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William Hale White

(1831—1918)
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WILLIAM HALE WHITE
(MARK RUTHERFORD)
(1831—1913)

ESTHER

Blackdeep Fen, 24 Nov. 1838.
My dear Esther,—This is your
birthday and your wedding-day, and

I have sent you a cake and a knitted
c1oss-over, both of which I have

1. Cross-over——a kind of woman’s
wrap that croses in front JAF{EAT M 169 %
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made myself. I can still knit,
although my eyes fail a bit.* I
hope the cross-over will be useful
during the winter. Tell me, my
dear, how you are. Twenty-eight
years ago it is since you came into
the world. It was a dark day with
a cold drizzling rain, but at eleven
o'clock at night you were born, and
the next morning was bright with
beautiful sunshine. Some peonle
think that Blackdeep must always
be dreary at this time of year, but
they are wrong. I love the Fen
country, It is my own country.
This house, as you know, has be-
longed to your father’s forefathers
for two hundred years or more, and
my father’s old house has been in
our family nearly as long. 1 could
not live in London ; but I otght not
te talk in this way, for I hold it

1. a bit——a little 4555, B8,

W [



R B 20 M AR o HEAR TR ey AR 7 JE QL
MBET RHSLBELGHTLEKRRE
WA e RB|EH > HEHRRMEM
SERE o frak B e & 2 /UE
T e ME—MEEER > T & E DM
Moo HET—B@MRAETH &2
BRI BB LBBES o LA
DEGmERELERETE-EER
BRGS0 A RA MG T o RN
;o MBRMARYL o BER
FormE > BREXBFBHAZD
BAH_HAET >WFERBAL ; RA
BHERMERME LR FWAEE
NGB o RAE M XAEART & ;
MERAZELERT O BERIEBEN
=85y o OE N O T Al P 4 3 RE B
B o MR L AR — A T




to be wrong to set anybody against
what he has to do.* Your brother
Jim® is the best of sons. He sits
with me in the evening and reads
the paper to me. He goes over to
Iily market every week. He has his
dinner at the ordinary,* where many
of the company drink more than is
good for them,* but never once has
he come home the worse for liquor.?
I had a rare® fright a little while ago.
I thought there was something™ be-
tween him and one of those Stanton
girls at Ely. I saw she was trying
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to catch him. It is all off* now.
She 18 2 town girl, stuck-up,? spends
a lot of money on her clcthes, and
would have been no wife for Jim.
She would not have been able to
put her hand to? anything Lhere. She
might have broken my heart, for she
would have tried to draw Jim away
from me. I don’t believe, my dearest
child, in* wedded love which lessens
the love for father and mother.
When you were going to be married
what agony I went through! It was
go wicked of me, for it was jealousy
with no cause. I thank God you love
me as much as ever. I wish I could
see you again at Homerton, but the
journey made me so ill last winter
that I dare not venture just yet.—

1. off——discontinued &3 T o
2, stuck-up——arrogant, conceited K
i %o

3. (o put one's hand to——to assist
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Your loving mother,
Rachel Sutton.

Homerton, 27 Nov, 1838.

My dearest Mother,—The cake
was delicious: it tasted of Blackdeep,
and the cross-over will be most
useful. It will keep me warm on
cold days, and the love that came
with it will thicken the wool. But,
mother, it 18 not a month ago since
you sent me the stockings. You are
always at work®' for me. You are
just like father. He gave us things
not only on birthdays, but when we
never Jooked out for them. Do you
remamber that week when wheat
dropped threz shillings a quarter?
IHe had two hundred quarters which
he might have sold ten days earlier.
He was obliged to sell them at the
next market and lost thirty pounds,

1. at work——working TA4Eo
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