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Preface

The father of the book, Master Ye, as he is popularly known, is somebody in
whom two worlds meet in more than sense. Not just East and West, mind you, but the
worlds of mind and matter, as well as this world and the other world. For he is a Taoist
priest and English teacher rolled into one. Students here fresh out of high school who
do not know Master Ye yet will no doubt get to know of him in no time. So far the only
bearded presence—shades of Moses or Marx, or Zhang Sanfeng in his afterlife, if you
will—on campus, he stands out unmistakably from the general run of humanity. As
well —read as he is, Master Ye reads not just books. For one thing, he reads people,
like a book. And people, students and teachers alike, go to him—so much so that his
dorm has become something of a mecca for counsel on practically everything under the
sun and the moon—to be read. For another, Master Ye reads places, as he is really
into and well up in the age-old Chinese folklore or science of fengshui.

Now Master Ye is a wonderful reader, a reader of wonders, of the seen and the
unseen, the visible and the invisible. Insofar as he embodies the art of reading, it is
only fitting and proper that Master Ye has put together this book as a first-year English
reader. What does it mean to read, after all? One could read cartoons. One could
read music. One could read philosophy. One could read anything from a poem, a
road sign, a love letter, a boy-meets-girl romance, a rainbow, a palm, a mind, a
face, lips, eyes, paintings, tarot cards, tea leaves, oracle-bone characters, crystal
balls, stars and planets all the way to the world at large and life itself. To read has in
the West been traditionally thought of in light of a common word origin in Indo-European
( Latin legere, Greek legein) as to pick out, the ability to do so as intelligence, and a
person gifted with this capacity as an intellectual. To read is supposed to be, of
course, to read intelligently. It does not do to simply read like a Buddhist monk who
keeps reading “ Namo Amituofo” a thousand times a day in hopes of getting reborn in
the Western Land of Bliss. Reading—not least reading English—is an open sesame that
opens up different ways of thinking, a magic carpet that takes the reader into a different
cultural world in space and time: it is an encounter with and an experience of the for-
eign that expands one’s intellectual horizons.

We take it for granted that writing takes place before reading: someone has to write
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something before someone else can read it. Common sense tells us so, and we believe
as much. And yet Laozi read the ways of the world before he wrote Tao Te Ching.
Which reminds us that to read spells, in addition to reading the lines, to read between
the lines, behind the lines, and beyond the lines. We read into and we read out of
whatever we happen to read—that is to say, reading is a constant dialogue between the
self and an other, a two-way rather than one-way activity, and in this sense necessarily
a meeting of two worlds. This is a leaf one would do well to take out of Mr. Ye’s book.

The selections in this primer have been hand-picked—or rather, cherry-picked—
so that students would readily get the most out of them in learning to be able to read
English. Strange to say, and yet not so sirange on second thought, we learn to read
English by reading English, just as we learn to speak English by speaking English.
With some effort on your part, reading this book may well lead you to the Tao of read-
ing.

The book in your hands makes wonderful reading. Only you as a reader, howev-

er, can make it a wonderful read.

Fan Xinmin

Junmachang, May 14, 2014



Preface to the first edition

Six years ago, I was asked by a training school manager to write a book on reading
for the students trained. I was puzzled about the need for such a book. Surely colleges
students know how to read or how did they get the chance to enter university? There-
fore, why did they need a book to show them the way?

I agreed to write the book and started researching for theories and practical reading
resources. And I accepted a job offer by the training school to teach a reading course
for over 50 college students who were then preparing for their College English Test
(CET-4). As usual, I tested their reading skills as the starting of the course. I was
shocked. Not only was there a fundamental lack of basic CET-reading skills, there also
was a dearth of students who knew basic reading skills. Other teachers who helped me
with that series of courses kept telling me how unskilled the students were with whom
they dealt. But I was surprised to find the low percentage of students who passed CET
exams.

Quite a few courses later, I am more convinced than ever that our students are
clamoring for a book that shows them how to read with better results. But I've also be-
come convinced that the need doesn’t stop with those who are trying to pass the exams.

3

As we know, reading comprehension skills separate the “passive” unskilled read-
ers from the “active” readers. Skilled readers don’t just read, they interact with the
text. To help a beginning reader understand this concept, you might make them privy
to the dialog readers have with themselves while reading.

Skilled readers, for instance:

1. Predict what will happen next in a story using clues presented in text;

2. Create questions about the main idea, message, or plot of the text;

3. Monitor understanding of the sequence, context, or characters;

4. Clarify parts of the text which have confused them;

5. Connect the events in the text to prior knowledge or experience.

In thisbook , these comprehension skills are taught and reinforced in a number of
ways. A few examples:

When approaching a text, skilled readers are already reading the title and building
ideas about what the text will say. LaterUnits of these books will provide you with read-
ing lessons and practices that explain this and help you develop this habit and teaches
you the important habit of evoking your prior knowledge and information on a subject

when they read to enhance comprehension.
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Once you have started reading a text, you should confirm, modify, or refine your
idea about the main idea. You should identify the main idea. And this book teaches
and provides significant practice in distinguishing the main idea in a paragraph or essay
from supporting detail or other components.

The meaning of certain vocabulary terms and expressions in context can aid or im-
pede reading comprehension. And this book teaches you to note confusing terms, make
assumptions about their meaning, and monitor whether their assumptions lead to better
understanding or confusion. A variety of strategies are taught for dealing with vocabula-
ry while reading.

