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BREADING

Introduction

R D Blackmore
Richard Doddridge Blackmore was born in 1825, the son of a
Church of England priest. He went to school in Tiverton, which
is where we meet John Ridd in the first chapter of this book.

Blackmore went to Exeter College, Oxford, and then studied
law. He practised as a lawyer in the courts for a few years, but
poor health forced him to leave London, and he started growing
flowers, fruit and vegetables for the market. At the same time,
he wrote poetry, not very successfully. His first novel, Clara
Vaughan, was much more successful when it appeared in 1864,

His historical novel Lorna Doone appeared in 1869. It was
not a great success when it first came out in three volumes.
Some people liked the, way the hero, John Ridd, was presented
on his Exmoor farm, the way his love of the country became
clear. They spoke to others about the book, its exciting adven-
tures and its tender love story, and so more people read it. It
became a classic, although neither the writer nor the book-
sellers expected it. And it is still a well-loved classic, often used
today as material for films and television.

It was partly an accident that the novel became a “best-
seller”. A young of the which had pi




CHAPIER 1

The Doones

* QUESTIONS BEFORE READING

There were three people in the carriage. Who were they?
‘What had happened to John Ridd's father?

‘Who were Annie and Lizzie?

‘Why did John teach himself to use a gun? (Because...)

My name is John Ridd. My home is in Oare, a village in a part
of England called Somerset. My father was a farmer. The farm
came to him from his father; it had been our farm for hundreds
of years. | went to school in Tiverton. | learnt a little at school,
but | left school early.

This is how | left school on the twenty-ninth of November, 1673.

We came out of school at five o'clock. A long line of horses
was coming down the road with soldiers guarding them. The
horses were carrying goods. They were being guarded because
it was said that Tom Faggus was near and might steal the goods.
Tom Faggus was my cousin. He was well known as a high-
wayman.

We all ran to the gate to see the soldiers pass.

Just then a man with horses came round the corner.

“Have any of you seen John Ridd?” he asked.

The man was John Fry; he was a servant at our home.,

| went forward and spoke to him. “Why have you come at
this time, John?” | asked, “School doesn’t end until next month.
There is a month more of school”
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We left Tiverton early in the morning.
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Questions on the Whole Story

These are harder Read the d , and think
hard about the questions before you answer them. Some of
them ask for your opinion, and there is no fixed answer.

1 Can you give the name of
a the hero of the story?
b the heroine?
¢ the hero’s worst enemy?
d Winnie’s owner?
e the most powerful judge in England?
2 Can you give three examples of John Ridd’s skill as a wrestler
and fighter?
3 Answer these questions about Lorna Doone:
a What was her real name?
b Who was her father?
¢ Where did her mother come from?
d What happened to her mother at Watchet?
€ Who was her guardian in London?




Introduction

™

Robin Hood and Little John
BRGNS

Robin Hood and Sir Richard of the Lee

P RN SFENEEER L

Sir Richard Pays the Abbot
HEERTABERR TR

Little John and the Sheriff of Nottingham
/N S T INERER K

Robin Hood and Friar Tuck
TRNGEREL

How the Abbot’s Money Came Back to Robin Hood |
BERRKIERER T RINF+

Robin Hood and Maid Marian

T REIGBEWE

Robin Hood and the Butcher
TRINSEX

002

009

017

027

033

041

049

057

067



il

Robin Hood and Alan-a-Dale

T RPAI = JE#/R

Robin Hood and the Fat Monks
FERXEREEL

Robin Hood in Nottingham

T RIXTEE T

Robin Hood Saves Sir Richard of the Lee
FRENEMFENEEES L
The King and Robin Hood
TERNSEEE

Robin Hood Goes to London

T REDGEMEEK

The Death of Robin Hood
TN ZE

Questions on the Whole Story

075

083

091

097

105

115

121

127



Robin Hood



I ROBIN HOOD

Introduction

The Robin Hood stories come from the time we call the Middle
Ages, about the years 1000 to 1500. They are “folk” stories.
That is, they were told by—or to—the people of the small farms
and villages. Not the rich. Not the lords and ladies. Not the
people who could read and write, like the churchmen.

Most of the common people were poor. The men with
power and riches were the lords and the owners of land.
Some—but not all—churchmen had power and riches too. Only
a few of the people with power did anything to help the poor.

When life is like that, the common people love to hear
stories about a “folk hero” like Robin Hood. Very many countries
have stories about folk heroes. Sometimes they are real people.
Sometimes, as with Robin Hood, we don’t know: was he a real
person? The folk hero always wins in the fight against power
that is unfairly used.

Folk heroes like Robin Hood help the common people
when those with power are unjust. Those who hear the stories
feel that the hero is “on our side”.

The Robin Hood stories were first told as ballads. A ballad
is a poem that tells a story, and at first it was sung. The second
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1 ROBIN Hoop

story in this book (Robin Hood and Sir Richard of the Lee) is
taken from a ballad which began:

Lithe and listen, gentlemen
That be of free-born blood.
I'll tell you of a good yeoman,
His name was Robin Hood.

Robin was a proud outlaw

The while he walked on ground.

So courteous an outlaw as he was one
Was never none y-found.

The ballads were poems, partly because poems are easy to
remember, partly because they were sung, and partly because
the singer or story-teller was often a poet. The singer-poet
changed the words from time to time. We must remember that
the earliest Robin Hood ballads were sung a long time before
there were any printed books in Britain (Caxton printed his first
book in 1477).

Some of the stories in this book come from the ballads in A
Little Geste of Robin Hood, which was printed in 1489 (they are
all'in the Oxford Book of Ballads). Because they come from very
early ballads, you will not find anything in them about Maid
Marian, Robin Hood'’s clever wife. She came into later ballads,
with the fat and jolly Friar Tuck. Some of the stories in this book
come from these later ballads.

004



yeoman
n BHR, B
BE

outlaw
n RKRE, R
n&

Caxton

n. (William
Caxton) 55,
T (REH
§$ EE—{IED
ill=))

jolly
adj. [RIREY, R
pale)

2 7 Xl

NEE ( FENNFENEEER L)) MEN—8
EIERNTIR, EFF L LARXFRY:

B, BRXERTE,
ARBZIF B HHHAAL,
REFARM, A—ANFA,
Wt & F3 F i,

FER—AHA,
A4 69 AT R
WRAMFFRAEN,
R A ik 6 AT

RiEZER TR, —HEHENFREZICZ, B
EAEITRBIBHRN, BEAREREHLENA
EEERFEA . MIERE A BERN RN AR B )i,
BN ZIZE, BREXTFEFENNEECEWIET
RAUE, REZHRTERIFNEE ( FRETHE
1477 SEEIRIHAR T H9sE—E04 ).

AU RIS E AR E 1480 £E IR IR
£ (BRIVER ) GREEIRS MBI (HEHKIE
), BTXEHENE R, ERAEXE
5 R R (] ST /N —— B B R A
FINBTAFINE. MRIEFRIRES, SHpk
TR RIS e S e A — B, A bR
IR T BRI RIE.

oog



| ROBIN HooD

Robin Hood’s chief enemy in these stories is the Sheriff of
Nottingham. Robin is also against some churchmen who grew
fat on lands and money that they took from the people. But he
was not against the church. And we are told that he loved “Our
dear Lady” (the Virgin Mary) so much that he would not hurt
any company in which there was a woman.
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