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PREFACE

With the accelerated process of urbanization in the Pan-Yangtze River Delta,
the historic towns and villages in areas south of the Yangtze River are showing
two opposite development trends. On the one hand, historic towns and villages
in the economically developed areas are facing catastrophic renewal or demolition,
due to pursuit of short-term effects because of inadequate understanding of the
value of history and culture. On the other hand, those in the history of the
economically underdeveloped areas missed opportunities for development because
of not only the objective reasons such as out-migration, rural hollowing and
shortage of funds, but also sticking to a dogmatic concept, which impede the
progress of the historic towns and villages conservation. Therefore, this study
attempts to explore the flexible conservation patterns and appropriate approaches
to guide the practice of historic towns and villages conservation in areas south of
the Yangtze River.

The thesis discussed on the last three decades of conservation of Chinese historic
towns and analyzed current dilemma they were confronted with. On view of social
transition, it analyzed the involved actors’ reaction and motivation so as to know
the essential factors resulting to the current problems in conservation. It
managed to elaborate the theory basis and the identities of local society and
environment, aiming to illustrate the conservation ideology with local identity
and meanwhile point out the conservation aims. In this thesis the historic towns
were classified into three types and accordingly the related paradigms were
pointed out,

Following the logic of research process from pointing out topic, analyzing
topic to drawing conclusion, the thesis managed to construct the research
framework. The thesis mainly discussed on the following four aspects:

To understand the conservation dilemma: on three aspects such as social

economy, physical space and conservational technology, the thesis managed to



s T AERP R R

illuminate the pratical difficulties the conservation of historic towns were
confronted with.

To analyze the conservation dilemma: on view of society, the thesis explored
essential factors resulting to the problems in conservation of historic towns in
macro, middle and micro levels. It deeply analyzed the influences resulted from
social background, institutional factors and different conservational theories, It
illustrated the inter-relationship between these problems on view of
multidiscipline and explored the internal and external factors resulting in the
reality dilemma, so as to illuminate underlying causes of the conservation
dilemma.

To point out the theory and method: on view of conservation theory, social
circumstance and spatial environment of historic towns, the thesis explored the
conservational discrepancies among historic town, historic city and heritage
building. It discussed historic town’s authenticity based on Chinese tradition,
analyzed the conservational dynamics and pointed out the integration ideology
adaptable to the conservation of historic towns in areas south of Yangtze River.
After that it explored the conservational aims and objectives.

To create conservational paradigm: it analyzed the discrepancy of
geography, economy, culture, architecture and transportation, so as to know
conservation paradigm of different historic towns. After analyzing different
conservation paradigm, the thesis pointed out the evaluating methods and
conservational strategies in following chapters and meanwhile took different cases
for example.

The thesis analyzed the inter-relationship between conservation and
development, took historic towns in areas south of Yangtze River as research
objectives, elaborated the contradiction between social development and
conservation of historic heritage, and after that pointed out conservation
paradigm, which could be applied to local context in areas south of Yangtze River
and could also be adjusted to adapt to different context in China. It paid more
attention to reflecting on the existing conservation theory, aiming to construct
the theory and method which could adapt to conservation of historic towns with

Chinese characteristics.
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