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#1 % Pretest

Choose the best word or set of words to fill in the blanks in each of the sentence below.

Don’t worry. If you aren’t familiar withe the ACT words tested below, you can be sure you will learn

them in this book.

. Nations that share a border are, by definition,

A. allied B. partisan
C. contiguous D. pluralistic
. Common garlic has properties; during the First World War British medics saved thousands of lives

by wrapping wounds with garlic-soaked bandages.
A. curative B. flavoring

C. inferior D. questionable

. Because howler monkeys rarely come out of the trees in their arboreal habitat, the continued well-being

of the rain forestis __ to their survival.
A. inadequate B. tangential
C. indispensable D. baneful
. The charlatan’s seemingly frank and open demeanor was actually a__ means of enlisting his patient’s
confidence.
A. disingenuous B. debilitating
C. diminutive D. cathartic

. Unable to discover how the fire started, the inspectors filed a tentative report stating that the cause

was
A. definitive B. fundamental
C. conclusive D. indeterminate
. Scientific discoveries are often thought of as the result of effort, but many discoveries have, in fact,
arisen from or a mistake.
A. incidental; a mishap B. collaborative; a design
C. persistent; an extension D. systematic; an accident
. Given the exponential growth of scientific knowledge, medicine is far less unsubstantiated fads than

it used to be; its record of folly, however, remains an undeniable .

A. suspicious of; qualification B. vulnerable to; embarrassment
C. dependent on; impossibility D. ignorant of; oversight
. Despite its patent , this belief has become so that no amount of rational argument will suffice

to eradicate it.

A. validity; inconsequential B. implausibility; entrenched



AT
C. credibility; prevalent D. absurdity: outmoded

9. The celebrants at the party for Cinco De Mayo were understandably by the spectacle of the

mariachi bands and the colorful pinatas for the children.

A. somber; amused B. lavish; dazzled
C. novel; jaded D. mundane; astounded
10. The aspiring writer, who remained even after being rejected by several major publishers, felt

certain of achieving literary .
A. hopeless: vindication B. disgruntled; talent

C. optimistic; abasement D. undaunted; celebrity

Read the following passage carefully. Then answer the questions that follow.

SOCIAL SCIENCE: This passage is adapted from Joseph Ellis’s biography American Sphinx: The
Character of Thomas Jefferson (©1997 by Joseph J. Ellis)

The most famous section of the Declaration of Independence, which has become the most quoted
statement of human rights in recorded history as well as the most elogquent justification of revolution on
behalf of them, went through the Continental Congress without comment and with only one very minor
change. There are, in all probability, the best-known fifty-eight words in American history: “We hold these
truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain
inherent and inalienable Rights, that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, that to
secure these rights. governments are instituted among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of
the governed. ™ This is the seminal statement of the American Creed. the closest approximation to political
poetry ever produced in American culture. In the nineteenth century Abraham Lincoln, who also knew how
to change history with words, articulated with characteristic eloquence the quasi-religious view of Thomas
Jefferson as the original American oracle: “All honor to Jefferson—to the man who, in the concrete pressure
of a struggle for national independence by a single people, had the coolness, forecast, and capacity to
introduce into a merely revolutionary...and so to embalm it there, that today and in all coming days, it shall

be a rebuke and a stumbling block to the very harbingers of reappearing tyranny and oppression.”

No serious student of either Jefferson or the Declaration of Independence has ever claimed that he
foresaw all or even most of the ideological consequences of what he wrote. But the effort to explain what
was in his head has spawned almost as many interpretations as the words themselves have generated
political movements. Jefferson himself was accused of plagiarism by enemies or jealous friends on so
many occasions throughout his career that he developed a standard reply. “Neither aiming at originality of
principle or sentiment. nor yet copied from any particular and previous writing,” he explained. He drew his
ideas from “the harmonizing sentiments of the day, whether expressed in letters, printed essays or in the

elementary books of public right, as Aristotle, Cicero, Locke, Sidney, etc.”

This is an ingeniously double-edged explanation, for it simultaneously disavows any claims to

originality and yet insists that he depended upon no specific texts or sources. The image it conjures
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up is that of a medium, sitting along at his writing desk and making himself into an instrument for the
accumulated wisdom and “harmonizing sentiments™ of the ages. It is only a short step from this image
to Lincoln’s vision of Jefferson as oracle of prophet, receiving the message from the gods and sending
it on to us and then to the ages. Given the character of the natural rights section of Declaration, several
generations of American interpreters have felt the irresistible impulse to bathe the scene in speckled
light and cloudy mist, thereby implying that efforts to dispel the ceil of mystery represent some vague
combination of sacrilege and treason.

