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An Abstract of the Thesis

This thesis was directed carefully by Prof. Kunwu Wang, it consists of preface , text
(5 chapters ) and conclusions.

In the preface, the author gives an account of his works’ purpose, methods, the
sources of his data, etc. He paints out that the North-west Chinese folk songs being
handed down by Dungan, a nation that moved from the North-west of China to the Centre
Asia, offered s living, time-marked data of North-west Chinese folk song. The study of the
Dungan folk song would give us a reference system to the development of Chinese folk
song's history. In his works, the author attempts to use different methods to achieve his
purpose, for example, combining the method of Literature research with the method of
Ethnomusicology research, combining the Literature data with field work data. The main
data of the article is the author’s field work records.

The 1* chapter, the author introduces the historical and cultural background of
Dungan’s folk song, such as the Dungan's migration the distribution of their population,
culture and education, religion, etc.

The 2™ chapter, is the classification of Dungan folk songs. In the author's opinion,
when those North-west China folk songs were being on Dungan’a lips, they also carried
on their classification of in China, for example, they think that “Quzi” include all kinds of
the Musical-Literature, such as folk song, local opera, and “Shuo-Chang” (a genre of
popular entertainment consisting mainly of talking and singing).

The 3" chapter, the way of Dungan folk song’s handing down. The way by handing
down orally played an important role in preserving the national culture of Dungan. In this
process, they paid more attention to the words of the folk song's completion with the aids
of music.

The 4" chapter, the character of Dungan folk song's words. In this part, the author
tells us that, most of the Dungan folk song's words obey the rules of rhyming strictly, their
rhymes reflect the sound characters of the North-west dialects in China.

In the 5" chapter, the author classifies the melody construction of Dungan folk songs
and North-west Chinese folk songs, and then compares analyzes their similarities and
differences, and then points out that the Dungan folk song is a paragon of the North-west
Chinese folk song construction, in late Qing Dynasty.

In the last section, the author concluded that, the Dungan’s handing down the North-
west Chinese folk songs, is the needs of their cultural conformity. With the help of double
forms Music and Literature to study the folk songs of Dungan, we chfifeveal its
fundamental functions and main spreading regulations of the Chinese Traditional
Literature.
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