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he use of lacquer in China has been traced back more than 7000 years, with
T a Vermilion Lacquer Wooden Bowl unearthed at Hemudu Site in Yuyao City,
Zhejiang Province providing solid evidence. Lacquer (qi) refers to natural Chinese
lacquer tapped from the lacquer tree. Its ability to preserve objects for thousands
of years has been long recognized. Chinese lacquer, natural and time-honored,
is the primary material for carved lacquer ware. Superb materials combined with
exquisite techniques embody the essence of traditional Chinese arts and crafts,

which is well manifested in lacquer carving.

Carved lacquer was not used as tableware until the Wei, Jin and Northern &
Southern Dynasties. Developing through Sui, Tang, Song, Yuan, Ming and Qing
dynasties, carved lacquer ware mirrored changes in China in over 1,500 years.
Well-preserved carved lacquer clearly reflects the intricate work people were
doing with lacquer as well as the development of Chinese culture and aesthetic
taste. Carved lacquer ware is a witness to the development of carving skills
and is characterized by solemnity and elegance shaped with radiant luster, well
representing the cultural tradition of lacquer painting crafts. Lacquer carving
skills not only preserve unique Chinese culture and tradition, but have also made
significant contributions to global culture. To this day, no other country in the world
can compete with China in carved lacquer.

In 2006, lacquer carving was included with the first batch of national intangible
cultural heritage list approved by the State Council.
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enQiangang is a national representative inheritor of lacquer carving skills
Wand master of Chinese arts and crafts. Born in Qinhuangdao, Hebei
Province in 1941, Wen Qiangang was hired at Beijing Carved Lacquerware
Factory after graduating from the Beijing Arts and Crafts Vocational School
(Now College of Art and Design, Beijing University of Technology). He learned
lacquer carving techniques from Zhou Changtai and Wang Deliang, and lacquer
carving design from experienced artists Sun Caiwen and Zhu Tingren. In
2003, he founded his own workshop to create carved lacquer ware. Absorbing
traditional techniques and catering to the trends and demands of the times on
the basis of functionality and aesthetic taste, his works represent the highest tier
of Beijing lacquer carving, leading developmental trends over the last decade
and contributing greatly to bringing traditional carved lacquer ware into modern
markets and integrating it into modern life.
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Master Wen’s work Ti Hong Wu Long NaoHai Pan (Carved Cinnabar Lacquer
Plate with Five Dragons), created in 1997, is now displayed in the East Hall of the
Great Hall of the People. Fan Rong Fu Qiang Da Ping (Carved Lacquer Vase with
Beijing City Flowers), created in 2001, is now displayed in the Inspection Hall of
the Central Military Commission. In 2003, he was awarded the gold medal at the
1st Beijing Arts and Crafts Exhibition for ZiSha Tai Long Hu (Purple Clay Carved
Lacquer Teapot with Dragon). His works Ti Hong Mei Ping (Carved Cinnabar
Lacquer Vase with Plum Blossoms) and Jiu Long NaoHai Pan (Carved Cinnabar
Lacquer Plate with Nine Dragons) won the gold award at the 5th and 6th China
Arts and Crafts Master Works Exposition in 2004 and 2005 respectively. In 2008,
his He Yuan Guan Chao Tu (Carved Cinnabar Lacquer Mural with Tide Watching
Scene at He Garden) was named a Beijing Arts and Crafts Treasure by the Beijing
Traditional Arts and Crafts Review Committee and Beijing Municipal Bureau
of Industry Promotion. His Ti Hong Yin Tai Li Zhi Wen Hu (Silver Base Carved
Cinnabar Teapot with Lychees) and Ting Tao Tu (Carved Cinnabar Lacquer
Hanging Panel with Wave Watching Scene) won the special gold award at the 3rd
and 4th Gongmei Cup of the Beijing Arts and Crafts Exhibition in 2007 and 2009
respectively.

In 2010, Master Wen was invited to serve as visiting fellow at the Department
of Arts & Crafts, Chinese National Academy of Arts. In 2011, he was hired as a
visiting professor at the School of Art and Design, Beijing Institute of Fashion
Technology.
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