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The HSK (Level IV) is intended for students who have mastered 1,200 commonly used
words. As everyone knows, the written test of new HSK exam consists of levels from one to
six. The requirements for students’ vocabulary are different with every level. As the level rises,
so does the requirements. For example, HSK level 3 requires students’ vocabulary to reach 600
words, and HSK level 4 requires 1,200 words. Obviously, the questions will definitely focus on
examining the additional 600 words in HSK level 4. Therefore, HSK level 4’s candidates have to
master the newly added 600 words (in appendix 1).

The HSK level 4 written test consists of 100 questions which are divided into three parts:
listening comprehension, reading and writing. The brief explanations of every part’s content and

examination techniques are presented as follows.

All questions in the listening comprehension part are heard only once. It is required to
answer the 45 questions in 30 minutes. The answer time for each item in every part is: the first
part around 10 seconds; the second and third part around 17 seconds.

Part | contains 10 items. The test takers will listen to each item only once. For each
item, one person says a short paragraph and the other person will say a sentence based on the
paragraph. The sentence is also given on the test paper, and the test takers should judge whether
the content of the sentence is right or wrong.

Part Il contains 15 items. The test takers will listen to each item only once. For each item,
two persons make a dialogue of two sentences, and another person will raise a question based
on the dialogue. 4 options are given on the test paper and the test takers should select the right
answer based on what he/she has heard.

Part [ll contains 20 items. The test takers will listen to each item only once. In this part, each
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item is a dialogue of 4 to 5 sentences or a short paragraph, and one or two questions will be raised
based on the dialogue or paragraph. For each item, 4 options are given on the test paper and the

test takers should select the right answer based on what they have heard.

Examination techniques:

1. Familiarize yourself with the ways in which the questions are usually raised.
HSK'’s questioning approach is kind of patterned. Being familiar with this question
approach, the candidates can win time and energy. According to the real test paper published by

Hanban, it can be generalized as follows:

Question details:

Questioning approach: Topic of the questions:

—JLE /LA 1 ARHE?

KW Ask the time
—E MR L / AR Ask the location
— e 9 Ask the person

Z/0 (%) ? Ask for the digits/figures
—IB4 (&, W= ) ? Ask the manner

—5 K (ZH) (&R B (T) 4
7 /BN RHE?

—BE (&hy) B/ R/ 0z F /O 4T
B A

—BH (M) BAT? Ask the situations/changes etc.
—fifiT 7 iEA (EATEE) BHAXR? Ask about the relationships

Ask the occupation/ask the identity etc.

Ask about the behavior/plans

Question manner/viewpoint etc.

Questioning approach: Topic of the questions:

— 3 (ZH) ERELRFE?
—5H (&) B AFE I BE?

— B (&) EAF? Ask about the attitude
—fth / fbCVE B ARE?
—— B 9 Ask about the reason

—FHH (ZHy) EFERMAFAER?
—FH (&) AHaER?

Ask about the viewpoint
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HSK(Level IV) Examination Guide

—fifi] (XBGE ) R / R4
—XTFHM (&), ATLALGERA?
—R4EXTE, ATLARLE A

— X BE EERERRAMT A7
—RKF-eeee, THIBAIER?

Ask the contents of a dialogue(or a
paragraph)

2. You have to be good at predicting the topic and the focal point of the questions according
to the four ABCD options.

In the listening comprehension test, the candidates can all—more or less—predict what
the speakers are talking about and what they will be asked according to the provided ABCD four
options on the exam paper. The candidates shall make use of the known/existing information to

guide themselves. While waiting, they shall focus on the interrelated information.

2. Reading

It is required to answer the 40 questions in 35 minutes. The propositional answer time
for every question in every part is: the first part around 40 seconds; the second part around 30
seconds and the third part around 1 minute.

Part | contains 10 items. For each item, one or two sentences will be given with one blank,
and the test takers should select a choice from the options to make the sentence(s) complete.

Part Il contains 10 items. For each item, 3 sentences will be given and the test takers should
put them in the right order.

PartIll contains 20 items. In this part, each item is a short paragraph with one or two

questions, and the test takers should select the right answer from the 4 options.

Examination techniques:

The first part of the exam will mainly focus on the examinees’ mastering of nouns, verbs
and adjectives and other notional words (sometimes it can also contain function words, especially
adverbs). The examinees should master the HSK level 4 vocabulary (especially the newly added
600 words) in the often used syntactical functions and morphological features that help determine
the part of speech of the words; the meaning and usage of the words, and be familiar with the
placement of the often encountered new words within a sentence. When answering the questions,
you have to understand the sentences or the dialogues in order to avoid making a sentence that is

grammatically correct but illogical in meaning.
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The second part of the exam will mainly focus on the examinees’ mastering of connected
words and the logical structure within Chinese sentences. Firstly, the examinees must separately
understand the meaning of the three short sentences, making the best of the connecting words
within the sentences. If the sentences are not explicitly connected, the examinees should clearly
understand the logical relations within the three short sentences, and thus determine the sentence
order.

