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Brief Introduction

The Global Standard Stratotype-section and Point (GSSP), the “Golden Spikes” in stratigraphy, is
the standard for chronostratigraphical subdivision and correlation of strata around the world. This book
reviewed the 10 Chinese GSSPs ratified by the International Union of Geological Sciences in order to
demonstrate the great successes achieved primarily by the Chinese geological scientists in last two
decades in this regard.

All scientific features of each GSSP were presented, including the stratotype section’s location,
lithology, faunal assembles and biostratigraphic zonation, evolution of carbon isotope composition,
stratotype point indicated by the First Appearance Datum of the relevant index fossil, and the primary
and secondary tools using in defining the base of each stage. The age of each GSSP and the units
defined by the GSSP in chronostratigraphic hierarchy were also reviewed. Besides the text, attractive
and informative photos showing the exposure of the stratotype sections or the boundary intervals of
defined stages, and those of the monuments established for the indication and permanent protection of
the GSSPs, were illustrated. Major contributors to the erection of the GSSPs were briefly introduced.

This book was written for field and research geologists, and for students and teachers of universities
in geological sciences. It is also suitable for the management personnel of mineral resources and
environmental protection, and for the public interesting in geology, paleontology, and stratigraphy.
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