into three symphonic
bands, a teaching team (for undergraduates majoring in wind music at the PLA Academy of
Arts) and a composition office.

Serving as the national ceremonial band, it has performed more than 7,000 times over the past
more than 60 years for occasions such as state visits, National Day celebrations, the handover
ceremonies for Hong Kong and Macao, the Beijing Olympic Games, the Shanghai Expo, and the
Guangzhou Asian Games, among others.

It has always been the nation’s leader in wind music development, playing a proactive role in
exploring and enriching such forms as symphonic, marching, jazz and pop music. The PLA Band

is hatled as China’s Leading Team in Wind Music by media both at home and abroad.
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