Any serious attempt to pierce through this veil must begin by recovering the specific conditions inside
that room on Market and Seventh streets in June 1776. Even if we take Jefferson at his words, that he did
not copy sections of the Declaration from any particular books, he almost surely had with him copies of
his own previous writings, to include Summer View, Causes and Necessities and his three drafts of the
Virginia constitution. This is not to accuse him of plagiarism, unless one wishes to argue that an author can
plagiarize himself. It is to say that virtually all the ideas found in the Declaration and much of the specific

language had already found expression in those earlier writings.

Recall the context. The Congress is being overwhelmed with military reports of imminent American
defeat in New York and Canada. The full Congress is in session six days a week, ad committees are
meeting throughout the evenings. The obvious practical course for Jefferson to take was to rework his
previous drafts on the same general theme. While it seems almost sacrilegious to suggest that the creative
process that produced the Declaration was a cut-and-paste job, it strains credulity and common sense to the
breaking point to believe that Jefferson did not have these items at his elbow and draw liberally from them

when drafting the Declaration.

11. “eloquent” in line 2 means

12. “inalienable” in line 6 means

13. “consent” in line 7 means

14. “tyranny” in line 14 means

15. “plagiarism™ in paragraph 2 means
16. “prophet” in paragraph 3 means
17. “pierce” in paragraph 4 means

18. “overwhelm™ in paragraph 5 means

End of Pretest

Answers:
1::C 2.A 3.C 4. A 5.D
6.D 7.B 8.B 9.B 10. D
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Correct Answers:

1—5 POOR 5—10 AVERAGE 10—15 GOOD 16—18 EXCELLENT
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ADIJ adjective EER
ADV adverb =R
'N-COUNT count noun A E
N-PLURAL plural noun E#ZIA
N-SING singular noun B ZIA
N-UNCOUNT uncount noun ENEIE ET
N-VAR variable noun GRS
V-RECIP reciprocal verb HEDNE
} V-T transitive verb K ¥EhiR

VA intransitive verb AEEHIA



conventional [kan'ven|>nl] adj. &%t 8%

® ADJ Someone who is conventional has
behavior or opinions that are ordinary and
normal. 54564 (474 . MAEHF)

= ADJ A conventional method or product is one
that is usually used or that has been in use for
along time. #5469 (F k. F o)

[[E] formulaic; orthodox

[#] convention

undermine [ anda'mam] ve. §I55; RE
® \-T If you undermine something such as a
feeling or a system, you make it less strong
or less secure than it was before, often by a
gradual process or by repeated efforts. i% 47
#1535, &Arshiz
[[E] founder

[ # ] undermining; undermined; undermines

dismissive [dis'misiv] adj. 52 F8Y
= ADJ If you are dismissive of someone or
something, you say or show that you think

they are not important or have no value. 7 /§
— R &

[#] dismiss

aesthetic [izs'Ocuk] adj. EFH); EEH
® ADJ Aesthetic is used to talk about beauty
or art, and people’s appreciation of beautiful
things. % £ &9

also esthetic

objective [ab'dsckuv] . B¥:  adj. EWHY

® N-COUNT Your objective is what you are
trying to achieve. H 47

= ADJ Objective information is based on facts.
B

[#2] object

A28 HOACTRIL

reconcile ['rekonsail] ve. JFF0: {EFNHR; Zth
= V-1 If you reconcile two beliefs, facts,
or demands that seem to be opposed or
completely different, you find a way in which
they can both be true or both be successful.
A —3; HAo
® \-T If you reconcile two people, you make

them become friends again after a quarrel or
disagreement. {# Fo fi%

# \-TIf you reconcile yourself to an unpleasant
situation, you accept it, although it does not

make you happy to do so. #&th; 53t

speculative ['spekjolativ] adj. A #EH1AY

® ADJ A piece of information that is speculative
is based on guesses rather than knowledge.
iR 25

= ADJ Speculative is used to describe activities
which involve buying goods or shares, or
buildings and properties, in the hope of being
able to sell them again at a higher price and
make a profit. LA 4

[#] speculate; speculation

accessible [ok'sesabl] adj. BiFIEAY: H153
H: 2R S5E
= ~DJ If a place or building is accessible to
people, it is easy for them to reach it or get
into it. If an object is accessible, it is easy to
reach. (Jb7) 5 F#A: (HE) HTF
EEStlb|
® ADJ If something is accessible to people,
they can easily use it or obtain it. 4% #4;
HITE| 4
= ADJIf you describe a book, painting, or other
work of art as accessible, you think it is good
because it is simple enough for people to

understand and appreciate easily. % 2 % &

a9 (R%H)



