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A STORY FOR THE
KING’S DAUGHTER

Nelson Mandela’s people are the Xhosa people. This race lives in the rural areas
of the Eastern Cape, South Africa. Many of them go to the towns and cities of this
young democracy to look for work, but, during the long end-of-the year holidays,
they pack their bags, carry heavy luggages and go back to their roots and their
families in the rural areas of the Eastern Cape. Similarly, if any of them happen to
die while in town or city, their bodies are transported to the Eastern Cape for burial ,
whatever the distance, whatever the expense. Now, this new democracy has adopted
the style of burying their heroes in Heroes’ Acre, in the Rauteng Province, the richest
province in the country— the province of gold. Prominent figures in the struggle for
freedom like Oliver Tambo, Walter Sisulu and Chris Hani, lie buried in Heroes’
Acre.

There is one idol of the struggle for freedom in South Africa, however, whose grave
should be occupying a prominent space on this burial ground, and that is none other than
Nelson Mandela. But Mandela’s grave is not in Heroes’ Acre. Like his people, the
Xhosa, Mandela’s body was transp;()rted from the great city of Johannesburg to his rural
village at Qunu in the Eastern Cape and buried on the grounds of his rural home. Except

for some graveyards that were created by the missionaries, there are no graveyards in
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