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PREFACE 1

WHY IS FRANCE, THE WINE KINGDOM?

For centuries, it has been foreigners who have driven the wine trade in
France. It is foreigners who decided the best wines came from France. First
it was the Greeks and the Romans. The international Catholic monks orders
continued, followed by the English and the Dutch who built much of the
Bordeaux and Cognac wine trade. In the last century, it was first the US, then

Japan. In this century, it is China and the other emerging markets.

The most successful wine writers have often been foreigners, visiting or
living in France. They understand the needs of the foreign reader, and write
with the foreign reader point of view. Jorg Zipprick from Germany is such
a writer. He has lived in Paris for over twenty years. He has had numerous
bestselling and award winning cookbooks, and wine books about France,
translated in many languages. He was the writer of the year 2010 for the
Cognac National International Bureau, the highest award for a writer about

cognac.

This book is written with a different focus than other books about wine in
France. There is nothing but the best. It does not recommend any wines, or
look at prices. It tries to describe why France has remained for so long the
reference for the wine world. It is truly "The Wine Kingdom", where globally
the top wines are the best in the world. France, the wine kingdom still rules

today for the top level of wines.

Most wine books try to sell to the greatest number of readers. This book is
reserved for the wine drinkers and collectors who want the best, and nothing but
the best. It includes recommandations for the best food and wine experiences in
France. There is serious research and stories for the reader who wants more than

the usual simple descriptions. It is a bridge for wine culture.

If you want to read only one book about French wine, this is it. It contains
everything you need. It is simple and clear. It is structured and written in a way
that the reader will be entertained while he learns easily all aspects of French
wine. French wine can be confusing , this book makes it easy by telling what is

the best.

Today there are excellent wines on all continents. However, the best French
wines are still the reference. This book is a tribute to France, the Wine Kingdom,

a beautiful story, and a beautiful book.

Edouard Cointreau



Wooden casks that once served to age wine.
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