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The Study of NPOs in Macao---the Management
of Social Welfare Service Institute

Abstract

Social Welfare can be defined as the product through the systemization of
modern society. In view of the history of the social service development
worldwide, the caring to individual living transits from a tradition of
family commitment to a supplementary support by the presence of civil
organizations. In Western world, until the 30’s of the twentieth century,
there was increasing participation by the governments as well as getting
more categories of services. Following the “Welfare State Crisis™ in the
80’s, however, the leading role changed from the government to civil
organization. Thus it came to the so-called “Privatization™ trend. The
evolution of social welfare in Macao is almost following the world trends
closely. Since the 80’s of last century, Macao government raised the
subsidization to the civil social service institutes and even handed out
governmental institutes for operation under civil management. As a result
it provided civil social service institutes more development. Based on
the figures the institutes founded in the last 20 years take 84.3% of the
total while those founded in the last 10 years take already 58.8% of the

total.

The vitality presented in the civil associations is one the driving forces to
the government on transferring the responsibility of social welfare service
to civil organization. Since the middle of 80’s the number of association
in Macau has been increasing in large scale. The timeline does match
with the “Associational Revolution™ as suggested by western scholar.
There is no doubt that civil association has positive advance. However it
has question in the development of global Nonprofit Organization (NPO).
Refer to the point of view from scholar, it can be summarized as: poor

efficiency, lack of briefing mechanism and inappropriate financing
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