The emphasis of the third part of the test is the candidates’ understanding of the meaning of
the HSK level 4 vocabulary in the specific texts, and the ability to generalize or induce the state of
mind and subjective attitudes of the author and the text characters. Correspondingly, in this part,
the questions are further divided into three types: questions about the details, questions about the
articles’ main idea and questions about the authors’ and text characters’ subjective intent.

For these questions which focus on details, the candidates should look for the keywords in
the questions to help them find the related sentence or paragraph, and to quickly determine the
appropriate answer from the four ABCD options.

For questions about the articles’ main idea, candidates should attach importance to the
sentences at the beginning or in the end of the article, since the core is usually located in the first
or last sentence of the short articles. Of course there are also some short articles that do not have
a clear-cut main sentence, then the candidates must generalize it according to the logic of the
sentences.

For subjective intense questions, the candidates must pay close attention to the sentences
that involve subjective trends and generalizing words, especially transition sentences, exclamation
sentences, rhetorical questions and other special patterns, and thus to be able to deduce the

author’s or characters’ subjective point of view or intent in the article.

It is required to answer the 15 questions in 25 minutes. The propositional answer time for
every question in every part is: the first part around 1.5 minutes; the second part around 1 minute.

Part | contains 10 items. For each item, several Chinese words are given and the test takers
are required to write a sentence with these words.

Part Il contains 5 items. For each item, a picture and a Chinese word are given and the test

takers are required to use this word to write a sentence based on the picture.
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HSK(Level IV) Examination Guide

Examination techniques:

The first part aims to test the copying skills as well as the grasp of the basic Chinese
sentence orders and patterns. The candidates firstly have to make sure that they have not mistaken
the transcription of the characters. Then they should pay close attention to the subject, predicate,
object and modifiers position.

The second part mainly aims to test the ability to integrate the newly added words from
HSK level 4 and to form sentences talking about a picture. The candidates must ensure that the
grammar and semantics are placed properly in the sentences and in close connection with the
picture content. They should also express themselves with different sentence patterns as much as
possible.

Lastly, what must be reminded is that the candidates have to write the answers firstly on the

test paper, and in 10 minutes before the end, copy it on the answer card.
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1 | #uht dizhi address Ok RERETEE,
2|43 fugin father Q@ BEMAFHEEREAR .
3 | ¥@i% putonghud | mandarin @ MWMRIEILRE _ , BAFEF
) feature; charac-| #bZEEARILIZIN .
Sl B, e DGR A, R,
5| PE#E xinggé character; nature | ® ¥R BAFRET
6 | B3 mugin mother © RAEAREZFERY ALY,
7| 5% haomd number EFRBREE T
8 | % nidnling age @ =EHEE  RES?
9| shuai N haadname @ hikA NS, BAFN 2R
OXEMBETEHMR  , BT
10/ youdian | ventaEei good) s
Skl © WHATBRWRAN .
11| K Nqi strength O BRFERAK, B/
12| 5 qingi relative QR —NTIKBIXE, MUK
13| fh-F sanzi grandson LT RIRZHB.
14 #F yangzi appearance ggi%mm%’ l\% /"\ﬁg —%.
S 4] . BES.
15| 5 xingbié gender OAREmE . Whik.
16| /IMkF xiGlohudzi | young fellow ® A S A R
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1. W4 chishéng to be born

2. & lidnxi to contact; to connect
3. #& dai to wear

4. Mk congldi always

5. Atk yinci therefore

6. [E 5 guoji nationality
LfER  AEXE, ERIGERSIERLT.
2. M TAERME, A EREIELE,

3. XAMRE B AR 55 L AR ELAWE T,

4. ATLAFTHLGERRML  , ATDAAME(E.
5% BELMENE, BEEE.

6. HAEXBE FIRIMHZM o

7. IREE chéngshi honest

8. LH yéuqi especially; particularly

9. iHik huépd lively; vivid; active

10. /3% jingudn although; though

11. Ian lazy

12. 3 FF zhichi support

13. 58 xinxi information
7RXEUNARAER , NIBIRBEEE, KFEBERMAT.
8. AR IRRATE R A, B WETF.

9. BINANR, (ERAEEH B T AT,

10. B EHMRERIZS), EWATHRR,
NEERRES  , REGEERER, AFHERAEEM.
12. BRTEMEREMYER, RARRERICEH o
13. HEXEEHEERNES . Fig. BiES o
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