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About the Composer

DUN-NAN LIU

Dun-nan Liu is a Chinese-American composer who was born in Sichuan province in 1940.
He entered the Middle School Associated with the Shanghai Conservatory of Music in 1957
and earned his B. A. degree from the conservatory in 1966 with a major in composition.
He worked at Anhui province Maanshan City Cultural Center in 1968; then he worked as
a composer at Maanshan City Song and Dance Ensemble. Starting in 1974, he served as a
composer-in-residence with the Shanghai Symphony Orchestra and taught in the Composition
Department of the Shanghai Conservatory of Music until 1983. At this time, Mrs. Robert
Downs III, of Wilmington, Delaware, supported Mr. Liu in his advanced studies at the Indiana
University School of Music in Bloomington, Indiana, where he received his M.A. in 1986.
Then, under the composer and pianist Easley Blackwood's instruction, he finished his Ph. D.

at the University of Chicago in 1993.

Among his compositions, the representative works include the piano concerto The Mountain
Forest (1979), the orchestra suite The Poem of Fantasia (1982), the piano trio Five Pieces for
Piano, Violin and Cello (1987), the symphonic poem Lament (1990), the ballet Liang Shanbo
and Zhu Yingtai (1997) and its First Suite and Second Suite (2002), the compositional theory
Tonal Twelve-tone Aggregate (2012) and many other works.

Dun-nan Liu has created his own compositional system called "Tonal Twelve-tone Aggregate"
and has established himself in this unique style. His compositions are held in high regard
in China and abroad. The piano concerto The Mountain Forest won first place at the First
National Competition of Symphonic Works in China in 1981; it was also selected as one of
the Twentieth Century Masterpieces by Chinese Musicians in 1993. His harp solo Fantasy,
which was commissioned by the harp master Susan MacDonald for the Second World Harp
Congress in Israel in 1985, was critically acclaimed as "one of the very few excellent harp
pieces in recent times." His piano suite Nursery Rhymes—For 21st Century Pianists (2002) is
one of the repertoire requirements selected by the Music Teachers Association of California

for the Piano Syllabus of Certificate of Merit.
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LIANG SHANBO AND ZHU YINGTAI
SECOND SUITE

1. Yingtai's Father and Three Matchmakers

In the drawing room, three matchmakers introduce the suitors. Finally, her father falls for
the boastful one.

2. The Indignant Father

Yingtai's father becomes angry when he learns that Yingtai is secretly engaged with
Shanbo. He demands that she follow ancient customs.

3. Waltz—Phantasm

In loneliness and despair, Yingtai feels that she cannot throw off the ring upon ring of
monster-like feudal guards encircling her.

4. They Part Forever

Full of hope, Shanbo arrives at the Zhu home. When he learns that Yingtai will marry
someone else, he is grief-stricken and indignant. After the meeting they part forever. Shanbo
dies on his way back home.

S. The Wedding Ceremony

On one side: a deafening sound of gongs and drums with festive singing and dancing
in front of the Zhu home. On the other side: the stupefied Yingtai, dressed in red covered by
white. The bridal sedan chair sets off. Accompanied by the unlucky gong sound, the wedding

group proceeds, and on the way, passes by Shanbo's grave.

6. The Death of Yingtai

Yingtai is extremely sorrowful in front of Shanbo's grave. The scenes of the past three
years, when they were studying at school, rise before her eyes. In despair, Yingtai runs and
collides with the tombstone. Heaven and earth cry out for the two miserable lovers
Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai.

Liang
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ORCHESTRA
Flauto Piccolo (Picc.) ki
2 Flauti ( FL) Kl 2
2 Oboi (Ob.) WEHE 2
Corno inglese (C. ingl.) B AL
2 Clarinetti (B*) (CL.) HEE(B") 2
Clarinetto basso (Bb ) (CL. b.) &R ®T (BY)
Saxofono soprano (Bb )(Sax.) B A ( B’ )
2 Fagotti (Fag.) K& 2
Contrafagotto (C. fag.) REK%E
4 Corni (F) (Cor.) BY (F)4
3 Trombe (B”) (Tr—be) NE(B°) 3
3 Tromboni (Tr—ni) K53
Tuba X5
Timpani (Timp.) 5E ¥ 3
Triangolo (Trgl.) =k
Tamburino (T—rino) 33
Tamburo (T—ro) VN3
Piatti (P—tti) 77
Gran Cassa (Cassa) K
Wood block KA
Tam—tam (T—tam) 574
Da tanggu KA
Xiao tanggu IS
Xiao bo ViR
Xiao luo g
Jing luo p¥
Large Chinese temple block 5 < A
Qing i
Campanelli (C-1) BhEF
Silofono (Sil.) AE
Celesta (Cel.) Mh %
Campane(Camp.) Hhb
2 Arpe B3 2
Piano ME
Violini I (V-ni I) BMREF
Violini I (V—ni II) B MREF
Viole (V-le) thiE 5
Violoncelli (V—c.) K%
Contrabassi (C—b.) KHRF

hRPUFENEABETEYREA. YEUNHEMRT  ELAREN BT UNEEEZRRRE.
All the Chinese percussion instruments on the list are in common use in Chine. In cities around the world, these instruments
are very easy to find in Chinese communities.
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