This book teaches the vital skills for readers of monitoring their understanding as
they proceed through the text. All readers occasionally fail to grasp the meaning of cer-
tain passages. Skilled readers quickly note their need to review what they’ve read and
return to problematic passages to gain understanding. I've prepared profound reading
comprehension exercises in this book to help you understand the strategy used by skilled
readers to approach, read, and interpret text.

Reading comprehension skills increase the pleasure and effectiveness of reading.
Strong reading comprehension skills help in all the other subjects and in the personal
and professional lives. The high stake tests that control advancement through elementa-
ry, middle, and high school and that determine entrance to college are in large parts,
a measure of reading comprehension skills. And while there are test preparation courses
which will provide a few short-cuts to improve test-taking strategies, these standardized
tests tend to be very effective in measuring a reader’s reading comprehension skills. In
short, building reading comprehension skills requires a long term strategy in which all
the reading skills areas (phonics, fluency, and vocabulary) will contribute to suc-

cess.
Introduction

Reading is a complex challenge that we know to be intertwined with many other de-
velopmental accomplishments: attention, memory, language, and motivation, for ex-
ample. Reading is not only a cognitive psycholinguistic activity but also a social activity.

In recent China, English has proved to be a must for all college students, in that
they have to pass a couple of examinations as a kind of ability in language use. Be-
sides, reading is essential to success in our society. The ability to read in English is
highly valued and important for their career success in future.

Readers are expected, without help, to read some unfamiliar texts, relying on the
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print and drawing meaning from it. There are many reasons why ESL students have dif-

ficulty learning to read. These issues and problems led to the initiation of this study and

this book.

About This Book

In Getting the Point: Read with Skills, 1" Edition, I concentrate on the basic
and essential skills that readers need to read effectively. You don’t have to read this
book in order, though you can, and you don’t have to read the whole thing. Just
browse through the table of contents and look for things that you want to start with.

This book concentrates on a series of skills with a brief introduction to the methods
of applying these knacks into your practice. All the exercises, I believe, would help
you understand how stuff works and works your problems out. You may go directly to
exercises part which are organized in various types, gap-filling, multiple choices, dis-
cussions, writing, true/false decisions, etc. for example, but you would feel a big
headache if you haven’t ever learned about the skills.

This book is not initially written for ESL starters, which is, needless to say, de-
signed for intermediate or advanced level learners. This is not a vocabulary building
book , either. I have listed altogether 938 possible new words (explained in Engish) as
notes at the bottom of each page of this book. And hence, if you haven’t known a cer-
tain number of English words, you would probably feel this book to be far beyond your
reach. All possible new words listed are explained in plain English and taken from a
popular online dictionary site www. merriam-webster. com. Visit the site if necessary.

Most reading materials, I should say, are collected from open-ended online re-

sources for free uses.
How to Use This Book

Each chapter introduces some basic ideas andskills in reading then shows you how
to get to the point when faced with three or four alternatives. If I introduce a reading
skill—context clues, for example—I bring a couple of skills to you which would help
you identify the meaning of a new word or a case, idea, etc. —in choosing the right
answer, perhaps. The initial chapters are designed with relatively simple exercises; I
should say simple sentences rather than paragraphs, to build up your confidence. One
good way to determine whether or not you've mastered a particular section is to try the
quizzes “Consolidation Exercises” in every chapter. Check your answers with your in-

structor or get the keys from the Key to Exercises part at the end of this book to see how
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well you've done. If you get the right answer, move on. If you're puzzled, however,

backtrack through the relevant section.
What You Are Not to Read

[ tried to resist, but here and there throughout this book I threw in some difficult
words, among which some would’ve exceeded your curricular requirements. No human
being in the history of the world has ever needed to know those terms for any purpose
connected with using correct English. In fact, I recommend that you skip them and go
skateboarding instead. For those of you who actually plan to make greater process and
understand more difficult articles, just settle down for a good mastery of these difficult

words. These terms are clearly labeled with * % 7 and completely skippable.
Foolish Assumptions

I wrote Getting the Point: Read with Skills with a specific person in mind. T as-
sume that you, the reader, already understand English to some extent and that you
want to make it better. You want to speak and write well, but you don’t want to get a
doctorate in English Language. (That’s a smart move. Doctorates in English probably
move you up on the salary scale less than any other advanced degree, except maybe
Doctorates in Philosophy. )

This book is for you if you want
Better grades in English examinations ;

Skills in reading what you are supposed to understand ;

A higher-paying or higher-status job

e @ & <

Speech and writing that presents you as an educated , intelligent person;
v A good score on the CET-4, CET-6 for non-English majors, or the TEM-4/8
exams for English majors; and

v Polished skills in English as a second language.
How This Book Is Organized

The firstpart of each chapter of this book, or BEFORE YOU GO as indicated,
covers the basic skills, the minimum for reasonably acceptable ability to understand a
paragraph or article. Usually, with the hints and help of a few examples, readers will
have a chance to learn what the skills can do to help them understand short or longer ar-
ticles. Part II is a Consolidation Exercises part to help you develop a habit of reading

this respective skill. Some exercises, listed at the very beginning chapters, are as eas-
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y as beginner’s level. Paragraphs, instead, are used in later chapters. Part III con-
centrates on comprehensive use of reading skills for more practical reading purposes.
There may be a lot of new words for some lower-level readers who, hence, may need a
vocabulary handbook or a dictionary to go through all the problems. In those parts,
you'll find the stuff that appears in a starring role on standardized tests or in executive
memos. If you are able to do most of the exercises correctly, you have already mas-
tered certain skills to deal with reading parts in certain examinations, and you are al-

ready on the way.
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