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Mr. Zhai Rong-giang is my friend. We have known each other for many
years. He's not only a good fellow, but also a famous painter.

He was born from a poor family in 1937 in Fang Cheng County-He Nan
Province. His father died when he was child. Even his mother was hardworking
with the money she made from washing clothes, she conld only just make a
living. He was clever and gifted. He liked to draw pictures. But he could not to
go to school. The primary school teacher Mr. Ma Zi-jian was a painter, who
helped him go to school and become a good student to him. Very often, he
painted paintings and made calligraphy for his villagers. Behind his house, there
were trees, pools, melons, fruits, fish and flowers. All those appeared on his
paintings thousands-upon-thousands of times.

After his graduate from the middle school, he became a teacher. He treated
the pupils as if they were his brothers and sisters. He taught them well. But he
never forgot painting.

In 1957, he came to Xian to “Support The North West”. Has been living in
the ancient capital Xi'an for a long time, he has visited all the acient cultural sites
where he tries to explore the romantic charm. He is fond of travel and draws
from life. He absorbs nutrition fron the fertile soil of acient culture. He finds his
teachers from The Xi‘an Fine Arts Institute. He learns painting from Mr. Ye Fang-
giao and some other well-know teachers. He devotes much attention to
self-cultivation, training, traditional art theory, study and exploration.

Chinese painting is generally divided in to three kinds: mountain-and -water
painting, flowers-and-birds painting and figure painting. Mr. Zhai is a painter of
flowers-and-birds. He likes thousands of different flowers. But the peony is his
favourite. He often recides the words from a famous poet of Tang Dynasty“Only
the peony is the real national beauty. The capital is delighted when it blossoms”.
No matter it's blowing or raining, he goes to the place where he finds peony to
paint.

After more than 40 years of painting and studing, his paintings were not
only ciculating among his colleagues, relatives and his friends. They gradually
appeared in exhibitions, newspapers and T.V. He was invited to go to Germany,
Japan and other counties to hold his panntlng exhibitions. As the local people
say he is “the king of peony”.

Mr. Zhai Rong giang’s paintings are of a fairly-high standard. They are full of
life and nature’s intelligence. Especially his peony which is vivid, tasteful,
dignified and healthly. He uses his peony to creat images of Chinese women. I'm
sure more and more people both at home and abroad will love his paintings.

Zhao Hong
January 1.1997
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F14E )} White Peonies

g1 4t ) Yellow Peonies

i i Homeward

t§ #1745 Plum Orchid Banboo Chrysanthemum

. #55% Crane

it} Moonlight

. JELUELFA Pine Trees on Mount Jiu Hua
. {6 [ Double Fish

B R 2 Beside the Fences

= iH F} Beautiful and Imposing Peonies

.for {£ Lotus Flowers

= F ¢ Peonies in Fog

) 3?5’ A4S} | K2 Peonies
. % iii[# Eagle Screeching

"ij Amazing Grace

. % 5t Miniature Landscape

.\ &F Startling

5. MEA 4L} AL {1 The Matchless Beauty
4kt Green Peony

24T A Sleeping Gat

AEH S 1l Fairy — like Beauty

JE 58 15 B i A Picturesque Place

HEZZH Double Peaches
.5 4 7 Blue Peonies
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1. AL4E ] Red Peonies

A5 4 )} Black Peonies

4 i Orchid



55. TL#4ES} Colourful Peonies

57. #4407 Red Cherry & Chicks
59. %4t} Chang’an Peonies

61. %5 Mk Goldfishes & Flowers
63. %4t)} Violet Peonies

65. T #EJE 5 Eagles & Pine Tree

67. B4 EHE Waving Red Peonies
69. “ff Goldfish

71. 4% Yellow Chrysanthemum

73. FH k% Four Seasons

75. 18 AT FE 4R Peonies in Wind
77. %% Chang’an Spring

79. & E A Group of Goldfish

81. FHIL/KHE Ducks

83. #%| I The Coming of Spring
85. JEFE I /& Peonies & Pine Tree
87. 7% JE\ {3 B #% HE {8 Peonies in Spring Breeze
89. 47 Plum Flowers

91. {EBd & &IE Flourish Peonies

93. i % Spring’s Colours

95. %41 Morning Glory

97. iH¥EfT /L H A1 Lotus Pond

99. B4t} A Butterfly & Peonies
101. #4 Pine Tree

103. £ N i% % Simple but Elegant
105. —# & A Packet of Peony Flowers
107. &4 Calligraphy
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